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Dr. Abrar Abdus Salam

Chairman, Department of Urdu, Govt. College Civil Lines, Multan

Abstract: Momin Khan Momin is one of the greatest poets of 19th centuary. He
composed poetry in Urdu as well as Persian. He expressed his ideas and
experiences in almost all poetic generes. He was a hakeem (physician) by
profession. His clinic was the centre of all sorts of cultrual and litrary aclivities in
Delhi. He belonged to Shah Waliullah's school of thought. He was a great promoter
of Tehreek e Mujahideen. He wrote some poetry in the favour of Tehreek e
Mujahideen. This paper is based on the discovery of an article believed to be the first
on the life and works of Momin Khan Momin. This earliest article on Momin was
published in different litrary magazines of the Subcontinen{ In the present paper, the
author has introduced, edited and annotated it.
sl oo | £ Pei\ oo 6 Pt ot Sam [
LS (Eeors Tz BB rie Nee e Ut Sl petiie S8
Lurf;,ﬁi;mﬁm_-,ﬁJJnf_u‘fs’u?uw’rrt(?r,gaur_u;ﬁju&m@mr@ﬁ
d/{ Anrs Pl s um:c)buf_.abuf i s /‘Td/ ufﬂa. ‘l_('?:w ...5/‘3.12_,0515‘3/ i};fﬁ/dﬁ
uiuﬁi..:f_;l);fglJJ;»IL?J;J&&)?IE(JJ’U}J@L&&@JQ)IM&-&/U‘?L
O e G P AL A Ll e
a-a?gafufo:i-g. U SE 2Bt/ % 1L il praii® e gy
LJ@TQgLuf&LLfro%ﬁuﬁdﬂ "JJJ,-:_,‘fLJuWL;ﬂu%rru“fuﬂ’djz-/r
u((l'fo ~:E«Jd@¢.&?£cffﬂf\/\*u:}"’éu}:b% K&?gfe/ﬁ_ﬁﬁJflfuﬁLbé(ﬁ
-y b”cfy’ﬂ!.J:..L}',I'fu..:yfoxb‘uf;IAAr",;y.J”::J'@Id/JJd/:,?g,T:Gl)TLGl}"lﬂij/‘AJ,é
PR eI G toMe 2 et Bl e b T f g UG
JJUT_.L.%é@d@&&)’uk:gﬁjl?ﬂfqu&/ﬂﬂdz (_-)f_lﬂf/:;,lrb Kéo’_gufh-'?/)ﬂa,ﬁ/?df



A

PIAM B 18 e L1210 oo B AL AL TE o & e iy
Jes 2 aloe Tole Vs Ayl Tl 55U 5 1t DA ol
U1t SESTE Orlo G315 LK L AT e L S K BFEi i S
&SI Jombons 6L 2t i Shoi UL H5TE Sost 2oy Sy

Lt 2§ o e NSNS o L e 0l e ST

JJIIJ:'éHL)&_—'&J_.;'}} :an :L .EJJ
L_L.m_}lt__lb\l_{t__ujt_(z‘i_{éﬂd_j_:"w___.\

S U el KA K g s o Z 22 I Bl ST
S8 gL ot BT U IS Et s i SN E L S
UG5 S s E BT S (g b ra st S gl A e Wale
Wl @ﬁle&fﬁgffdﬂﬁufﬁg_t:«:ip,;,dgw[oj‘_;,&i wi fsn e
u:‘?!fq._}tzc;ﬂpmcu?‘mp‘#&gsJﬁsfysfuﬁctEui :uf;ﬁc)y‘:’?si.dbfg-h?méﬁ
ﬁu&*"’a_uﬂw&g;Jﬁ,:u’fmwg;wﬁﬂf&,mw? Vel E U 2 L St 5
_uﬁcﬁ;m‘:‘;JgJ{f!@gJ B Y v T b L).'f’"::?%(jﬁ:.f Flee ozl
K B F S s Gty Sofi e File g™l o e B
B 29Nt Bl oo T S bt o itty e 055 15 2 L U
SIZE LU oo L VA USUTE o o il il cglef o T
Lomnss 06 e trotile 1L undl b o Ctf t LTSt AL
1 s vt s s B L AT KA e T AN 2 LU S FT
LPFL B lonlle WA A 1 o™ Sy st Bontor CEE MMM Lo AN 252
7f§_ t')‘f()l"‘c_v(..ﬁi(,fu:ﬂ:&'@)}f—&é- Lfélﬁ'x}f JSe @.“Wi_“fjfuﬂw..fﬁ éb”hgéﬁ_
BenlUUt s gl S Sl A3 S LB I

C1UE Bt Lot Tl Q56 e don /T K e g e S O
St S el e LS P IEI 0STe i Ut P st
SIt ISt TS i ot S e, UL 1B 55 o -
_éz.fﬁétf‘-u:‘k ’

e L J.v,-.:Ubéd:‘uul;cfrjt/ﬂt.ﬁutmw@ﬂ./r_-f Lisu"[w]?d@gsw




9

JIEL e /ﬂbfstbéu’fu"u’uJ_,kaquJ [T rydvu,v‘”._f
Wor by e L2l e 1 e Al e ol e JF fe
Lirle PhIPL sk GUES En 76y By Rt Mnss B S e loo T [
S n L LS N2 Ao TV e szt L ol 91
ATEN P G2 S et b1 Do B Sers S P F
PRty ;’@._‘_,:gzigg.,fgﬂ,f:‘_ &Lc.;ﬁfm}‘wc. et UL

cta?g;/fuﬁf,uéui’é_o/ﬁﬁjﬁ J;j@,‘r’_,ﬁafu?;t;,,fuf” Z L/buuﬁuu@’;
1, Ty o ftend oz, & o A8 u@f’;i sbe s S v Jade it Uit sl s
o AE S g (5 S LS Pz s Pt un /Bl ez ig £ 0 yaras
95t WJVJQLC,L,G;JJI(%/’KJYJEVU’Kuilﬂlc.fdffu»u;bfﬂd_ﬂﬂnC’bJ(jf
_J”/jbfd;w&vufe;é.ufddf

sl A 34 réuj"uu_u’”’d/dﬁf fifu /JJ &uw;_,»l’.w/ R
P P uﬂ‘;u: sl e Une s/ Tz guzﬂfgﬁmwf}Jy Gl il altd
e L t-ﬁ.cuwwi/zlg CﬁMde—% LZT&JL,‘:/P/: uf-/ﬁfjlﬁ/fpu"—ﬁ‘tﬂ?ég Uﬁf:uﬂféﬁ; u...&g
T el &8 & e S S s 0 Fu B -1 Lliyle
Lid Ze B o A A5 ool Ao L s S, Fkged L i f
by deolli Pl djjjfj/,rlﬁr;&%,; e {J;g:_w@‘ju@uz Ko b p
Lurie x S1 b et St F, j“".eff o i§uissk LS5 95 0 e nb
L E ot S N Gni- g 3 STe it oS
IS b SIS B b K L s b i ,
ufu;"lﬁmu‘f,e,uaéymb(&y,j D6bE 5 AN e hosTns et o AL g™
ekl j@o}i,uﬁgr?u:@ff_j)&u?fw:é’ s /"ijglu:}:,d:q;!ﬂg;uf:ig
Tt :ufu‘i,ﬁ-m5L'3ui‘mu;@:@&,gfdﬁwﬂqsgw_éz,;u@,_;w,:rmic,ut,:‘»l
J&Juf"’”w?c.z_w@?’;&i_wé@c.Lﬁmuu:;mmﬁg%K.;,_ng.,ffm,,rﬁ Ve l>
UAE e Brain Pt FEL e E AT AP B8 s Sem oy Tl et
St 2 L S 2o 1S o . S e CIrikd s ol i
SSrgsprinbie Fhoe Pl m VUL tob 2 i



"
A e e U et J‘-’J[u_rijéutwuyﬂugijuzwdw M2 u:’{;ﬁ
I e WL o b s Ui Pod L hi st del STt
FA A UIL T 7 Gt 6 2 g e WL i S o RIS L Fre
e g [ &7 A o bt s (e VT Sl tr e o 219 L 51,
LS 2ot o T o oAt e 3 e P U2 e adbST
SHerri U)jfué.L'}é}.Jé Jw}:u‘f'..g. W U5 b /“JL;UT TR B
LB lie. oGl St bl b o bl f s
AT bbb ANt i LA UEE Bse § Fm e o
el L& 2 oy blic AL SRS e VY o 21553
S Ir-E E b e L PE 2 d gt Yz Forrd e Suliei e S
Bt ot Bt p B e o Flrl gl AT e S Gt
ML L IS TSt e 8Lt Lo T
g e S A S b i S AL gt T |
T s e ST i L S P e L S
& PP M2 Y ey 32k (b e S S el
Ll S i e lo I E B SN Lt S o S St sl d 12
Setoe Tordi 1t oL I3 Pt A SFTE i L S 225 et
LSS Aru WS elp LKl e p§ P A
u’i;':s:u’!:ug;.mﬁugu boie d 19l ol ol iTa A il ot B
S A S i L I A e Jo S et s 1S s
- Pelestitbe i Sur i fel Joemdtbarie ST U
Shie oL $hoeoesv bl P

IS L 1§t S L s gz §f LS oo v 2
WO O

| St LLJquGLf(dEﬁGA!,L et sy u’:,{,?’utgul,‘im;ufdﬁ|rrr@,ou(:.6
Luﬁfgcutg,gﬁiwﬁuﬁ&}a%f% Cheesladushe pod LI 6L e Uil
ATt e W12 L3 f



Sy a8 dgl S o B TGy, §
[ pde el eh s all e S S F
¥ UFRADG A LBl iU fe Fuydea A 236U
s T T L s Lt 5137 316 :.;;M;ﬂ::»g&s@ W AN rﬁf?_{;éﬂf:}f:;uy /2
&I PR A i E St L FLE I L
cd;f:!a h_./tf{ﬁij_;é_w?&’::"_éfé_ukd_,&’c:‘? u;ﬁr’?é_:fiJf.éég..,‘zu{}Jf
Fe M i 3 E S et je s drsibi AU f 5 s B A Ut
S LY Ry T IR ROV Y R G o F LIRS S
P& G TR Pl o o 12 E W L oy L o L ol
(& Lstigfe ALLNF et oot
UATIS VI N SR A N e B
U/l ﬁéﬂl&?é:éﬂdy‘@yj ﬁ/ﬁju‘fu»b_» sz 4 d’fd”f u@f;;'f’; b d?
T Sssnslel L b S stet LS8 e & LTy S i ime e 4
Sy A SASAE L, S s w_.almﬁt‘:,w&;mé PP e P
sl srs St L B Az 01 BET e e L F U IS s
G LIS NS PSSP RS TE
O A S O s 5y
(M3~ ¢ J 0 S <
LI t.f@fdﬂg 2loe g S Bly s il Tk 5% Kd:l:‘/f;,-ff&u%! Seres
(121 s, 5566 e e TSUT ISP Ui
el SISy b oo 2SI St s (P 30n A s AT
Sole AL 5L 26 & c oL uoripicrtofl et dloe P iME Sz L
e e

i
Uy oz L‘)L/‘ U § 2w -
¥ }':’J . K UJ/& L A»EI



&@‘Cf”LJ ALl
Lg;dmfdj?{,-m L
[f*]ﬁaaéf&d-‘f@fﬁw;u?

ey ﬂjulﬁdf9 i leernl A5

ol 3l B 58 AAE T st AGS e G A
L el i B e Do Uni Uit 52 St 556 BAL g
Ul bt b Pl 6 T St U e S N By S ma i
et d & At ?i&cﬁl)ﬁsﬁzéiéj sesb S e i ot u‘gﬁﬁéuajﬂum 2l
LS SHAER AL Ze S i A1 Aol Ao L S g
Suis L L2500 enbiye & fjolzc:.ad)u{g;):i&f"/&ﬁl;{dlcﬂ o8 iz 2L
L ea ST P Ao el e s 1B S F PP
;ﬁruful;{:ﬁJQ/I(JLMJB?WJ?’JJ?%‘d;/gfdzu‘-ﬁ_ig,{gﬁt;f/fﬁé-_‘)&ufﬁﬁ
S S S L Ly

Sl TREN LN NN i S Gl i ebfie 1505,
GHAILE S sl ASCE  Fg st Sy ol o L o 3ee Sl
G Fude Pl pe S bn ot il 2882 I8 P e RIS L S eds st
LJ&/'(?L.J{)?L:/U‘LA}g;LLdﬁj_&féaLJJZqufég?)f}?')fﬁjéld:,??;dﬁdfﬂ'é.
(B SR ESTLO eyl & oSl Sl 2 BUIF G A L& S
e IASKIIES e E DL S E e i e e BT

