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Abrar Abdus Salam

Chairman,Department of Urdu, Govt.College, Civil lines, Multan
Abstract: This article deals with the relationship between Momin Khan Momin
and Muhammad Hussain Azad in the light of Aub e Hayat. Aab e Hayat's first
edition was published in 1880 but Muhammad Hussain Azad did not mention the
life and works of Momin Khan Momin. Many scholars criticised Muhammad
Hussain Azad and Aab e Hayat because of not even mentioning about Momin Khan
Momin. In the second edition, which appeared in 1883, he wrote about life and
works of Momin Khan Momin, but he did not portray Momin's literaray
dimensions honestly. The current research has brought into light all such matters

with indepth details.
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Muhammad Tougir Ahmad

Ph.D Scholar, Department of Urdu, AIOU, Islamabad
Abstract: This research critically analyzes row about Dewan ¢ Ghamgin
because same Dewan was published mentioning names of two different poets
namely Maulvi Abdul Qadir Ghamgin Rampuri and Syed Ali Muhammad
Ghamgin. Mohsin Barlas edited Dewan e Ghamgin which was published from
Lahore with the name of Maulvi Abdul Qadir Ghamgmn Rampuri, While the
second version of Dewan e Ghamgin was edited by Nasim Hazrat Ji by the
name of Makhzan ul Asrar This edition dealt with Dewan e Ghamgin which
was claimed by Syed Ali Muhammad Ghamgin. After ;critica‘.ly analysis of
both books the researcher concluded that Dewan ¢ Ghamgun was actually

written by Syed Ali Muhammad Ghamgin.
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Hameedullah Khattak
Mphil Scholar, Department of Urdu, AIQOU, Islamabad

Abstact: Urdu Aur Afghan is a precious piece of work, written by Moulana
Imtaiz Ali Khan Arshi, a researcher and linguist of esteemed repute and
standard.This study deals with the intro of this book and analyzes some
contents of the book in the light of modern researches. The researcher included
notes and annotations on some words of Urdu Aur Afghan Having a solid
background from pushto language and literature the researcher has skillfuly

worked with the nitty-gritties of the words mentioned in Moulana's book.
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Abstact: This research work is about Lexicology, Lexiography and Lexical
Semantics, which are quite new dimensions of Linguistics.This article carries
weight and has greater worth as it has elaborated above mentioned dimensions

of Linguistics with lucidness and the clarity of mind.
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Abstract:This research deals with the different giossaries of Classic works
and researches conducted by Sindh University Jamshoro .This university has
the privilege of conducting research about the editing of glossaries.The scholar
has analyzed the characterstics of all these gloassaries.After studying
glossaries of classic works. the researcher has concluded that Sind University
Jamshoro played a vital role in the promotion of research about developing
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Shafiqgue Anjum

Assistant professor, department of Urdu,NUML, Islamabad

Abstract:This research throws light on Makhzan; a literary magazine which
appeared in April,1901.The magazine introduuced new horizons of Urdu
literature. The researcher has based his article on first five issues of this
magazine.He has analyzed the obectives of this magazine in the light of

editorials and has made new conclusions regarding Makhzan.
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Rahmat Ali Shad

Lecturer, Department of Urdu, Govt.Faridia Postgraduate College, Pakpattan
Abstract: Quratul Ain Haider is one of those writers who wrote on various
aspects of life in different disciplines. Her sublime imagination.extensive
study.subtle observation and deep analysis makes her eminent among the other
writers of her age .She creates such a music and melody through her poetic
words,phrases and sentences which not only touches the heart of the reader but
also reflects her poetic taste. She uses the beautiful verses with such a mastry
that it becomes the integral part of her style.One of the greatest evidence of her
poetic sense is that she has extracted the most of the titles of her creations from
the verses of Igbal,Ghalib,Hafiz,Fani,Faiz,Jigar and wajhi .Innovation and
delightfulness of her style unknowingly captures the attention of the reader all

owing to her poetic sense.
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Muhammad Sheeraz
Department of English, [1U, Islamabad

BRIDGING LEXICOGRAPHIC THEORY AND PEDAGOGICAL
PRACTICES:

A CRITICAL STUDY OF OXFORD URDU-ENGLISH DICTIONARY

Abstract: Contrary to a large bulk of English-to-Urdu lexicographic
works, the number of Urdu-to-English dictionaries is very less.
Regardless of their number, the tradition of Urdu-English lexicography
is long established dating back to the 17" Century. The earliest
compilers of such dictionaries were the English whose influences can
be seen even in the contemporary lexicographic practices. The most
recent arrival in this stream is Oxford Urdu-English Dictionary
(OUED). In this paper, comparing the QUED with the other similar
works, I have critically studied its distinctive features, and its utility in
language teaching and learning. The study shows that the QUED is a
relatively more comprehensive work that addresses many areas so far
ignored in the area of Urdu-English lexicography, and is useful for
language learners.

1. Background

Urdu-English lexicographic practices, asserts Rauf Parekh (2013), began in
the early 17" Century with the publication of a multilingual dictionary that
included words of Urdu, Persian, English and Portuguese. Earliest works of this
kind were mainly owing to the initiatives taken by the English and other
Europeans. In this stream, John Gilchrist’s Urdu-Hindustani Dictionary (1790),
John Shakespeare’s 4 Dictionary. Hindustani and English (1817), Dunken
Forbes’ 4 Dictionary: Hindustani and English (1848), S. W. Fallon’s 4 New
Hindustani English Dictionary (1879), and John T. Platts’ 4 Dictionary of Urdu,
Classical Hindi and English (1884) provided the future lexicographers with
useful models to follow. With little or no notable contributions to this kind of
lexicography for a long time, it was in the late twentieth and early twenty first
century that several attempts at compiling comprehensive Urdu-English
dictionaries were made that culminated into the publication of a number of
dictionaries such as Anjuman’s Urdu-English Dictionary (1977), Rabia 21"
Century Practical Dictionary: Urdu to English (2000), Mujtahedi's Urdu-English
Dictionary (2007), Current Corpus Based Urdu-English Dictionary (2009),
Kitabistan'’s New Millennium Standard Dictionary: Urdu-English (2012), and
Ferozsons' Urdu-English Dictionary (n.d.). All these dictionaries have served
their times and target audiences well. Two of the common features that these
dictionaries have, and that seem to have been adopted from the earliest works
brought out by foreign lexicographers, are their left to right style and their use of
variable transliteration schemes.
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2. Bilingual Dictionaries and Pedagogy

Bilingual dictionaries, in general terms, are meant for all those who live and
breathe on the border lines between. two languages. However, their most
productive use can be witnessed ‘in language teaching atmospheres.
Contemporary researches, such as Hayati and Fattahzadeh’s The Effect of
Monolingual and Bilingual Dictionaries on Vocabulary Recall and Retention of
EFL Learners (2006), and Marmol and Sanchez-Lafuente’s The Bilingual
Dictionary and Foreign Language Learning: Facts and Opinions (2013),
attempting to bridge lexicographic theory and pedagogic practices in language
teaching, show that even after the successful application of communicative
approaches in foreign language learning, learners sometimes need to have an
immediate access to the meaning, and that it is a bilingual dictionary that gives
security of meanings with its advantage of having a direct relation with recall and
retention speed. Probably owing to this, Bilingual dictionaries are popular among
learners at all levels (Baxter, 1980; Atkins & Varantola, 1998). In addition to this
semantic use, research (see Hunt’s Dictionaries and Vocabulary Learning: The
Roles of L1 and L2 Information, 2009, for instance) also supports using bilingual
dictionaries to develop reading comprehension skills and enhance vocabulary.
This suggests that language teachers may be encouraged to deeply dig into
bilingual dictionaries and develop activities for classroom use. In this regard, the
recently published Oxford Urdu English Dictionary is relevant. Using it, several
useful lessons may be planned on vocabulary enhancement, grammar, reading
_comprehension, translation, etc. Research also shows that bilingual dictionaries
that were compiled and edited by lexicographers well versed in teaching
methodologies have more efficient pedagogic use. Bearing in mind that two of
the key figures, Dr. Rauf Parekh and Dr. Sarmad Hussain, involved in the editing
of Oxford Urdu English Dictionary (OUED) belong to the teaching profession, it
- 1s hoped that the OUED will prove an effective teachers/learners’ resource.