KL Wl i L proape simp 2 St AR OP SR
B e

¥ I =2 ik b e Uy

¥
b F w o = U
SEPI  AY S 1

it

L

> e s g

Y
Nt



IS G U T s
B o M o e

-
O

Aok A me g Fp
¥ It s f o ol z. ¥ Jf
T AP N A R A
¥ b e om P L <o
o S Fu B oy S P E e
O ST .
da 2 of @i o off o0 Fom
P Y N
L& Fom Lo
sk 8 S e B e ot
A IR J’r'b Lf-g S
¢ o e ¢ ede P
G s F e
¥ s / % cjlf Y

Y

;f?ng/éJ;.(?;ﬁ

= by NP =

[ 7 1P U A e s oud &7 ¥
LS FEE M s L2 p IS
£ ST & ik o Jr oo
L owu e b S oun Y
c:..u,vf!’JJLaJiKu:j::.._ﬁ.m.;':’:u’f;':ﬂlﬂp(u_lf.c_/z'.;_lyﬁ."{,? K@E{fw@?.&gk’;‘cu@
2L il Sping b Bz b im AL £ B vt 2
sl AP s Ju::);tﬁ;,fu%;g,l.g s &fut 2 U A T tigf..?ﬂ'i_;_q_,
GE AL LS & E xSt PInle 8o sond 2 SYSF jumi
Y e OF w osoa § T e
¢ = 2 N L o 4y
Skt Gl i (0 Lfc,:f'..,‘f& ;rfﬁfi.yz/;wfuhwlu»f Pl



i

O ML AL & 2 PRge B s condoll e PudBinsm AL
e S E Ll 7 U L& Ut Luﬂr bt E o snidin EafOusteillyepte Sy
I e IR TIL E e QUi SUee iy L S e Tt st Mol
SRS 3 3t ST

L.u’ﬁ/ PE VIS B F T I TR i uf,.fmw_»u{“‘
u”._l?f u’UL.:_L,CJ/z_,/‘f;M:u*éjﬁ ufy;ff.f J;;LLK‘%LM LJ’ [ /v;uyf o9
U S AR S 2 £ L S st Vs o P, S TS
-ufdKc..’_émwui«l)ufwz-&g,ané‘wu‘{ A

(L0 SR o i K O S P W R PO

-\—:-lJII.J('a_..lT_j'lJ 'i:r.io_,q_}\ .‘\_/ 3 A 7*_._|\

b‘—-i_...Ln.a_!. | .C‘Q__At_\_._m_u __.(M}L_-Jl_';e._d:
!)g_,gﬁj‘;_ul_‘x_&meaj SO PI-

o

d_,t..a T

Jﬁﬂgﬁﬂpﬁjuéa

bt s Rt At DY TR dl._al_.)

LN S W
f;fwjuu}wﬁu_nqﬁ_ﬁn

Jl—(d -.:1J_1"L u\.ll (L:JL"L"”T_}J_EJLA-

f J;—S/ u'l “‘T (_,'i‘- ] L&M B (‘:.)_;_::

(Ul i = LJJL '1-/ "\:L =P

Pty

Tde oty pn - 5 alen,
“v‘uﬁ)_;;—guLé%—loT;——}‘ . .!“ol =

1%




/- - £
ngl_jé-ij.SUA {;_;\ o A D [yt gt

LﬁJbé__-\'_, i b e EE-SPEERL
L.._v..._m.ud-ﬂa.;__:u jljjda W | S u_..,_l'l

(Fld e e gy 350
. o

JEPS IS EIVEEDY S ST EUE

JENTNT WY B N O PR SN Y S

JEPVE QUL S PICH I ST = S

i G g S
Fe JELE Syl $s8 7o st Jo Ve Fr S EF S ey
Lfsa.:..?l.m.:.«lfd..u:";fﬁﬁjgf{}‘ﬁnﬂfﬂZ:Q/"’}irLdpj/ﬂwbﬁfﬂdﬂfu?zu;

LEC/"_/;.ULJJ._JI!LL«/ 2 /f/u!sh

o \\ \hl i

o

[rZ]f\ l;aJJf—‘ 43 (‘l'\ 1 [ ”n -

- * -

Bl Bt dnea SUBIL LTI A e e TS
el

4

['\ <JJA -',4,. l.ﬁj__.o..__!d_ﬂ_c-uj.__é
£l

7 0, 04_"'_/ "\d sy ,A‘jl'
4 "\JJ P 133 ggj O a4 G
{l’q] O 4 ¢ Ai-‘l- ﬁ\ﬁl.l__._a.a‘*___:

LB LTS et ] g by A
gy s B g S B I p s A M S S G
chuﬁf_:w'l’m,;u:/{"JunLﬁ;L?ﬁ’yé ur&fjulﬁ’éc;uﬁwu“ z'?_"n"é:,ftz_*féufiu’f
/s ,J}//f,,s;nfw,,,[_,mo’ﬂ’_w_gt-r/u,/Ju)u’Lul~
u’ffwc-u“}é-/c—ﬁ/eé
<A ST ST (A (oY

Slosld_1e

APt A O S gL e Mlelgand 2o B2 ol ST o T



( "

SPGBt B it r Gl K lo T ) £
~IM9aI9A
L AT PN st b sy 5 S SCs 2Kr fe o U ABU ol
WAL b P hde sl it el TSl LB vy S b 12 2117
FASR aetry PSS i Urtioy  Se Cﬁm@f&ﬁ{, Bl tees AEay T 2
SIS ULE A pd PIF e ok ot s S5 PO TR  EY o P T
2 )_ug,rzfjﬁfuLiJ_,ﬁZ,u/}._;fL@Lg LA E s b LA L wamd
e e stof e e S s L e Sl V5K 20
L'f:-,j?ggjéiﬁ“—bﬁjbU:fWﬁ;Jfbﬁﬁﬂéﬁb//'fJ!fﬁi Q&":’f/’:’/o’?fuﬁ e =T
S el S Dol b T ot
2Pttt siilec 00 I LEN S 5 o Tt 5 T Il S 55 s
e S __gg*o
Grinoc & 2055 ¢ T (7 E Y A NS48 Nl o N V3Pt L piAse
Ftb R I E oS LTI LT8R 801 ety f it o £ 268 Bt
2LV R AV WS SRR PSR ol o 2 Jp¥
=l PR MBI S A, LT PV ISP P ATV 7
L dZ L UF Ll (LK tLu’L“M};ﬁgﬂwr@.L'{,;q By itust e SSAL S
5 (ISt 2150 255 W& s VL en? FL S loao b S S 2
(_j;_.r.é_ mu:f,u;_uf? &l_ogé L{L/,f.)r_ Ul s uygéldg/@u?’ T Ku;)uf:_fuf
KLl 5 :;:UP’L:.L_SJIJM:ttfj}};—.,z-,ry,-ﬂu Lf,f,y%,iu’: pet il Ty PP K 2k (fJ L
St & 26 (Sl &5 Bl R20stledl s sl o (825 MBI 36 62K,
LM M Ben e S 2™ 8 2 b fe s A Ul s A3
AR Bt S o B Eo e e P b S ire e Wb B8 oot 2o Sy oo
Btk AN L)

u"’dg:dﬂg}q,df | 28 Wlﬁﬂéux-é &r&wwﬂfﬁélég; Bl pssl
LS A F T olﬁg'bg’ubﬁgxf’,?buﬁ-/ﬁtuaaﬁ;:u%bﬁjr& Sorecls
N I e e TS S el Ui S5t L g
L L2y 8 5 Gabiloc uﬁtﬁﬁfg“@r,ﬁpur L. ;l/v,/é;/@dua_;y?;jid/ajijfdw
SV It 163030 4 s B i b B2 s Lt R 3 f(D: 2



I

oot oG b bty esntea (it DSy s PiinS bt bt 203G 199 5
AL 2 pe o Tt
..ﬂIu":;i‘Hqd}ﬁ:J‘J&‘&ﬁl(j‘;ju’-«"l..G:Mtn_./!l;,,]}"é‘@yﬁfbcﬂnggéd‘f A
Mo s pe o T

G 2l gl 4§ 4alaz 4 }”_%'_J(/UL—*VQ/JCJ!L/:EH’l“’f"u’.f%_,kjiw'}‘glzjé_.;ﬁé_h
45 ot ot 3330 4TS AR 3y 0 Tl Aus oo 2 33 5158 e 5 281 LA Ly
DI I e B (A o &5 y s sy S sl a1 pnt e g

e bl ?..‘yﬁ?ﬁ (ﬁz t’LU’}}cc‘;
{_-.L K & TR ant Jl .4 N il 0 U :||

f“ » ':',dl A H (3; S s | s
B BI B W (D YNV

o e T S LT <,
(reef) - o € oz . B <

Jy:y”rg,_ﬂfgg.{_iJ:.‘F)(nau")_z_m,g,u.'.'ji,l‘gj?,!ﬁ_@lrrod’yf% I:,qii,_«;,u’r
GIArG iz st So % erve
(ML LB Ao GBS ani i prvt B0 ale ey & a 1545 can S
Lu{;ﬂg/ﬁ_m;ﬁ~éuﬁé;uf U Li.Lj%_!ulégj rw(-fg:ftaua@.jﬁul;&#w
b s oo Pl G L st et LEmbiia Ve Sl o st T
PP T At aob Ui se Jpbue™ el B i L e 5
Ltjzrf[uu(jﬂw#;m@_uﬁ w}b@wﬂ-_gygs’awég,zrrufngg“/y;u{;
et G T S L6 KK F L B o S o) - it SR e L
_ (r i P15
e B TG S8 £ e W b P b et ¥y 3 e ST iy
o3 Gk s ool 15 o sl ) il U6 slmie 7 Pufols i $abs :«Jlfﬁ/li_u-‘."’g
#BeslFl b & ﬁ»ﬁé.ﬁuﬂ/ G ﬂ;):%f.../’iﬁ_ff,.;»?(frﬂ»’!)/ﬂ,«:! }ﬁj(rr_mu":mww;:@f/
(pad-i It i stag? 1t Gl oSl d I 55L u:aﬁfmm?_f"'/
LUV A PPt 1B E P ez P i IES ST S S
(ro_irr P B anordh oot od & S )-Se b Fsndl T o
Ve Gorloe T2 b2l GF sz S LoD s E s Foio



1A

(qu";ﬂi',
‘ﬁ-fﬁgfu;f-@df&g-L'J’B’Jm)’fvé'{lq-(r‘év’:w’r;.y() _____________ SY UL GL Ty

“.‘L.t’ﬁﬁzgmlfrlc,.u)-:é_rtéjt'ﬁb B R O2) PN VN R e T

s Wllic P62e e TSUTI s .t 2 s P sl dOvemio P AL AR S1ope Gobonlite
yu’“f_,w@t'f., Ut v Tl =1+t 3P9AA el Sloe Lo...::.&'i)}j_)b Wby Ty C,g(
T U LT oits gt Z,Jt.:,m_ﬁ:,,.?/uf Gl J"m_ @ v U2 oir A s’c/rfuﬁ
U st LapIFoe totr s Sread +ismsLeld Lotass 3 5 LS Gy istiasy
ST Joe J S i) 52 Lt

AP Q0 a L byt ST S S KIS SPE S S g AL ST L Srih
b LSk b S Gl alo oot 220y pas & 5 S i AL
S st o o L £ o tte SEL oy a3 S e
(2bald 5 A i (5,1 KA e geen Nlasle 3 1 o2 00l gt o LS acils
(NSNS 72: 5 S5 e % Bl )it

(APl NS 14
(e P s N N JJ I s 555, Trtdoums

DMl ML T K2 p0 ¢‘(’”l_.:»v&um¢-ff Ju»ibjf.,ﬁ,:/rw; AU
ol O L e L J o St L v sl S e bl Fend oiAls,
S oot S Flte sy i B LTI o ) Do A PP
e Gbi o S thwu.a.é;u,dr{’f’ Jbu’KLJJL;;L«/&J: (" SEL S jw)f»b/gr i1
I e o fa 1L A S e Pt B

GNP - UKo b L s Fsm i B anii

(APl GV i e b -rr
(Mo lf) o o ;5ulp HJ,:u/a./" Lfrb’_ ______________ -

Y Oattr L s b § ikt o o A e o G L e S
e e sl A Loy IS 1 P Bt & o S By vt
A AL, {fdl.«.i_{ﬁ;c‘_ﬂ/(’,u,ﬂuﬁmooﬂuﬁ;u’/y SLJIATE st oner JEES
Sy S S I P P S S b FPLE A e 55,25
AU A el e B E GL Tyl o EinSpe ALl Sl



9
e g PR (8L S MBS 21 B e s\ TPy g M LS 2 pd (g
e Liring VK E L rp Bt velod SR G B L S s

(e s & ﬁ;g/ﬁg‘yucwmmx\_ Ma Pl sk sl S bl v ) T

(PSSP e ook anlas tads j s 5 s o
LU0 ) Chaets 350 2 BlLA Jaal ey

a5 i Ul cudhle US55 Gl b e pima e A6 Ly 5 4008 012
SO el cua bl e olin JTL Fola wgeaidie Sl o5 eian sea )l yeaila
CranE 3ot i e J el 0 an § e ia 8yl AT L0 e Aty s den T il
j’lLF!)L:JLE-“GJL&@‘PSoJJJT‘AﬁJJAALW&LLIAJF}AWJG\.‘{'J.{,.-‘f!.:ﬂJé-lMJ‘;J_;».&I
;m;\uyjs%:,s;,uqufya\,s.ujmgﬁjﬂgw_”ag;u)}am}aﬂa%
G,,;@,jﬁ}@zmsae.«b;ﬂud}u.faﬁmtf;aj_a.(,_l_z%%@wgycqﬁwu
{.__u,,lfﬁi,;isjcvtmld,ﬁjqbugAiab_;.emj;‘.ﬂm;l«ehmgfu@ﬂu@}_a%ﬁ

2 el i s af apranle b 8L Uiabealiy ) 5y am o 238185 358 Sl sl y 2t )]
Py 53 SR L ga @ Bl (i) 5 s ola Jla 5l de e oty aaaS

G ans Ll 5 (a5 a5 5 5 o 2mr @ 15 e i o 40 ST
ol a3 aalia S sl A L ALl gl S dades ol g Al meand LSy,
ur2_lgggfyLJlKJnyfﬁﬂﬁgl(or_of S )i Aol a8 et il s les
(P el s DEASI e e Sisisi buUb I e
_Jmimm&jtbfglrw\._-_-,G,Ju“’y_ﬁ;_émﬂi-_,_;b’ﬁilzug_m
Sl A ;,;..,ﬁc.(é))ai:qgam}‘wlor=1r“t+ﬁa.u’-:§_ Gob Byt rs
AL ontt )uf,xé(l~~)y_q_r.;.,m,«’l;:mIrwA;Z;;inﬂg_mlrWAaug gj}i:d’cfrﬂu;z_,ﬁ
.,Elnu.?f':h’
,,L;'f;/,;;mr,,,dyu:@bb'_f__gs,dp Bt L s T P IAZIRIHI Y P A = c;‘,»{{,_r'«
D2 AT el L ST P N o b o Bt 3 PN L o5
WSy AT U‘:J:g?‘/;_ U S CL st ST Fe U §Tm Sl
AeS Y011 oyt st DU P S g M o (DA oy (D)
(fl‘I”ﬁuf::mLln._.ufJ}ﬂdﬁbu;;’ldiiz//.u(jgy;ﬁ'l)/:p;
AL L L g Qb L St Ut it L sindsdap Lol L Sovr
Lshden Ayl LAFS Ja’léﬂfp/és,;ui‘;nqrr'jiiduutﬁ:rté.. AUt her



"
ST A S inBsrte Ao oS i tesis LI oot ez £ 30
LU L0 e AN Rrrlp sl ot L N 1Sz 3 pod e Sy |
SoetiA0 Uit Skl ot :ijﬁ;fﬁd”ydg ) it P el L s AUz a
e ATLUrLE G . SO e it ool b AL F ey
JE} &g?uﬂga.i.;fwm_g,nmug SOPS e 2K s S IS JE
M 2 N e gl S V‘Lf/('f‘;g-—ﬁ'-— SV At S s i

[(a)-Besibdle g lnw‘dﬁf‘db bt A e rutéu”ﬁ'_f st $asf



8!
&S
Jeit 28560
ATl Il tearslz s

f’ib’fd’(mﬁx‘”/bmtugédwf’_sws

Muhammad Iftakhar Shafi

PhD Research Schotar, Department of Urdu, AlOU, Islamabad

Abstract: Shawahid ul llham is an Urdu article of Moulana Altaf Hussain Hali. The
original manuscript of this article is available in the personal collection of Moulana's
family in Sahiwal. The first part of this article is still unpublished. This part introduces
the logical points of Altaf Hussain Hali's religious views on Wahi and /lham. This
research based article is an overview of Hali's prose, in general, and his exegesis of
religious consciousness through logical point of view, in particular. The text of

Shawahid ul lfham is also presented here for the first time.
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Department of Urdu, National University of Modern tanguages, istamabad

Abstract: Masnavi Yousuf Zulaikha was written in 1797 by a Dehlvi Poet Mirzz
QLJtab Ali Baig Figaar. It is a romantic account of Zulaikha and Yousuf, The poe:
described the story in a very impressive way. This masnavi, however, remainec
unknown in Urdu literary history due to unavailability of its text. In this article, a newi.
discovered manuscript of this masnavi is introduced. The unique and importar:
features of this manuscript and masnavi have also been discussed here.
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PhD Research Scholar, Department of Urdu, AIQU, Islamabad

Abstract: Rasheed Hasan Khan was one of the best researchers and textual critics
of Urdu. He edited several classical texts in prose and poetry. In prose, Bagh o
Bahar and Fasana e Aajaib are the most significant edited works of Rasheed Hasan
Khan. However, the present paper critically reviews his edited works in verse such as
Gulzar e Naseem, Sehr ul Bayan and Masnaviat e Shougq, and brings the

- distinctions of Rasheed Hasan Khan's textual criticism to the limelight.
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Abstract: Devanzada is a collection of Zahur ud Din Hatim's poetry. Hatim was one
of the important poets of Delhi. He belonged to the movement of Eham Goi. He was
the key figure of this movement. He composed his poetry in favour and for the
promotion of this movement. After the movement ended, Hatim edited his poetic
work and called it Devanzada. It has been edited and annotated by two able
researchers of 20th Century: Dr. Ghulam Hussain Zulfikar, who edited it with the help
of four different manuscripts, and Dr. Abdul Hag, who compiled and edited it in the
light of seven different manuscripts. Hasrat's Intikhab of Devanzada and Dr. Zulfikar's
collection were also with Dr. Hag. The present study is the comparative analysis of

these two edited versions of Devanzada.
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Dr. Rauf Parekh

Associate Professor, Department of Urdu, Karachi University, Karachi

Abstract: Lexicological studies are important to bridge the gap between
lexicological theory and lexicographic practices. Research in this area can be
conducted best when it is done by the people belonging to both the areas. in this
article, Dr. Rauf Parekh infroduces some important but rare specialized dictionaries
such as Farhang e Usmania, Lughat e Nadra, Dakan ki Zaban, Dakani Lughat, and
Matalib e Ghara. The Urdu iexicology, to a great extent, is yet an unexplored area,
and studies on specialized dictionaries are not available at alil. Therefore, this article
is ground breaking in this regard.
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Dr. Zafar Ahmed

Lecturer Department of Urdu, National University of Modern languages, Islamabad

Abstract: Owing to the War of Independence, 1857 is an important year in the
history of the Sub-Continent. It was the year in which not only Mughal Empire
collapsed but also almost a thousand years fong Muslim rule in India declined. The
impacts of this historical event can be found on every aspect of life, especially Urdu
language which went through a great phase of change and development. In the
history of Urdu language, the years between 1857 and 1947 are considered very
critical and significant. This paper studies the evolution of the Urdy language during
these ninety years.
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Researcher, Mukhdooma Amir Jan Library, Nirhali
Abstract: Moulana Fageer Muhammad Jehlami was a famous religious scholar,
writer, translator, publisher and journalist. He is known as Sir Syed of Jehlam owing
to his newspaper Siraj ul Akhbar that served the purpose of the Urdu language. In
this paper, twenty unpublished letters of the Moulana have been introduced,
presented, critically reviewed, and their academic significance has been discussed.
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Dr. Anis Nayeem

Chairman, Department of Urdu, Culkata Girls Coollege, Kolkata (West Bengal)

Abstract: In the times of Mughal and British empires, the Urdu language saw its
rise in Lucknow and Delhi. However, after decolonization it saw its growth in_some
other cities of the Sub-Continent as well. Murshid Abad, a West Bengal town, is one
of these urban centers. in the present paper, the development of Urdu in Murshid

Abad has been studied.
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Tarigq Habib

Assistant Professor, Department of Urdu, University of Sargodha
Abstract: Except some basic principles, litrary ciritcism is for the most part
- Subjective. We cannot recject someone's opinion, we can only disagree. But this is
the essential point of criticism that the tone of objections should also be decent. Dr.
Muhammad Sadigue has a very good repute of his English teaching, research and
criticism. As a researcher and critic, he selected the topic of History of Urdu Literature
in English. Here his work on Meera Jee is being presented in urdu translation with an
overview. This mela criticism will show the critical approach and standards of Dr.
Muhammad Sadique, as well as the creativity of Meera Jee. In this way we can
overview our all literaray critical assests. So it is a time to analyse the recent era in
literary criticism, because such critical overviews will help to show the real pictures of
art and will also support to build a new standard and rebuild some new rules of
criticism.
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imran Araqi

Research Schotar, Department of Urdu, Delhi University,Delhi.
Abstract: Devendara issar was one of the famous fiction writers of Urdu who was
born and brought up in Attock. His fiction addresses a diverse range of subjects and
themes. His novel Khushboo Ban ke Lauten Gay is about love, loss, nostalgia for -
the past and a promise for future. .ln the present paper, issar's fiction has been
studied for its distinctive features.
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Abstract: Rasheed Hasan Khan is one of the most respected textual critics of the
Urdu world. His critical works are the most significant contributions. His letters also
hold academic significance. They have been edited and published in two volumes by
T. R. Raina. In the present paper, the second volume of Rasheed Hasan Khan's

letter has been critically reviewed.
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Abstract: Garcin de Tassy was a famous French critic and professor of Urdu. He
wrote several articles and books on Urdu language and literature. However, he used
to write in the French language. His history of Urdu was translated from French into
Urdu by Liliane Sixtine Nazroo as her PhD thesis, This translation is an important
contribution to the historical accounts of Urdu. Dr. Moin ud Din Ageel has edited,
annotated, introduced and publishe.d this translation. The present paper is its critical
review.
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Dr. Muhammad Sheeraz

Department of English, International Islamic University Islamabad

EXPLORING OPERATORS:
FORMS AND FUNCTIONS OF URDU DISCOURSE
MARKERS

Abstract: Discourse markers and their important role have been studied by
linguists 1n various languages of the world, particularly English. Their use in
Urdu, however, has not yet been explored. The present study explores various
types of discourse markers as employed in the Urdu language. It also highlights
the functions performed by these markers in Urdu. The study also shows
interesting borrowing patterns for Urdu discourse markers. While the Urdu
religious and cultural discourses are ornamented with markers from Arabic, the
Urdu academic and elitist discourses are peppered with those from English. This
hints upon the ongoing conflict as well as negotiation between tradition and
modemity as executed in Urdu.

Key words: Discourse markers, English, Urdu

1. Introduction
Variably referred to as ‘“clue words” (Reichman, 1981), “discourse
particles” (Schourup, 1985), “cue phrases” (Grosz & Sidner, 1986), “clue
phrases” (Cohen, 1987), "discourse deictics" (Schiffrin, 1987), “rhetorical
markers” (Scott & de Souza, 1990), “discourse operators” (Redeker,
1991), “sentence and clausal connectives” (Knott & Mellish, 1996),
“discourse cues” (Di Eugenio et al., 1997), “hesitations” (Toshi, 1997),
“cue words” (Byron & Heeman, 1997), “discourse connectives” (Webber
et al., 1999), “vocal hiccups” (Croucher, 2004), “turn-taking signals”
(Taboada, 2006), and “rhetorical signaling cues” (Fortuno, 2006),
discourse markers (DMs) are “sequentially dependent elements which
bracket unit of talk” (Schiffrin, 1987, p. 31). Before proceeding to more
definitions of this term, let us first consider this variability found in

different works to refer to them. Yun (2007) states in this regard:

The term DM has different meanings for different groups of
researchers, among them are semantic conjuncts, sentence connectives,
semantic connectives, clue words, cue words, discourse operators,
discourse particles, discourse signaling devices, indicating devices,
hyper propositional expressions, prefaces, pragmatic connectives,
pragmatic devices, pragmatic expressions, pragmatic formatives,
pragmatic markers, etc. (p. 50)



A careful reading of the above statement shows that the discourse markers
are either signaling words or connectives. So, they are used either on
discourse initial positions or between the utterances.