~ On the pages to follow, I critically review various features of the OUED
that make it different from the other works of this kind as mentioned above. In
doing so, my focus remains the utility of this dictionary in language teaching.

3. Features of OUED

One of the distinctive features of the OQUED is that it gives multiple
meanings, equivalents, and definitions of Urdu words and their variant forms.
Looking at a single entry will help learners enhance their vocabulary. For
instance, three variant forms, and a large number of meanings and definitions
have been supplied for the Urdu word jaan in the OQUED, and three variant forms
and eight meanings and definitions have been supplied for another Urdu word
roo. : : '
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Image 1: Multiple meanings

Secondly, adopting more a descriptive style than prescriptive one, the
QUED includes words from various dialects as they are actually used. This
practice can also be traced back in S. W. Fallon’s dictionary mentioned above
that was compiled after collecting words from language as it is actually used in
different regions. Recent works in sociocultural linguistics have also attempted to
break standard/non-standard binaries giving way to the compilation of such all
inclusive dictionaries. The OQUED is representative of all the regional dialects of
Urdu.

Thirdly, International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) has been incorporated for
the first time in any Urdu-English dictionary. Its use in the OUED will not only
help do away with those inconsistent transliteration schemes and transcription
conventions used in other dictionaries mentioned above, but also standardize
correct pronunciation of words. All the 54 Urdu phonemes have been tabulated in
the preliminary pages and recurrently given in the footer of all the rest of the

pages.

/sa:bu:da:nay|m n.m. See 21 f{« under fl,« Sl
/sa:buni/ mnf (also Wu)akmd of sweet (a (_}jfl,f

mixture of honey, almond and sesame oil).

Image 2: IPA transcription

Cultural packets are attached with idioms, proverbs, and phrases of a
language and in most cases it is very challenging to translate them into another
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language. The fourth important feature of the OUED is that it acknowledges the
significance of intercultural pragmatics by including translations of such
expressions extensively.

Grammatical definitions of the words are also an area of interest for
many language teachers. In the OUED the grammatical category of every word is
defined immediately after its phonetic transcription. In addition to this, meanings
of a word in varying semantic and stylistic contexts are also given. So if we take
the example of Urdu word zarb, the OUED defines what it means in stylistic
context of prosody, i.e. last metrical part of a couplet; and what it refers to in the
context of Arithmetic i.e. multiplication, and so on.

B izarh/ mof 1 blow, beating
ait feer

, stroke. T samiping of o ®
cins. ¥ impression, 4§ Pros.Hlast metrical pant of a

couplet. S{Arith. yimultiplication. & loss, damage,

# .y (Gram.) saying, proverb, saw. masim,
bt g&,ﬁ?f‘ - g P
w¥ o~ | Math.§eross multiplication. &y #

Image 3: Grammatical categories

Over the years, the English language has borrowed many Urdu words
and expressions. This phenomenon is termed as “indigenization,” “Urduization,”
or “Pakistanization” of English in the academic discipline of World Englishes,
and as “appropriation” of English in postcolonial studies. A list of these adopted
words is also given in the end of the OUED. One of the major purposes that this
arrangement serves is that it standardizes Roman spellings for these Anglicized
words.

=
Lssn 4...&;;1/‘:{1
Anglicized Words in Urdu

sk hsbeesh Jr'*'w" rra i abba e
bukshi, bukshae ;:r'l’f ek duny Ll abjuad A
badnsash Flors acre S iirehad i
videshi : i el ahiedest s ¥ achar sigt
barrka »“,‘:_/_ abkari T achkan et
Qs ampn (seiny L7 iheam FL
Burre (g [ atrnan CHETAFT adda etk 1h
-13'.“’-' acharyi - i..g V e i

Image 4: Anglicized words in Urdu

In addition to the six above given distinctive features, there are some
such that make the OUED an easy-to-use dictionary. Like all quality dictionaries
of the world, the QUED gives a comprehensive self help tutorial for its efficient
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use. This is the first Urdu-English dictionary that goes from right to left at least
as far as its macro structure is concerned. The most popular and very easy-to-read
“Nastaleeq” style has been used.