As they occur relatively more frequently in speaking (Ostman,
1982 as cited in Liu 2009, p. 358), the DMs are usually defined
speaker-listener context. Mariano (2002) states, for instance: “Discourse
markers are the lexical items which are used by the speaker to comment
upon the discourse plan and goals” (p. 5). In the same stream, Redeker
(1991, p. 1168) defines a discourse marker as “a word or phrase, for
instance, a conjunction, adverbial, comment clause, interjection that is
uttered with the primary function of bringing to listener’s attention a
particular kind of the upcoming utterance with the immediate discourse
context.” From this definition, it can be inferred that the primary function
of the DMs is to introduce the upcoming utterance, and that they are
context based. While on one hand they help speaker in bringmg the
listener’s attention, on the other hand “they help writers provide writing
which is effective and satisfactory” (Jalilifar, 2008, p. 114). Liu (2009)

gives what he calls a working definition of the DMs:

The working definition of discourse markers ... is as follows: first, they
are grammatically optional or syntactically independent; without the
discourse marker, the grammaticality of the utferance remains intact.
Second, they have little or no propositional meaning. If the discourse
marker is removed from the utterance, the semantic relationship
between the clements they connect remains the same. Third, they have
textual and/or interpersonal functions (p. 358, 359).

So if without DMs, the grammaticality of the utterance remains
unaffected—though Fraser, at one occasion, asserts that the DMs are a
"part of the grammar of a language" (1988, p. 32) but, in most cases,
particularly in the spoken discourse, they are grammatically independent,
at least till the time the linguists do not work out a separate grammar for
speaking—and if they have little or no meaning, and if the semantic
relationships among the elements they connect also remain intact then
what is the rationale to use them? In fact, “DMs are a functional, instead
of a lexical category” Mariano (2002). So they are used for functional
reasons not as grammatical or semantic necessity.

As a matter of fact, these particles not only help to build

coherence, they also fulfil multiple interactive functions

fundamental to the speaker-hearer relationship. Among

those pragmatic functions are showing politeness to the

addressee, carrying out repairs, attention-getting, feedback

and a number of others. (Moreno 2001, p. 130)



Giirbliz reinforces this idea by asserting that *“.. their main function is to
help the communication flow smoothly and make it more orderly by
managing a complex set of activities involving all elements of discourse”
(n. d., p. 4). Walrod (2006) commends the fruitfulness of the DMs in the
following words: “Discourse markers are the cues that are very effective
in keeping people on the right track in communication” (p. 10). While
others have defined different functions of the DMs, Cohen (2007)

considers them mono-functional as he states that:
...discourse markers are a mono-functional procedural class of verbal items,
whose overall function is to serve as conversational monitoring devices,
namely to indicate the status of a conversation participant’s alignment with the
ongoing conversation at a certain point within it (p. v).

The 1mportance of DMs in writing has been emphasized by Feng
(2010) who argues that “a good writing is not only grammatical, but also
cohesive and coherent” and because “discourse markers function as one of
the cohesive devices between words and sentences” so they should not be
ignored by the teachers of writing (p. 303-304).

The researchers in different languages of the world have also given
different examples of the DM:s. However, they do not yet agree upon a
definite set of them in a language. Some of them (e.g., Mariono, 2002)
have also pointed out that some words have a secondary use as the DMs.
Another reason for it is that the choice of expressions to be used as DMs
varies with the passage of time. Borrowing DMs from other languages is
also in practice. “English okay has entered the Hebrew discourse marking
system just as it has in many other languages™ (Maschler, 2003, p. 218).
The same is the case with Urdu where the speakers borrow okay, right,
etc. from English as I will discuss towards the end of this paper.

Miri Hussein (n.d.) gives a very comprehensive account of
relevance based and coherence based approaches to the analysis of the
DMs. Power et al. (n.d.) have given feature based treatment of the DMs.
However, the present study is mainly based on the coherence based theory
of the DMs. The “coherence theorists assume that the most important
property of texts is that texts are coherent” (Martinez, 2002, p. 130).

The nearest Urdu equivalents of the DMs are "2 (haroof-e-

jaza-o-saza) and 7 (haroof-e-atf), (Abid & Sheeraz, 2010), to borrow
the terms from Urdu grammar. However, these two terms have been
defined as connectives of expressions alone (e.g., by Azeem & Rizvi,
1977, p. 24), and not as signaling or clue or cue words. None of the books
on Urdu grammar, to my knowledge, has described the role of these -+
(haroof) as cohesive devices in spoken discourse, probably because Urdu



speaking is yet un-researched and unexplored, and linguistic studies of the
language have to go a long way yet.

2. Types and Examples of Discourse Markers in Urdu

As stated above, the experts have not yet agreed upon a definite set of the
discourse markers. However, on the basis of the studies brought out so far
(e.g., Schiffrin, 1987; Fraser, 1998), there can be three major categorics
for the types of the DMs which I have given here with examples from
Urdu. 1 have also tabulated their subcategories. Each of the three major
categories is followed by brief descriptive notes.

2.1 Types of DMs based on function

As the term discourse markers itself suggests, the most important aspect of
the DMs is functional. Probably owing to this fact, the number of
function-based DMs is greater than the other two major types of the DMs,
i.e., structure-based and position-based. Table 1 below gives the possible
types of function-based Urdu DMs with their examples.

Table 1: Function-based Urdu discourse markers

Types Examples

Markers of information management ' (oh), 7 (ah), Y4' (achha)

Markers of response & (achha), ¢ (han), ©
(1)

Markers of connection " fear 5 T
(giun keh)

Markers of cause and effect and vz (chun keh), <v% (chuna

implication ' cheh), % (lihaza),
& (nateejatan), JA (algharz)

Markers of time < (ab), < (tab), < (jab)

Markers of information and ' <& (matlab hae) &,

articipation :
pALREY (dekhiey), & (theek)

Markers of contrast S (jab keh), ¥ (ta ham)

$# (phirbhi), “*¢* (dusri
taraf)




Makers of digression and g — F (khair)

reconnection
Markers of sequencing and § g .
RS & " (awwalan), <% (lawa
elaboration
azeen), Y4t (mazeed
bar’aan), etc.

As the table shows, in Urdu, a number of discourse markers are available
to perform a variety of micro level functions that help produce cohesive
and effective discourse. From helping the interlocutor in managing the
information to prefixing an appropriate response, the DMs offer a variety
to choose from. They also perform the function of linking different parts
of the spoken or written texts which can be syntactically between two
words, phrases, or clauses, logically between cause and effect, temporally
between periods, spatially between places, argumentatively between
contrasts and reinforcements, and so on. Markers of digressions and
reconnection help in handling the complex patterns of the discourse and
are therefore more significant. The function of logically sequencing
different parts of the discourse is also performed by the discourse markers
in Urdu. Similarly, they help in the extension and elaboration of what is
already said.

As the table shows, the $ame markers can play more than one
function as well. In speaking, it is the tone that suggests the appropriate
function of a discourse marker to the listener whereas in writing it is the
punctuation that helps carry out this hint. In both, the context of the
discourse is also very significant to contribute toward the right decoding
of the meaning of a DM.

2.2 Types of DMs Based on Structure

Structurally, Urdu discourse markers are not very diverse. A word or a
simple combination of a few words may constitute a marker. Table 2
shows the structure-based types of the Urdu discourse markers and their
examples.

Table 2: Structure-based Urdu discourse markers

Types Examples

One word markers “' (achha), ¢t (han), & (ji),

~ (aur), £ (magar)
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Markers in a phrase ~ (matlab hae), “v% (chun
keh), =2Y% (chuna cheh),

<L (flawa azeen)

Markers in a split phrase ( = P axsr chsh S b i,

ete.

Most of the Urdu discourse markers are one word expressions with some
consisting of two or more words. The most interesting aspect of the
structure of the Urdu DMs is their use in a split phrase.

2.3 Types of DMs based on position

The variability of the position of the Urdu discourse markers also affects
their structure. There are four types of discourse markers based on position
as given below in table 3.

Table 3: Position-based Urdu discourse markers

Types Examples

Inter-word DMs #' (aur), F (magar)

Inter-sentential DMs ! (ab) sy (mazeed bar’aan)

#1 (aur)

Inter-dialogue DMs ¥! (achha), ¢ (han), ¢ (ji),
(oh)

Inter-para DMs o (ab), Vs —
bar’aan), 4 (aur), *

(awwalan), S (algharz)

The most frequently exploited position for Urdu discourse markers is

between words of various types. They also define the sentence boundaries

by being positioned between sentences. In speaking, their position

between dialogues is the most significant as it is there the DMs help the

speakers take turn, digress from the subject, reconnect, respond, etc. In
writing they are also positioned between paragraphs for the purpose of
cohesion, elaboration, and sequencing, etc.




i1

It is important to state here that the DMs given in the table above are just a
few examples. Their number might be greater than this.

The categories given above show that in Urdu the discourse markers are in
use both in writing and speaking. However, a separate study needs to be
conducted to explore the difference in the nature and frequency of the
discourse markers used in these two types of texts.

In this era of linguistic globalization, where English, the global lingua
franca, has become a contact language for almost all the languages of the
world, it is hard to ignore its influence. In Pakistani context, Urdu receives
a large number of lexical items from English. Discourse markers are a part
of these items. Even a cursory look at Urdu texts, particularly spoken,
would show some of the English discourse markers embedded in them.
The most frequently used English discourse marker in Urdu would be
“okay”. The DMs such as right, fine, etc. are also there in the discourses of
the Urdu speaking educated globalized middle classes. |
In its direct contrast, the speakers of Urdu also use some Arabic

expressions like 44 (Alhadolillah), 4 (Bismillah), etc. as DMs, which
is suggestive of their ideological commitments with Islam, and is indexical
to their Muslim identity. The simultaneous use of the expressions from
English and Arabic can be seen as a conflict as well as the negotiation
between tradition and modernity in the Urdu speaking world particularly
Pakistan.

Interestingly, sociolinguists (such as Schiffrin, 1987; Louwerse &
Mitchell, n.d.) have included semantically null expressions such as
clicking, uhm, hmm, um, etc. in the discourse markers. In that case most
of these and some more such expressions (such as ahan, ehm, etc.) used in
Urdu will also be considered as part of the set of Urdu DMs. |

3. Conclusion

In the present study, I have given an introduction to Urdu discourse
markers and their categories and types. To some, this might seem the
renaming of the grammatical catcgories that already exist in Urdu and
have been discussed in the works on Urdu gawaid with Urdu
nomenclature such as haroof-e-jaza-o-saza and haroof-e-atf. Arguably,
the terminology for grammar is misleading, and usually does not carry the
linguistic sense. It is because of this reason that the linguists in English
have also re-categorized the structure of English in linguistic terms to be
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able to give in-depth analysis of the language at its different linguistic
levels.

I suggest corpus based studies into the Urdu discourse markers to know
their frequencies. This will also help the linguists to define the set of Urdu
discourse markers. Keeping in mind the functional aspect, the discourse
markers of Urdu need specific focus by the teachers as well as the learners
of Urdu writing for without them writing a well-structured, well-knit and
well linked composition is not possible.
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Reading a Story-Retold:

An Intertextual Analysis of the Narrative Experimentation in Hesse’s Siddhartha

Note: In this article, whenever the words ‘Buddha’ and ‘Siddhartha’
appear, the former refers to the historical sage Lord Siddhartha Gautama
Buddha, the Sakya Muni, and the latter refers to the hero of Hesse’s novel
Siddhartha translated from the German into English by Hilda Rosner.!

Intertextuality as a Narrative Technique

‘Intertexture’ means to interweave different designs or substances to
achieve new and more useful, conducive and more enduring patterns.
Intertextuality deals with the links between one piece of literature and
another or several others that have a mutual bearin g upon each other. The
study of a text as an intertext is a liberating analytical tool to develop
holistic understanding and appreciation of comparative literature. For
example, SIDDHARTHA may be analyzed and understood with reference
to both Oriental and Occidental mystical traditions as well as philosophies.
Some of the references may link up with the famous doctrinal stand points
that define certain schools of thought and others may be just references to
various literary instances that bear resemblance.

It is very difficult to trace Hesse’s scope of reading, his direct or indirect
understanding of the various philosophies but for the sake of expediency,
we may assume that defying Kipling’s rhetorical statement about the
incompatibility between the East and the West, Hesse assimilated many of
those sensibilities and experiences that people of spiritual quest commonly
go through irrespective of their cultural and geographical variables,

Hesse has retold the story of Siddhartha Gautama Buddha and instead of
repeating the biographical account of the great sage, he has just taken a
few cues from the epic of Buddha’s struggle and has introduced
Siddhartha, a character of his own making to take into account the
universal mystical experience beyond the limitations of religion and
established legend.

Such a parallel, in terms of method of narration as well as spiritual quest
can be found in Urdu Literature as, for instance, Dasht-i-Soos by Jamila
Hashmi, a novel that retells the great mystical legend of Hussain bin



16

Mansoor Hallaj. Not only is the narrative method of the two texts
comparable but also the thematic subtleties. The initial happy life, the
renunciation, shaping influence of feminine companionship, intricacies
and challenges of the mystical path and ultimately the moment of
Oneness, all have the same fextere in both narratives.

Such a style may seem to breech the historical truth of the legends but it
fulfills the literary humanistic motifs and makes these stories more and
more connected to the condition of the ordinary human beings who may
never attain to such heights or depths but who, nevertheless, desire to be
emotionally related to the spiritual dictum which cannot be fully described
n words.

The desire of the human soul to be eternally related with the divine spirit
is as old as the birth of humanity itself because it was the very creation of
the human form that caused the first great parting between the creator and
the creation, the great divide. The basic premise of both Philosophy and
Mysticism is a set of two questions: Who am I? And, what is my position
with reference to the Universe?

Khulta nahin mere safar-i-zindagi ka raaz
Laoon kahan se banda-i-sahb-i-nazar ko main!
Hairaan he Bu-Ali ke main aaya kidhar se hoon,
Roomi ye sochta he ke jaoon kidhar ko main!*

(I cannot decipher the secret of the journey of life; where can I find a sage
who can see beyond the apparent? The scientist, Bu-Ali Sina is still
wondering about the origin of species whereas Rumi the mystic 1s
wondering what he will evolve into!)

These are the questions that have caused the great minds of the East and
West to ponder upon since the dawn of humanity. These have created a
quest that involves a lot of travelling, suffering and sacrifice, sometimes
facing threats and tortures and even the death sentence at the hands of
established tradition. All is borne with the hope of attaining a spiritual
resolution, beatific vision and man-God harmony.

Hermann Hesse also tries to answer these two questions and he has very
intelligently chosen Siddhartha as the center of his expanding circle of
scarch that extends in all directions. The mystical search is value-neutral
and cannot be measured by empiricist formulae or by the ethical standards
of a given time and space. The logocentricity is a very important principle
of the ontological question but the search for an enduring belief has to be
free. This is why Hesse's experiment of amalgamating the Western
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cultural and philosophical sensibility with the Eastern Mystical lore has -
always interested the international audience. '

Instead of going into the complicated religious terminology, Hesse has
described Siddhartha’s life only with reference to fictional turns of the
story. A comparative study of the protagonist’s creed and author’s
philosophical background provides ample evidence of Hesse’s
understanding of various religious and mystical doctrines. The intertextual
framework provides comparisons and contrasts in the background of the
culture that the writer hails from and the culture that he portrays in his
work.

The story of the novel begins with Siddhartha in the full bloom of his
youth with everything favourable on his side:

‘In the shade of the house, in the sunshine of the river bank
by the boats, in the shade of the sallow wood and the fig
tree, Siddhartha, the handsome Brahmin’s son, grew up
with his friend Govinda.”

It is a striking opening, using binaries for contrast. We see the majestic
interplay of the elements among which the human agency is being
fostered. There is sunlight as well as shade, nature as well as nurture,
home and the riverbank and the wood. The basic constituents of the
universe are in absolute harmony: Air freshly blowing from the trees,
Water generating music through the interplay of the waves in the river,
Earth holding the foundations of his house firmly like a mother, and the
fire of passion burning high within his heart.

The young man is in good health and has the comforting presence and a
supporting comradeship in Govinda, a friend who is never jealous, never
competing, acknowledging his greatness of the head and the heart and in
whose presence Siddhartha can think aloud. Govinda in Sanskrit means
cow-finder, flock-tender or a careful herdsman, In Hindu mythology,
Govinda is one of the titles of Lord Krishna who in turn is the
personification of Vishnu, the sustainer and maintainer of the COSmos, an
associate-principle of Brahman or Brahma, the creator of the world.*

Hesse’s description of Siddhartha’s surroundings as well as the names of
different characters throughout the novel are carefully chosen and not a
matter of mere coincidence. Such is Govinda, bucking up Siddhartha’s
spirit just like Lord Krishna, in Bhagavad Gita, keeps up the spirit of
Arjuna in the battlefield.’

The Dilemma of Being and Becoming
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According to all standards of normal psychology, such a person should be
very happy. Let us see what Hesse has to tell us more about him:

‘Already he knew how to pronounce Om silently — this
word of words, to say it inwardly with the intake of breath,
when breathing out with all his soul, his brow radiating the
glow of pure spirit. Already he knew how to recognize
Atman within the depth of his being, indestructible, at one
with the universe.” ®

In the midst of all this joy and happiness, we come to know that
Siddhartha was becoming an unhappy prince growing sadder and sadder
every day. The novel reads further:

‘Dreams and restless thoughts came flowing to him from
the river, from the twinkling stars at night, from the sun’s
melting rays. Dreams and restlessness came o him, arising
from the smoke of sacrifices, emanating from the verses of
the Rig-Veda...’ %

The great minds share a common property: unrest and dissatisfaction.
They are never fully satisfied with the scheme of affairs around them and
the quest for ‘the land of rest’ makes them consistently unrestful and they
start their journey of ‘thousand miles’ with a certain abrupt and yet firm
step. B '
Ik iztrab-i- musalsal ghayaab ho ke huzoor
Main khud kahoon to meri daastan draz nahin d

(A perpetual enthraliment whether I am in front of my beloved or not: My
story is not very long to narrate.) |

Renunciation and homelessness sometimes becomes an important step
towards reaching the destination. It 1s a journey within, a journey that must
have a beginning in the elements without. It 1s a journey not in the search
of God but within God. The mystic, the Wayfarer (Salik, Islamic
Mysticism) seeks oneness and the basic condition for such a search is that
the one is not in the quest of a material other. The quest apparently starts
in the phenomenal world and places the man of flesh and blood within the
confines of time and space; but the moment one crosses nto the spiritual
realm, the elemental conditionality is at once gone. Then there 1S no
juristic differentiation, no sectarian identity, no religious nomenclature,
and no claims of superiority. The great Muslim agnostic and mystic
Maulana Jalal ud Din Rumi says,

Cheh tadbeer aye musalmanan ke man khud ra nami danam
Na tarsa nay yahudam man na gabram nay musalmanam
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Makanam la makan bashad nishanam be nishan bashad
Na tan bashad na jaan bashad ke man az Jjaan-i-ja nanam
Dooiy az khud badar kardam yaki deedam doalam ra
Yaki joyam yaki danam yaki beenam vaid khwanam °

(What is to be done o Muslims? For I do not recognize myself. 1 am
neither Christian, nor Jew, nor Gaber, nor Muslim. My place is the
Placeless, my trace is the Traceless. ‘Tis neither body nor soul, for I
belong to the soul of the Beloved. I have put duality away, I have seen that
the two worlds are one, 1 seek one, I know one, I see one, I call one.)

The same theme has been presented by Baba Bulieh Shah:

Andar hoo tay baahar hoo wat Bahu kith labhainda hoo
Hoo da daagh muhabbat wala har dam pyvaa sarrainda hoo '’

(When God is both within and without, where does Bahu seek him? The
burnt-mark of ‘hoo’ is a mark of love and it keeps burning all the time.)

There is no beginning and no end. There is no time and no place.
Existence is dimensionless, surrounding everything and surrounded only
by itself: ever expanding and flowing. The same was Emily Dickinson’s
experience when she exclaimed:

Behind me dips Eternity, before me Immortality,
Myself — the Term between.”

And an example from the East may be quoted from Igbal when he says:

Ze rooye behr o sare kohsaar mi ayad
Wa laik mi na shanasam ke az kuja khaizam

(I come all the way from the surface of the ocean and the peaks of the
mountains but I cannot know where 1 engender from.)

Even the smallest glimpse of this universe of the Self can make a person
go off the balance. His behavior changes, his values transform and his
reasons for laughter and joy become different from the accepted familiar
standards,

Aashig hoyon rab da, hoyi malamat laakh
Tainoon kafir kafir aakhday, toon aaho aaho aakh ™

(When you fell in love with the Divine, everyone exasperated you. They
have labeled you an infidel and you should agree most generously. )
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It is reported that Hadhrat Umar (r.a.) and Hadhrat Ali (r.a.) went to see
Hadhrat Uways AL-Qami in Yemen as directed by the Prophet
Muhammad (s.a.w.): “When you see him, give him my greeting, and bid
him pray for my people.” They inquired about him from his townsfolk
who were visiting Makkah, the latter replied in a very casual tone, ‘heis a
man beside himself who dwells in solitude and associates with no one. He
does not eat what men eat, and feels no joy or sorrow. When others smile
he weeps and when others weep, he smiles.”

This mystical path is not in a straight line, nor is the manner and the
etiquette of travelling. It is a strange spiraling way that changes the entire
map every moment. It weaves around the traveler and makes him one with
it. There is no more ‘I am on the path.” There 1s only, ‘1 am the Path.’
There is no more ‘I am in love’, it is only ‘I am Love’.

This is what Turk-i-Garami has very beautifully described in the following
two verses:

Kahay koi anal haque, ham anal mehboob kehtay hain
Sar apna, shore apna, shoug apna, muda’a apna

(There may be someone who says ‘I am God!’, what 1 say is, ‘I am the
beloved.” I have my own head, my own ideas, my own keenness, and my
OwWn yearning.)

Piyoo piyaara tan man hoyo, ab ham kaun kahawain ge

Maanind majnoon bekhud ho ana laila shore machawain ge i

(The beloved has become my body and my soul, now how would I be
recognized! 1 shall be held in ecstasy like Majnoon, shouting aloud that 1
myself am Laila!) |

Siddhartha’s Quest

With such subtle disposition of Quest and the shaping influence of Nature
growing all around him, we see this sojourner, Siddhartha, the prince of
Kapilavastu of the Sakya clan, born in Lumbini (now in Nepal) in the year
563 BC, the son of King Saddhodhana and Queen Maya, the husband of
Yasodhara and Rahula’s father, who at the age of twenty nine experienced
the first rudimentary reverberations of ‘Om’” V7

The description of Renunciation as provided by Karen Armstrong, gives a
supporting evidence to Hesse’s narrative:

‘One night toward the 6th century B.C.E., a young man
called Siddata Gotama walked out of his comfortable home
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in Kapila vastu in the foothills of the Himalayas and took
to the road. We are told that he was twenty nine years old.
We are told that he was twenty nine years old. His father
was one of the leading men and had surrounded Gotama
with every pleasure that he could desire.

He had a wife and a son who was only a few days old, but
Gotama had felt no pleasure when the child was born. He
had called the little boy Rahula, or ‘fetter’: the baby, he
believed, would shackle him to a way of life that had
become abhorrent. He had a yearning for an existence that
was “wide open” and as ‘complete and pure as a polished
shell’, but even though his father’s house was elegant and

refined, Gotama found it constricting, ‘crowded’ and
sy 18

‘dusty”’.

For the people pent up in luxury or otherwise apartment buildings in the
modern metropolitans, reduced to sense perception and empiricist
sensibility, thinking only in terms of their respective salary-packages and
other social and political fears and hopes with some kind of popular media
as indispensible as oxygen, Siddhartha’s journey is surely beyond
comprehension. |

But for those who have the desire to see beyond the ordinary and the
apparent, this Path is worth treading, its sufferings are worth bearing
because the liberation that it promises is worthwhile. There is no idea of
death in this idea of liberation. One frees oneself in one’s present life
without leaving it.'”:

Normally it is believed that Buddhism is all about attaining Nirvana which
is generally translated as a state of inner peace and salvation but the
Masters of the Secret Teachings in Tibet believe that this word cannot be
adequately translated. Their equivalent for nirvana is the phrase ‘gone
beyond suffering.” *° According to these masters, to go beyond suffering is
attainable not by wandering about here and there but through non-activity

5 21
‘tos med’.

Liberation is achieved by the practice of non-activity. It is neither inertia
nor abstaining from doing anything. According to this ancient wisdom, it
1s impossible for a living thing to do nothing. To exist is in itself, a kind of
activity. The doctrine of non-activity does not in any way aim at those
actions which are habitual in life like eating, sleeping, walking, speaking
or reading etc. Although these Buddhist masters appreciate the joy of
solitude, they do not consider it indispensible. As for the practice of non-
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activity itself, they judge it absolutely necessary for the ﬁroduction of the
state of deliverance called Tharpa. *

The Buddhist masters have an oft repeated classic simile of the two
chains. Whether one is bound by an iron chain or a golden chain, the
person is bound all the same. The activity used in the practice of virtue 1s
the chain of gold while that utilized in evil deeds is the iron chain. Both
imprison the doer. According to Dhammapada, >

‘He who has shaken off the two chains, that of good and that of evil, he is
a Brahmin.” **

When Siddhartha perceives the message of liberation, he treads the Path,
without any hesitation. He breaks the chains of relationships and starts off
doing the more difficult thing, unraveling the knots of the self. The way it
comes to him, it comes all of a sudden with an abruptness that is
unprecedented in him. He is possessed to the extent that he talks about
himself in the third person when he says to Govinda:

‘Tomorrow moming my friend, Siddartha is going to join

the Samanas. He is going to become a Samana.” >

Siddhartha does not only renounce the family, he breaks away from
divinity. He asks questions to which the conventional religion does not
have answers. It i1s at this point that Hesse tells us the secret that had been
revealed to Siddhartha:

‘One must find the source within one’s own self, one must
possess it. Everything else was seeking --- a detour, error.” *®

This idea, Hesse tells us became Siddhartha’s thought, his thirst and his
SOITOW.