Rty S P PR | PR

(Structure of entriesy "z o bk

{morphwiogical changes) ik AT E e F30e B Ly B gL WL (e LS _;-w: G s

P L ) VA e T i - vk 4. oo 2 P - : - . ’
tora w5 M e o o A1t S et BN T WS R e P .‘_é,),zl,-.:;., Per & i JE4 G h_}'i Pl T ‘;_"-:’V;: ,j-».— \_,f':
ut ;:ﬂ?" < vl T TR G e il . S o S wE ! B e
R T S TS T SR G P T B SFE el B ST WA i b P i L s b
N A A fann 7, - " i . ol row G
e (4 b L le o E AT L RAREY S D B i A S o os L O P Fradbioast o st u¥ind (& e o) L;""\_,:__«.,.
W -
fwiords ) giali el (30
Crmeaningsd oyt 02 0 (2

Image 5: Tutorial on the use of OUED

Page level structure of the QUED is also user friendly, using both hauz
and haashia i.e., main text and header-footer. In hauz, all primary Urdu entries or
headwords are given on the right side with their phonetic transcription, in the
same line but on the opposite side. This is followed by its grammatical definition,
meanings, and variants interlaced with their semantic and stylistic categories
where relevant. The header of the page conventionally contains guide words i.c.,
the first and last of all the words given on a particular page. The way footer has
been used is unique to this dictionary. Recurrently, it gives phonemes of Urdu,
their IPA transcription and examples. This shows that the editors are conscious
that the target users, mainly language learners, may lack proficiency in the IPA
for Urdu.

An important point that the lexicographers need to consider is that
standard procedure should be followed for tagging meaning for numbers. Quality
dictionaries nowadays tag meanings for number on the basis of their frequency of
use. The OUED also does numbering. However, it is not clear if the
lexicographers in this case used some corpus for this purpose, and if so, which
one. It is also unclear if this numbering has been done on the basis of frequency
of use or it was merely the intuition of the editors and compilers that led them to
tag meaning of a word as primary, secondary, tertiary, and so on.

4. Conclusion

- Owing to its learners friendly features listed above, I find the QUED a good
addition to the already existing body Urdu-English lexicographic work, and see it
as a very useful resource for language teachers and learners. Translators,
interpreters, linguists, media professionals, and others may also benefit from it.
However, as there is always some room for improvement on the top, it is hoped



10

that its next edition will be better than this one, particularly if the next edition is
based on corpus of Urdu.
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LANGUAGE APPROPRIATION IN AHMED ALI’S
TWILIGHT IN DELHI

Abstract: Postcolonial writers address the issues of the postcolonies by
adopting various strategies of resistance and representation. Languague
appropriation is one such strategy where the langue of the colonizer is
appropriated by the postcolonial writers in their own way. The other
way is of abrogation where the language of the colonizer is totally
denied and native language is used. In this paper, the text of a Pakistani
writer Ahmed Ali is analyzed in the light of language appropriation.
The study is aimed at exploring the use of language appropriation to
deal with the postcolonial issues of representation, resistance, identity,
indigeneity and language.

Key Words: Postcolonialism, Imperialism, Appropriation, Abrogation, Native
language