Interestingly, we find the same feelings and questions and resolution in the
story of Hussain bin Mansoor Hallaj:

“What is this existence? He would ask himself. What is
manifestation? He would repeat the question. Something
would throb near his jugular vein and whisper, ‘Beyond
your reach...beyond your understanding...and nobody is
there to tell you...” A

Govinda, Siddhartha’s dearest friend, and by implication the
personification of Krishna the Lord, is to be seen in the first scene of
Siddhartha’s life when as a reader we are introduced to him. Govinda is
with him when he renounces the world. He becomes a Samana with him.
They present themselves before Gautama Buddha together. And then
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Govinda is held back so that he may later be a witness to Siddhartha’s
ultimate transformation.

According to various Buddhist textual traditions, Buddha’s chief disciple
and his personal attendant was his first cousin Ananda who is also
remembered for his fabulous memory. When after Buddha’s death, the
First Council was held at Rajagraha, Ananda was chosen to recite all of
the sermons preached by Buddha, thus establishing the canonical record
known as Sutta Pitaka or the Basket of Discourses. So we have a Very
complicated intricacy to settle: Is Govinda Krishna or Ananda? Or do the
three share the same existence? More questions come trailing before us:
Who is Vasudeva? Who is Kamala? Who is Kamaswami? What is the role
of Siddhartha’s son? Why is Govinda restored to him again and again?
Why do we have Him testify the Nirvana of Siddhartha even in the last
moment of the story? Is this not that same Oneness, the Unity in Diversity
that rolls back to itself? Is it not the wheel of existence that comes to full
circle?

According to Advaita Vedanta:

The world is not unreal but we misperceive it because of
our ignorance, and because of the power of Maya. We sce
the world and ourselves, as separate entities having
particular names and forms, where in reality, all is
Brahman. Thus the world is illusory, unreal in an ultimate
sense because its manifestations are impermanent, and
reality is Nirguna Brahman, Ultimate Reality, beyond all
attributes and qualities.?®

Hesse quotes freely from the Vedantic literature which is a clear proof of
his involvement with Hinduism as a religious philosophy. At no point does
he concern himself with the social philosophy by way of censure. This
means he has consciously suppressed the usually dominant Western
concern with the sociological aspect of oriental anthropology. But the very
idea that Siddhartha was not happy with the scheme of things in Hinduism
practiced in his vicinity, indirectly carries a parallel to the reformative zeal
in the character of the historical Buddha that had made his spirit revolt
against the odds of the religion of his forefathers.

Siddhartha moves on with the ascetics in the woods learning the ‘still
passion, devastating service and unpitying self-denial...Rather than
fulfilling his ideal of the Self, he decides to become empty, to become
empty of thirst, desires, dreams, pleasure and sorrow ---to let the self die,
to experience the peace of empty heart, to experience pure thought ...
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when all the passions and desires were silent, then the last must
awaken....””

But of course, in order to become ‘empty’, one has to have a filling up.
Siddhartha’s example of being blessed by all imaginable material and
spiritual good and the consequent renunciation stands out true to this.
Igbal has a similar convincing thesis in this regard:

Ho sadagat ke liye jis dil main marnay ki tarap
pehlay apnay paikar | khaki main jaan paida karay!*°

(Whoever desires to die on the cross of truth, must let the life be infused
into his body first.)

Siddhartha’s disinterestedness in the known forms of religion and
religious teachings is evident at several points in the novel. For example,
when he makes up his mind to leave the Samanas, he tells Govinda: ‘I
have become distrustful of teachings and learning and that I have little
faith in words that come to us from teachers.””!

Now this is very well related to Hesse’s own experience as a protestant.
He himself has suggested that his Siddhartha is a modern day protestant
and that nothing in the novel is to be read in isolation.”

Siddhartha does not stay with the Gautam. He enjoys Buddha’s sense of
achievement, his unfading light and his invulnerable peace. There are so
many hundreds of people that travel far and wide to hear Buddha speak.
But Siddhartha has no such craving. His deep vision has provided him
enough of the teaching through the unspoken word. He can see: ... that in
every joint of his every finger of his hand there was knowledge they
spoke, breathed, radiated truth.”>

Govinda as a fellow pilgrim, is a man of smaller vessel. His measure is
filled up very easily. He wants to settle down when and where he has a
sense of fulfillment and thus represents those people who wish to take root
at a given place and continuc the vegetable life. For Siddhartha the
journey is never ending. For him the destinations are meaningless.

Guzar ja aql se aagay ke ye noor
Charagh-i-raah hay, manzil nahin hay! #
(Walk across the logic for this is just the light of the street lamp and not
that of the destination.)

Taking Departure from Lord Buddha
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Siddhartha is bold enough to request Lord Buddha for an exclusive
hearing and at this point Hesse gives us his understanding of the gist of
Buddha’s ontological teachings. Siddhartha recalls that the world 15 a
complete and unbroken chain, linked together by cause and effect. There
is a complete coherence, no loopholes, clear as crystal, neither dependent
on chance, nor on gods. He says, ‘... according to your teachings, this
unity and logical consequence of all things is broken in one place.
Through a small gap, there streams into the world of unity something
strange, something new, something that was not there before and that
cannot be demonstrated and proved. 25

Buddha in the novel seems to have reached the point of equilibrium. He is
at rest. Siddhartha must go on. In Igbal’s words:

Aati thi koh say sada raz ihavaat hay sakoon
Kehta tha moor i natwaan, lulf-i-kharaam aur hay! =

(The firm hill declared that the secret of life was rest but the feeble ant
was of the view that the secret lies in motion.)

One is intent on observing rest and the other wished to undergo motion
while the ultimate goal of both is the same. This contrast in the
conclusions of the master of the path and the wayfarer as evident in
Hesse’s work may also refer to the differing cosmological views of the
philosopher scientists particularly those working in the domain of theory
of relativity. -

Under the auspices of relativity, we understand the states of motion and
rest with reference to certain perspectives. The light emutting from a
source and falling upon a body are apparently both a simultaneous
phenomenon and if both the source and the object are stationary from our
point of view the impact of the light beam and the glow that it produces
would also be fixed and stationary. We know from our common sense that
if the light has travelled a certain distance, it cannot be stationary but if we
measure the photon velocity at any given instant, the smaller the unit of
time we take, the smaller would be the speed. Till at the smallest of all
units of time, the particle would be at rest but we know that the great
speed of the photon evades all such measurement and a distance of say, a
meter is covered in no time. >’

This simultaneity is what we understand as wholeness and oneness just
like a room illuminated with electric light is bright in all the corners but
any erect object can produce a shadow whose direction would determine
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the angle at which the light is travelling. But this is the enigma of the
physical world.

In the realm of spiritual existence, such formulae hold but little
importance. Rest and movement are all relative in the physical world, in
the world of truth these are meaningless. According to Lao Tse, what
cannot be found in motion, will be found in rest. &

The bifurcation that Hesse has affected between Buddha and Siddhartha,
on the one hand might appear to be a mistake in understanding of the
historical position but owing to the amount of interest and knowledge
based on research with his physical presence in the areas of Buddhist
learning and his being in contact with the masters of this spiritual science,
Hesse cannot be charged with such a mistake. Hesse has divided one
personality into two to determine the dimensions of oneness which could
not be ascertained otherwise. An ocean can only exist if there are waves in
it and since the wholeness is constituent of unity, it is the wave that makes
the ocean flow. Still another idea of the philosophy is that those who do
not become a part of the ocean can never understand the reality of life.
~ Igbal says in his Persian poem Zindagi-o-Amal:

Sahil e uftada guft, garchay bassay zeestam

Haich na maloom shud aah ke man cheestam

Mauj e ze khud rafta e taiz kharameed o gufi,

Hastam agar me rawam, gar na rawam neestam 4

(The tired sea shore lamented: Though I have lived so long, alas I know
not yet what the reality of my existence is! A wave rose up out of itself
quickly and replied: I exist if I move, and if I do not, I am naught.)

Igbal continues with this theme at other places and his final conclusion is
that movement and travelling is the secret of life..

Faraib-i-nazar hay sakoon o sabaat
Tarapta hay har zarra e kainaat *

(It is but an illusion that something is moving and another is at rest. Every
atom in the universe quivers and vibrates.)

He declares this movement to be at the heart of learning even the esoteric
truths that the mystic sages of all ages have craved to learn.

Buddha talks to Siddhartha about salvation from suffering and moving
away from the life of suffering and desires. They talk at length but both of
them know that words cannot decide the riddle of the heart that defies
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reason. Hesse tells us that in the final moment of their meeting, Buddha
smiles with an imperturbable brightness and friendliness and then looking
steadily at his face, he dismisses Siddhartha with a gesture that is hardly
visible to the eye.”

Thus Siddhartha ultimately separates himself from rest and decides to step
into the phenomenal world so as to be able to suggest a philosophy which
is free of imperfections and flaws, a plausible and dependable philosophy
in harmony with the great scheme of things.

The Buddha in Dhamaapada says of Nirvana that it is the highest
happiness or in other words, something above happiness. This happiness is
an enduring, transcendental happiness integral to the calmness attained
through enlightenment or Bodhi, rather than the happiness derived from
impermanent things. In other words, the knowledge accompanying
Nirvana is Bodhi.

The Buddha explains Nirvana as ‘the unconditioned’ or asankhata mind. ..
a mind that has come to the point of perfect lucidity and clarity due to the
cessation of the production of the volitional formations. This is the
condition of Amaravati or deathlessness. Jt produces wholesome Karma
and finally allows the cessation of Karma with the attainment of Nibbana.
Otherwise a Being would keep wandering through the impermanent and
suffering generating realms of desire, form and formlessness, collectively
termed Samsara.42_

The modern logical philosophy and mathematical reasoning are incapable
of certain potentialities of Truth as these originate from conventionally
accepted assumptions that have not yet been tested outside the fixed
paradigms of scientific enquiry. According to Allan Bishop:

‘... it doesn’t matter where you are, if you draw a flat
triangle, measure all the angles with a protractor, and add
the degrees together, the total will always be
approximately 180 degrees ... because mathematical truths
are absiractions from the real world, they are necessarily
context free and universal,

But where do “degrees’ come from? Why is the total 1807
Why not 200 or 1009 Indeed, why are we interested in
triangles and their properties at all? The answer to all these
questions is, essentially, ‘because some people determined
that it should be that way.” Mathematical idea, like any
other ideas, are humanly constructed. They have a culturai
history.” *
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Alan Bishop refers to the anthropological literature that demonstrates the
fact that the mathematics learnt in the contemporary schools is not the
only mathematics that exists in the world. There are various cycles of
numbers that are not based on ten. Counting can be done in other ways
than 1,2,3...the finger count. This is fascinating as well as provocative for
anyone imagining that theirs is the only system of counting and recording
numbers.

Alan Bishop also refers to the conception of space whose unipolarity has
restricted the sense perception of the modern mind. ‘The conception of
space which underlies the Euclidean geometry is also only one conception:
it relies particularly on the ‘atomistic’ and ‘object oriented’ ideas of
points, lines, planes and solids. Other conceptions exist such as that of
Navajos where space is neither sub-divided nor objectified, and where
everything is in motion.”*

Hesse must have in his mind the Sanskrit meanings of the two major
names of Buddha ‘the enlightened one’; his clan name Gaufama which is
a state of rest between darkness and light and Siddhartha, which means
‘he who achieves his aim’ indicating movement. The two alternative
names suggested in the Buddhist texts are also symbolically very relevant:
He is referred to as Bhagavat the Lord and as he reportedly calls himself:
Tathagata which means both one who has thus come and one who has
thus gone. »

Through these two characters, the historical and the fictional, Hesse has
presented his theory of destiny. It is about finding one’s path, one’s place
in life, a place where one can ‘fit’ and experience self-actualization. He
tells us that this process cannot or may not be completed overnight.
Spiritual maturation requires the experience of years. One may come
across many teachers but one must continue to travel. It is reported that

Buddha’s last words were, ‘“Work out your own salvation with diligence.
46 :

The Duality Principle

Siddhartha’s quest brings him to both extremes, living as a rich man of
the world and living without any earthly possessions, living a sensuous life
to the fullest standards of Kama Sutra. But in the end of all the
vicissitudes, he walks his own path. Thus the novel is a good piece of
spiritual-success literature for anyone who feels lost or confused not
knowing what to do when everything to be done is muddled up and the
only path clearly available the way to go back. The psychological impact
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our leave and go our way.