INTRODUCTION

Postcolomal literature, dating back to the moment of colonization to the
present day, focuses primarily on the issues of identity, representation, hybridity,
confrontation, place, dislocation, nationalism, the past, domination, lingo and
education. Postcolonial writers are not only recounting their own histories in their
own words but also they are challenging the Eurocentric supremacy. They do so
by either appropriating or abrogating the language used by the colonizers. In
appropriation, as defined in the Postcolonial Studies: The Key Concepts (2007),
they use imperial language, forms of writing, film, theatre and modes of thought
and argument to articulate their social and cultural identity; moreover, the tools
of the dominant discourse are used for many purposes such as to resist the
political or cultural control of the colonizers, to express widely differing cultural
experiences, to interpolate the varying cultural experiences into the dominant
modes of representation to address the widest possible audience and to intervene
more readily in the dominant discourse, hence, in this way, the colonial language
becomes a useful tool in the hands of a post-colonial writer. Chinua Achebe
noted that the language thus used can “bear the burden of another cultural
experience” so he is in the favour of appropriation of the colonial language
(Ashcroft, Griffiths, & Tiffin, 2007, p. 16). Abrogation, on the other hand i1s the
total rejection of the colonial language and the dominated discourse. Ngugi wa
Thiong’ o, first writing in English- the language of his colonizer, has started
writing afterwards in his native language Gikuyu (Ashcroft, Griffiths, & Tiffin,
2007).
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Ahmed Ali, like other post-colonial writers- Chinua Achebe: Arundhati Roy;
Bapsi Sidwa; Anita Desai; Bharati Mukherjee; R. K. Narayan; and others, has
appropriated English in his novel Twilight in Delhi. My attempt in this research
work 1s to explore how effectively Ahmed Ali has used the strategy of language
appropriation to address the post-colonial issues: history, representation.
indigeneity and language.

LITERATURE REVIEW

In the Empire Writes Back (1989), the crucial function of language as a
medium of power demands that post-colonial writing should define itself by
seizing the language of the centre and re-placing it by a discourse fully adapted to
the colonized place. In order to perform this function of language, two ways of
abrogation and appropriation are described here. Abrogation is a kind of denial of
the categories of the imperial culture, its aesthetics, its illusive standard of
normative or correct usage and its hypothesis of a traditional and fixed meaning
inscribed in the words. On the other hand, in appropriation, language of the
colonizer is adopted as a tool and 1t is utilized in various ways to express widely
differing cultural experiences (Ashcroft, Griffiths, & Tiffin, 1989). Similar
discussion about either to reject completely the language of the colonizer or
adapting it is done in the Post-colonial Studies Reader (1995). In this work, it is
stated that language 1s an essential place of struggle for post-colonial discourse
because the colonial process itself begins in language: the imperial centre
controls over language either by displacing native languages or by planting the
language of empire in a new place. Two most important responses, to this
dominance of the imperial language, of rejection/abrogation or
subversion/appropriation, are emphasized. The process of total rejection, used by
Ngugi, 1s not favoured by many writers as it misunderstands the heterogeneous
nature of human experience while the adaptation of the standard language to the
demands and requirements of the place and society into which it has been
appropriated amounts to a far more subtle rejection of the political power of the
standard language. “By adapting the alien language to the exigencies of a mother
grammar, syntax, vocabulary, and by giving a shape to the variations of the
speaking voice”, the postcolonial writers and speakers have constructed an
‘english’ which amounts to a very different linguistic vehicle from the received
standard colonial ‘English’ (Ashcroft, Griffiths, &Tiffin, 1995, p. 284).
According to Catherine Lynette Innes (2007), the issue of language is one of the
most hotly debated topics among postcolonial writers, critics and readers. She
informs that in some nations the debate has to do with the question of whether to
use an imposed colonial language- English, or use the native languages whereas
in some areas as Australia, Canada, or the Caribbean the debate 1s more to do
with the kind of English or French that postcolonial writers should use, standard
English as spoken in the metropohitan country or the English spoken by those
living in the new nation. Rakesh M. Bhatt (2010) in an essay: “Unraveling Post-
colonial Identity Through Language™ has discussed the appropriation and
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abrogation of language in a great detail telling that the abrogation position of
Ngugi wa Thiong o sharply contrasts with Achebe’s appropriation position. le
further says that in the context of post-colonial South Asia, the tension between
abrogation and appropriation has been resolved in favour of appropriation. Bhatt
has brought to light the importance of appropriating English language. He points
out that the post-colonial English is used as a global tool to express native or
indigenous histories, ideologies, cultures and current practices. Further, he says
that the pragmatics of post-colonial English, through the hybridity of the
language has drawn both on the global and on the local thus allowing its users to
glide effortlessly among local, national and international identities. Bill Ashcroft
(2001) has raised the questions of what occurs when post-colonial writers
actually use the English language and can one use the language of imperialism
without being inevitably infected by an imperial world view. Raja Rao (1938)
has explained the tasks faced by a.writer in conveying cultural specificity in a
different language that is one has to convey the shades and omissions of a certain
thought movement looked as maltreated in an alien language- English. He says
that although English is the language of our intellectual make up but not of our
emotional make-up and the colonized cannot write like the English people. The
colonizers have replaced the native languages and thus native cultures in their
colonies by introducing their own language and culture. During British colonial
rule, English got superior status and the native languages Persian and Sanskrit
were given a very low status. According to M. Muniruzzaman (2011), R. K.
Narayan although being aware of the fact that English is the language of the
colonizers yet he has accepted it for the practical reasons- to express the Indian
experiences as English has been practiced in India for two hundred years thus
becoming the part and parcel of the Indian society including education, cultural
activities, government machinery, business, law courts, trades, sports and so
forth. Consequently, Narayan claims that English language has been an integral
part of the Indian reality and in the Indian contexts, English has in fact turned
into the Indian English rather than the English of England (Maniruzzaman,
2011).

Chinua Achebe and Ahmed Ali, although belonged to two quite different
worlds, the African and the Asian, respectively, yet they share many grounds.
Both are postcolonial writers and both of them have narrated their experiences of
colonization in their novels. They have represented well their culture, values and
society in their works. Achebe’s novel Things Fall Apart and Ahmed Ali’s novel
Twilight in Delhi, have portrayed the fall of their societies and culture as a result
of colonization. Both have appropriated English language by inserting the words
and phrases from their native languages thus giving a true picture of their own
societies.

In a research article entitled “Twilight m Delhi Rewvisited: A
Postcolonial Perspective” (2010), the writer has dealt with the issues of
postcolonial discourse by analyzing Ahmed Ali's Twilight in Delhi as a
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postcolonial text. In this article, issues of representation, resistance, hybridity,
language, and the concept of ‘Other’ and ‘Otherness’ are addressed. While
discussing the issue of language, it is stated: “Ali uses the language of the centre
for narrating the experiences of the colonized, in the process he ‘appropriates’ the
language by incorporating sounds and imagery of India’s Muslim culture”
{Ahmed, 2010, p. 19). My study is focused only on one aspect of the postcolonial
theory: language appropriation and its application to the text of Ahmed Ali’s
novel, Twilight in Delhi and my aim is to find out the effectiveness of language
appropriation for postcolonial writers. Hence it will help to fill the research gap
and add something valuable to the existing knowledge.

METHODOLOGY

Qualitative mode of research inquiry is employed here and content
analysis of the text of the novel, Twilight in Delhi, is done to achieve the purpose
of this study. The examples from the novel are cited and analysis is done in the
views of the theorists and critics. The works of the critics and theorists have laid
the theoretical ground for my study and also have given validity and authenticity
to 1t.

TEXT ANALYSIS

In Twilight in Delhi, Ahmed Ali has portrayed life of a culturally rich
city of Delhi and narrated the events bringing fall to individuals and the whole
nation as a result of colonization of the Indian Sub-continent by the British. This
novel 1s an allegorical account of an Indian Muslim family of Delh: in the early
period of the 20" century. The head of the family, Mir Nihal, a feudal in his
sixties lives happily with his family, in the start of the novel but during the course
of the novel he has to meet his fall and the novel ends at the vivid description of
his dark and gloomy life taking his last breaths.

Ahmed Ali has beautifully used the words, phrases, poetry, style,
addressing ways and narrative techniques of his native language. There 1s a lot of
Urdu vocabulary used in this novel. The words from Urdu language are taken to
represent the rich culture of Delhi. The use of “Hindustan” (p. 91) instead of
English word ‘India’ is an act of resistance as well as representation. The word
like “mohallah™ (p. 1) meaning locality gives local colour to the text. A very
striking example is the word, “kotha” (p. 5)-an upper-storey house. In English
language, a positive connotation is attached to this word whereas in Urdu ‘kotha’
carries a negative connotation being referred to a place where prostitutes live.