Hesse tells us that Buddha, the Hlustrious One is staying in the garden of
Anathapindika, known as Jetavana in the town of Savathi. Like the story

of Govinda, there is a very interesting and complicated scheme of things
here:

Anathapindika according to the Buddhist legend was a wealthy business
man who was one of Budddha’s chief patrons and lay followers from
Sravasti (Hesse’s spellings slightly vary). He built a monastery for the
community, known as Jetavana, in Sravasti a site at which Buddha spent
the last twenty five rainy seasons of his ministry. Anathapindika saw the
Buddha regularly, and bestowed so many gifts on the community that he
was eventually reduced to poverty. *’

If the mystical principle of kannak, kodi, kamni’*® is to be fulfilled, then
Siddhartha must also have a man of commerce in his story. Hesse brings
forward the character of Kamaswami, the tradesman to highlight the
mundane element in the exotic spiritual journey of Siddhartha. The name
Kamaswami is also interesting: Kama which means desire or love or the
god of love and Swami which means a Master or a spiritual teacher and is
a word of great respect. *°

It is interesting to note that Kamala and Kamaswami enter his life
simultaneously. Kamala’s name itself seems made up of the root kama, the
desire, the love, the god (dess) of love. The word Kama Sutra, the name of
a famous Tantric Hindu manual of erotic love written in 300 A.D. also
comes to the mind and since Siddhartha is there with Kamala to learn the
art of love, the etymology of the names may be significant.

In conformity with the Kama Sutra principle of sexuality-spirituality
coordination, Hesse describes the art of love that Siddhartha learns from
Kamala with almost religious devotion. One is also reminded of the
Chinese I-Ching principle of Yin and Yang: Yin and vang mean literally
the “dark side” and the “sunny side” of a hill. In Chinese and much other
Far Eastern thought, they represent the opposites of which the world is
composed: light and dark, male and female, heaven and Earth, birth and
death, matter and spirit. This is called a system of dualism, or two-
sidedness.

The two forces yin and yang are believed to be complementary and
contrasting principles. Each makes up for what the other lacks, and the
wholeness of the world would be incomplete if there were a deficiency of
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cither. In other words, Yin is the feminine principle: the principle of
darkness, negativity, and femininity in Chinese philosophy that is the
counterpart of yang. And Yang is the masculine element: in Chinese
philosophy, the principle of light, heat, motivation, and masculinity that is
the counterpart of yin and is thought to exist along with yin in all things. >

The symbol suggests the two opposite principles or forces that maintain
the balance of life. But for Siddhartha, the attainment of this balance is not
that easy. He has to follow a certain course of action, a whole ritual before
he becomes Yang.

Kamala 1s ready to accept Siddhartha but only with the condition of his
involvement in business of the world. Perhaps by putting this condition,
she is trying to cure the Samana from the forest of his remaining links with
the previous life. To understand Kamala-Siddhartha eroto-spiritual
relationship, we have to go beyond the generally understood
libidinousness. The softness of their approach and the experience of
togetherness and then the lesson of mutual appreciation and thanksgiving
seem to be the training of ‘psychic energy’ as Jung calls it, corresponding
to the ‘elan vital " the vital urge of Bergson. °'

Hesse has made the Kamala-Siddhartha relationship more graphic and
iHlustrated and has depicted it as a turming point in his life because the
novel 1s meant for the modern audience for whom the mechanization and
dehumanization of the human sexuality has created certain prejudices that
amount fo the negation of higher sentiments.

This is in line with the Eastern mystical sensibility that the ishg-i-hagigi or
the Divine Love can only be understood when a person has some exposure
to or experience of ishg-i-majazi the mundane love. According to the
pantheistic philosophy the universe is composed of egos. There is a rising
note of egohood. Out of the combination of minor egos, new forms of
higher egos emerge. There are physical egos, plant egos, animal egos and
human egos. Even the whole universe is also the Ego, the supreme and all
comprehensive ego viz. God. God is the ultimate Duration and ultimate
Reality, %

One way or the other Siddhartha is passing through the process of
transmigration of the soul just like he has experienced the metamorphosis
when he perfects his Samana discipline in the second chapter of the book.

The feel of the money, the confidence of the craft, the capability of
winning and the spiritual fruits of his previous training, as Siddhartha
himself declares to Kamaswami, ‘I can think, I can wait, I can fast.’, all
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join together and make his personality just ripe enough for the next lesson
that awaits him on the journey. This time it epitomizes itself in the form of
Kamala.

“You are Kamala and no one else, and within you there is a
stillness and sanctuary to which you can retreat at any time
and be yourself just as I can... [ am like you. You cannot
love either...perhaps people like us cannot love. Ordinary
people can - that is their secret.””” >

Siddhartha must go on. He is in no hurry to reach anywhere. In fact he has
to go nowhere. And yet he must go because the continuity cannot be
halted. Journeying is all important. Movement is life. Stagnation is death.
This is the point where he leaves the world of Sansara. Never to return.

Omer Khayaam says something of the same effect:

Dear love, when you are free to slough your skin and become naked spirit, soaring far
across God's Empyrean, you will blush that you lay cramped so long in body s goal. **

Next time we see Siddhartha, he is wandering by the river. Flowing water,
the pure and the purifying water. ‘He looked down and was completely
filled with a desire to let himself go and be submerged in the water. A
chilly emptiness in the water reflected the terrible emptiness of his soul. ..
might the fishes devour him, this dog of a Siddhartha...’ 55

Out of this self-abasement, came the recognition, after the constriction, the
release. Siddhartha experienced the right understanding. When Siddhartha
finally moves away from Sansara, he walks up to the river. It is the same
river that had led him to Sansara some vears back, His crossing the river
was one journey, one conscious activity, a volitional activity and therefore
an act of Karma. His stay out there was another journey, another Karma.
One thing would lead to another. The retributive appropriation of every
deed would affect automatically and would be determined by the nature of
the deeds done. Buddhists believe that any volitional act is Cetana. But the
ultimate cetana is the search for Moksha, the enli ghtenment.

In SIDDHARTHA, this has been symbolically shown in the last chapter
and on the very last page, when we see Govinda with tears in his eyes,
realizing, understanding and then prostrating before Siddhartha while the
latter sits in samadhi with a complete resolution of purpose and fulfillment
in an absolute peace.

This is the moment when Siddhartha, to speak in Buddhist discourse,
undergoes anatman, literally meaning “not-self”. Buddha, after his
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Nirvana had asserted that something pure, subtle and eternal like the
Atman could not associate with something impure, gross and impermanent
like the body. Buddha according to this tradition would be the individual
who can put an end to the entrapment in the cycle of perpetual rebirth in
samsara. For the general masses, it is good to observe the ritual practices,
community worship and preaching and teaching of the faith and belief
systems. But for those who cannot slip their questions under the carpet,
new dimensions, new horizons and new vistas are required. They attain to
the highest knowledge and yet they desire more.

Religious truths can be known and understood and even conveyed but the
mystical experience can only be gone into. It is not like diving into the sea
and then surface as soon the oxygen ends. It is to dig through the sea bed
and pour into the unfathomable depths. No reports are to be conveyed
back to the headquarters, for there is none out there. It is the search of the
spiritual headquarter and there are no witnesses required.

Siddhartha did it the way Socrates, his contemporary did it, by questioning
into the depths of soul. At every step they took, they went by the path of
agnostics. ‘One thing only 1 know, and that is that I know nothing.” It is
said that philosophy begins when one learns to doubt. And the fit targets
of the doubt are usually the cherished beliefs and axioms and platitudes.
Socrates famously said: gnothi seauton: Know thyself. >

Earlier philosophers like Thales and Heraclitus, Zeno, Pythagoras and
Empedocles etc. who sought for the physis or nature of external things, the
laws of the material and measureable world. But Socrates was of the view
that there is a subject greater than the birds and trees and stars, and that is
man’s mind, the study of what man is and what can he become. So he set
himself up in exploring the human soul and tried to question the
assumptions and certainties. >

Siddhartha journey seems to be a cyclic one. He is going round and
round, making discoveries and then entering into the wider orbits to live
through more intensely. Iike all the wayfarers of the mystical and
philosophical nature, he seems also to be looking for something that is
eternally good. He seems to defy and ultimately break down the principles
of rest and motion.

When he is offered to finally rest at Jetavana by the most illustrious
Buddha, he decides to be in motion, and when he chooses to leave kamala
and Kamaswami and everything that belongs to him in the daily
movement and carries on with a journey that might never have ended, he
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meets the river and then takes to rest and the rest is so absolute that even
Vasudeva cannot continue with him and he leaves for the woods. This
restlessness and agitation is perhaps the cause of all change and
transformation that we experience around us. As Igbal had said:

Sakoon Muhaal hay qudrar ke karkhanay main
Sabaat aik taghayyur ko hay zamaanay main >

(The absolute rest is impossible within the realm of nature. The only thing
consistent in the universe is inconsistency.)

We see that Hesse has portrayed Siddhartha as a great intellectual. He
never says that he has some doubts about the religion. He is just looking
for something very good. In words of Baruch Spinoza (1632-1677):

After experience had taught me that ail things that
frequently take place in ordinary life are vain and futile,
and when I saw that all things that I feared, and which
feared me, had nothing good or bad in them save in so far
that the mind was affected by them; I determined at last to
inquire whether there was ‘anything which might be
affected to the exclusion of all other things; I determined, I
say, to inquire whether I might discover and attain the
faculty of enjoying throughout eternity continual supreme
happiness...”

It is only that Siddhartha, like Hesse himself wanted to rise to the

possibility of the happiness of the intellectual love of God. And that God
for him was not out there:

Wohi asi-i-makan-o-lamakan hay
Makaan fdya shay hay? Andaaz-i-bayaan hay
khizar kiyoon kar bataay kiya bataay
Agar mahi kahay darva kahaan hay *°

(It is He who is the reality of time and space. And what is temporality
except a way of describing an experience! How would a spiritual guide
answer the riddle if a swimming fish should want to know the address of
the water?)

Buddhism affirms time as progressing in a circular fashion, referred to as
the Wheel of Samsara, with rebirth anticipated at the end of each
successive life. At the same time it seeks to break this system and in doing
s0 it goes beyond religion. Gautama Buddha taught a way of life devoid of
authority, ritual, speculation, tradition, and the supernatural. He stressed
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on intense self-effort. His last words before he died at the age of 80 were:
Work out your own salvation with diligence. °*

On the one hand it accounts for Hesse’s Siddhartha to separate himself
from the Buddha and look for his own salvation and on the other hand it
determines that destiny is a personal affair and has nothing to do with the
outside influences. This idea is against the creation theory of the revealed
religions and is closer to the pantheistic theory which is based on the idea
that the world is not a different substance from God but the same
substance in another form. How one, then become the many? For this
answer we look to Plotinus (205-170 AD).

About the time Hesse wrote SIDDHARTHA, Plotinus was commonly read
in post-war Europe with zeal owing to the fact that the intellectuals were
looking for an esoteric explanation of life. According to Plotinus, the
cosmos arises out of the One by a series of emanations, or descending
steps. Each step in the emanation series is a step downward in point of
value till passing through the sphere of Intelligence and World Soul, we
enter the world of matter below which there is pure Non-being. *

These words of Plotinus bear remarkable similarity with Siddhartha’s
words when he answers to Govinda’a question about the real thing and the
intrinsic thing: ‘If they are illusion, then I also am illusion, and so they are
always the same nature as myself. It is that which makes them so lovable
and venerable.” %

The texts of the Christian Mystics like Jan van Ruysbroeck as intertexts
cannot be overlooked in this connection. In his book The Adornment of the
Spiritual Marriage, he writes:

"For to comprehend and understand God above all similitudes, such as he
1s in Himself, is to be God with god, without mtermediary, and without
any otherness that can become a hindrance or an intermediary.

- Whosoever wishes to understand this, must have died to himself and must
live in God, and must turn his gaze to the eternal light in the ground of his
spirit, where the hidden truth reveals itself without means,” %

It is almost what the Muslim Mystics mean when they say: mootoo gabla
un tamoot: Die before you actually die i.e. the lesson of unity and oneness.
But what happens when this union takes place? Can we continue with the
physiology and psychology that we have or that an extra energy is restored
to us, something transcendental?
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In SIDDHARTHA, Buddha has experienced it, Siddhartha has experienced
it, Govinda has experienced it through him, and so has Kamala and
Vasudeva, but the words fail to describe it and a smile, an affirming
confident and resolute smile, lifts the fog from the mystery of being. Only
images can substitute it when Hesse provides us with the kaleidoscopic
vision through the eyes of Govinda: ‘He no longer saw the face of his
friend Siddhartha. Instead he saw other faces, many faces, a long series, a
continuous stream of faces — hundreds, thousands, which all came and
disappeared and yet all seemed to be there at the same time, which all
continually changed and renewed themselves and which were yet all
Siddhartha.” ®*

The search for this oneness and wholeness has been the central doctrine of
Sufism. A sufi is a lover of Truth, of the Perfection of the Absolute. As the
great Sufi mystic Jalal al din Rumi illustrates with his story of the elephant
in the dark, the Truth can only be seen in the light of the Spiritual Path but
the entirety of the Experience of Truth cannot be compromised.

According to his story an elephant belonging to a travelling exhibition had
been stabled near a town where no elephant had been seen before. Four
curious citizens, hearing of the hidden wonder, went to see if they could
get a preview of it. When they arrived at the stable they found that there
was no light. The investigation therefore had to be carried out in the dark.
Individually touching its trunk, ear leg and back the four found the
elephant to be a hosepipe, a fan, a pillar and a throne respectively.

None could form the complete picture; and of the part which each felt, he
could only refer to it in terms of things which he already knew. The result
of the expedition was confusion. Like the elephant, Existence, according
to Sufi Cosmology, is like an unimaginable vast tapestry woven from the
Divine qualities. Only by distancing ourselves from the surface
immediately before us can we hope to find its meaning as well as our own
place in the tapestry. |

We can compare this with the cosmology propounded by Bertrand Russell
in his essay: The Ultimate Constituents of Matter from his book:
Mysticism and Logic. The book was published in 1918 (four years before
the publication of SIDDHART, HA) and due to the thrill that it had created,
there is a probability that Hesse would also have had a look on it.

Russeli conceives the world as consisiing of a multitude of entities
arranged in a certain pattern. The entities that are arranged are particulars
and the pattern results from the relations of these particulars. According to
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him series of such particulars that have the analogy of the notes in a
symphony would make some wholes that he likes to call as logical
constructions or symbolic fictions. According to him the analogues of the
successive particulars would be regarded as specific states of one ‘thing’.
What he is trying to resolve is whether the object of sense is mental or
physical and believes that a true theory of matter requires a division of
things into time-corpuscles as well as into space-corpuscles. #

He further develops these particulars into perspectives and judges these
with reference to time. ‘The one all-embracing time’ as he calls if.
According to him, ‘We may therefore define the perspective to which a
given particular belongs as ‘all-particular simultancous with the given-
particular, where simuitancous is to be understood as - direct simple
relation, not the derivative constructed relation of phys1cs

What Russell is trying to do is the same what Hesse is attempting in his
fiction and what Buddha actually experienced and that is to develop a
frame of mind that can take in the entire experience of life and synthesize
it into one whole. The limited human mental perspective and the
ontological necessity are two banks of the river and the experience of
oneness is the flowing water that joins the two.

The water flowing in a river in a given instant might be determined as a
moment but the moment itseif is too weak to tie the flow of the river.
Every moment there is a movement and the continuity can only be marked
by perpetuity that defies momentarism. In the history of Islamic
philosophy, it is known as inna al-aarad la yabga zamanayn which
means: No accident remains in existence for two units of time. W

Ibn ‘arabi goes one step further when he says that there is absolutely
nothing in the world, be it a substance or an accident, remaining in
existence for more than one minute. Since accidents must inhere in
substances, all the accidents are the accidents of the ultimate and only self-
subsistent Substance which is none other than the Absolute. All existents
in the world — whether so called substances or the so called accidents — are
in reality accidents that appear and disappear on the surface of the
Ultimate Substance, just like innumerable buubles that appear and
disappear on the surface of water. Ibn ‘Arabi concludes: inna al-alam
kulla-hu maymu a’rad, ‘The world in its entirety is a whole composed of
accidents.’

But even if this Aristotelian ‘substance-accident’ terminology is admitted,
it remains to be seen if the Absolute is above such categorization or not. It
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also remains to be answered if the being of the creation and the creator are
the same or hierarchical. The flowing river, although the beginning and
the terminating ends may not be visible, or they may not be there at all, is
usually seen to have a certain direction. Iqbal solves this enigma
beautifully when he says:

Khirad hui hay zaman o makan ki zunnari
Na hay zaman na makan la ilaha illallah ™

(The intellect has become acquiescent to time and space. There is nothing
as time and space except Allah!)

Hesse seems deeply impressed by the similar ancient philosophy of Tao
when Siddhartha tells Govinda:

“... I'am telling you what I have discovered. Knowledge
can be communicated, but not wisdom. One can find it, be
fortified by it, do wonders through it, but one cannot
communicate and teach jt.’ ™

At this point we can clearly see the echo of Tao-te Ching:

“The Tao is abstract and therefore has no form it is neither

bright in rising nor dark in sinking cannot be grasped, and

makes no sound. Without form or image without existence

the form of the formless, is beyond defining cannci be

described and is beyond our understanding. It cannot be

called by any name. Standing before it, it has no beginning;

even when followed, it has no end. In the now, it exists: to

the present apply it, follow it well, and reach its

beginning.’
Coming back to the image of the River, one finds that the river flows in a
cyclic way. The water-cycle moves unerringly and continuously from
vapours to clouds and from clouds to rain, from streams and lakes to the
rivers and from the rivers and tributaries to the seas and oceans, and then
to the vapours again: the beginning culminates into an end and the end
becomes the beginning. This has been felt by the poet philosopher Ghalib
as well when he says:

Na tha kutcch to khuda tha, kutech na hota to khuda hota
Duboya mujh ko honay ne, na hota main to keya hota ™

(When there was nothing, there was God and so, had there been nothing,
there would still have been God. Being is the only flaw in us, for had there
been no being, there would still have been God.)

At another place he says,
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Asl-i-shahood-o-shaahid-o-mashhood aik hay

Hairaan hoon phir mushahida hay kis hisaab main "

(The reality of manifestation, he who witnesses manifestation and that
which is manifested are all one. [ am surprised, then, at the process of the
witnessing itself.)

Everything comes to full circle. But Hesse’s Siddhartha, in line with the
historical sage Buddha, has done away with gods as external
manifestations. Prior to his search, the Hindu pantheon with its elaborate
range of gods, avatars, demons, heroes and villains had enthralled millions
who were flabbergasted rather than impressed by the fertility festivals and
divinations.

Both, the historical Buddha and the fictional Siddhartha believe that if
religion is dependent on our cyclical obligations with reference to the
points that we are at in the eternal circle of the wheel or chakra , then, if
the different gods make very different demands from us, our practices,
however hard we may try, would seldom ensure the harmony without
which there can be no peace. And without peace, there would be no
religion. and therefore the philosophy of the religion in Buddhism is
Dharma reflective of those doctrines deemed by Buddha to be essential
for practice leading to the eradication of suffering and the end of rebirth. It
further elaborates that each individual should put his faith in the samgha,
the community of the noble person (arya pudaglas) who have attained at
least the first stage on the path.

Throughout the novel, there is no noise about God. Whenever a character,
including Siddhartha and Gautama Buddha reach the verge of divine light,
they go silent and a smile is spread about their lips. Is it a mark of atheism
or pantheism, a cold rationalism or a very special case of divine
transcendence?

According to Peter Harvey, the spiritual quest in Buddha’s day was largely
the identification and liberation of a person’s true self i.e. Atman and this
was postulated as a person’s permanent inner nature, the source of true
happiness and the autonomous inner controller of action. In Jainism this
was known as jiva or ‘life principle’. But Buddha went beyond this idea.
According to him anything subject to change, anything not autonomous
and totally controllable by its own wishes, anything subject to the
disharmony of suffering, could not be such a perfect true self.
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Heinrich Dumoulin has found that the theme of transcendence emerges
more richly in Buddhism than what can be easily comprehended. A
characteristic of the tradition is to use negation as a cipher of the
transcendent. Dumoulin calls it negative theology. According to the
tradition of Madhyamika, the wayfarer has to experience emptiness
“sunyata’ which is not annihilation. The emptiness is supposed to be
unhindered, omnipresent, without differentiation, wide open, without
appearance, spotlessly pure, unmoved, without coming to be or passing'
away, without being, empty of emptiness and without possessions. /

Lao Tze refers to it as Cleaning the dark Mirror: ‘Maintaining unity is
virtuous for the inner world of thought is one with the external world of
action and of things. The sage avoids their se;;aration by breathing as the
sleeping babe and thus maintaining harmony.” ™

The River as a Symbol of Unity and Oneness

Hesse very cleverly picks up the imagery of the river to describe this
universal harmony and he takes us to witness a strange and silent world
where Vasudeva and Siddbartha are ritualistically practicing listening to
the river:

I reviewed my life and it was also a river, and Siddhartha
the boy, Siddhartha the mature man and Siddhartha the oid
man were only separated by shadows, not through reality.
Siddhartha’s previous lives were also not in the past, and
his death and his return to Brahma are not in the future.
Nothing was, nothing will be, everything has reality and
presence. They both listened silently to the water, which to
them was not just water, but the voice of life, the voice of
Being, of perpetual Becoming.

Listening silently to the river is not just an allusion to ordinary
contemplation. The river is fluid in both shape and existence. The
philosophers and scientists have long thought about the structure of the
Universe and they have elucidated a cosmic structural fluidity that is flat
like a river.*

Stephen Hawking’s talk about the Uncertainty principle of Quantum
Mechanics implies that certain pairs of quantities, such as the position and
velocity of a particle, cannot both be predicted with complete accuracy.
Quantum Mechanics deals with this situation via a class of quantum
theories in which particles do not have well defined positions and
velocities but are represented by a wave.
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These quanium theories are deterministic in the sense that
they give laws for the evolution of the wave with time.
Thus if we know the wave at one time, we can calculate it
at any other time. The unprediciable, random element
comes in only when we try to interpret the wave in terms
of the positions and velocities of particles. But maybe that
is our mistake: maybe there are no particle positions and
velocities, but only waves. It is just that we try to fit the
waves to our preconceived ideas of positions and
velocities. The resulting mismatch is the cause of the
apparent unpredictability, ®

It is a point where physics stops being the science of matter alone and
becomes concerned with life itself. According to Hawking, if we do
discover a complete theory, it should in time be understandable in broad
principle by everyone, not just a few scientists. If we are able to find
through the anthropic principle, why we and the universe exist then it

would be the ultimate triumph of human reason- for then we would know
the mind of God.

Hawking asserts that in nineteenth and twentieth centuries science became
too technical and mathematical for the philosophers, or anyone else except
a few specialists. In the backdrop of this scientific and philosophic
enigma, Hesse’s review of theology and its fictional version depending on
the simple stylistic description to unravel the great mystery of the matter,
mind and God is quite commendable and reinvigorating as far as the great
quest for knowledge is concerned.

In Gita, Chapter 6, Lord Krishna tells Arjuna that Yoga is a harmony and
when the mind of the Yogi is in harmony and finds rest in the Spirit
within, all restless desires gone, then he is a Yukta, one with in God. !

When Hesse is sure that his readers have understood this sense of
harmony, he takes us to the next esoteric truth and that is oneness. °..
Siddhartha felt more and more that this was no longer Vasudeva... this
motionless man was the river itself, that he was God himself; that he was
eternity itself.” '

Taking Vasudeva to be a god is not without a history. In adhiyai (Chapter)
11 of Bhagavad Gita, Lord Krishna reveals his true reality to Arjuna. Let
us read the following three verses in collocation:

Verse 38: Arjuna: thou God from the beginning, God in
man since man was. Thou treasure supreme of this vast
universe. Thou the one to be known and the Knower, the
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final resting place. Thou infinite Presence in whom all
things are.

Verse 49: Krishna: thou hast seen the tremendous form of
my greatness, but fear not, and be not bewildered. Free
from fear and with a glad heart see my friendly form again.

Verse 50: Sanjay: Thus spoke Vasudeva to Arjuna, and
revealed himself in his human form. The Ged of all gave
peace to his fears and showed himself in his peaceful
beauty, ¥

According to Dalai Lama, the unifying characteristic of all spiritual
qualities of all religions is some level of concern for others’ well being. He
calls it sken-pen kyi-sem which literally means ‘the thought to be of help
to others’. !> When T’ is there no more, the other would be everything.
Time and space would be resolved into dimensionlessness. The
transmigration of the soul would stop only to occur every moment. The
concluding lines of the novel refer to this moment of absolute harmony.
... His countenance was unchanged afier the mirror of the thousand-fold
forms had disappeared from the surface.’ %
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