Similarly there are many words in this novel to show different locations in Delhi.
As for example: “Qutab Minar” and “Jama Mosque” (p. 2), “Mohallah
Niyaryan”, “Lal Kaun” and “Kucha Pandit” (p. 4), “Lal Darwaza™ (p. 78),
“Khuni Darwaza” (p. 150), “Choant Bazar” (p. 74), “Chandni Chowk™ (p. 90),
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*“Khari Baoli” (p. 91), “Balli Maran” (p. 91), “Okhla” (p. 85) and ““Chooriwalan™
(p. 154) All these words prove the identity of Indian sub-continent.

A lot more Urdu vocabulary is used by Ahmed Ali. For English word
lac, “lakh™ (p. 9) is used to mark differentiation. Similarly, there are words like
“sherwani” (p. 11), “burgas” (p. 85), “Paijama” (p. 93) and “Tahmat™ (p. 101) to
show the different kinds of dress items used in the Muslim culture of Delhi. In
the novel, the wedding ceremony of Asghar is described in a greater
detail. The words of “doli” (p. 43)-a small palanquin, “sehra™ (p. 170)- a garland
of fresh jasmine flowers with rose petals in between, hung in front of the
bridegroom’s face and “Dulhan” (p. 123)-bride are an emblem of Indian Muslim
culture, traditions and customs.

There are many words that are new for the non-native English language
speaker. ' :

Ahmed Ali has thus appropriated the English language by adding new
vocabulary of Urdu language like “sabeel” (p. 91), “hookah™ (p. 37), “ghee” (p.
39), “panjiri” (p. 198), “loo” (p. 62) “bakshish™ (p. 198) and “zanana™ (p. 39).

The difference between the language of the colonizer and the native
language 1s also highlighted through the words of expressions for different types
of feelings like fear, surprise, pain and so on. Example of it from the text include:
“ Ooi1!”instead of English word: ‘Oh!’, a word coming out of mouth when
Dilchain got frightened at the sight of a black snake and Begum Jamal at that
shouted: “Hai, hai, what was it?” (p. 10) Similarly, “Ain, ain” (p. 22) voices
raised helplessly by a mad woman at the corner of a by-lane when she was teased
by a grown-up boy. The ‘ain, ain’ has no close substitute in English language.

Ahmed Ali has also narrated the customs, pastimes and sports of his
society.  One pastime is of pigeon-flying and in the novel, it is described as;
“Aao, Koo, Haa!” (p. 17)-the shouts of the pigeon fliers ‘aao, koo, haa!’ filling
the air with their cries, are not there in English language and are pure
representation of Dehli culture. Then there are examples of Khwaja Ashraf Ali’s
cries of “Aao, aao” to call his pigeaons. (p. 20) and “The pigeon fliers shouted
their eternal Koo Haas” (p. 70). Another pastime is of  kite-flying and the word
“painch” (p. 28) with reference to Bari’s kite flying in the novel is unique one.
When the strings of two kites get entangled in each other, it is called a painch.
Similarly there is reference to an ancient game *“‘pachchisi” (p. 188). In Ahmed
Ali’s words, this game is played by four persons, or two or eight, with wooden
pieces and seven conch shells for dice.

Vocabulary is different in English and Urdu languages for different kinds
of activities, professions and works. Ali has truly ide:‘ified his culture and
society by these terms employed for person doing various jobs: “kahars™ (p. 43),
“domnis” (p. 161), “shohdays™ (p. 172), “bania™ (p. 139), “jinn” (p. 52), “Budho,
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Durgi Chamari’s daughter”™ (p. 52). “kababi” (p. 78), “karkhandar” (p. 49),
“saqis” (p. 73), “sarangis” (p. 74). “Mushtari Bai” (p. 74), “ghassals” (p. 244)
and “hakims” (p. 46).

Islam is the most prominent feature of the Delhi culture and Ali has
depicted the Indian Muslim life by the use of words and phrases of “moazzin”
(p. 34), “azaan” (p. 198), “Allah-o-akbar™ “(p. 133), “Kaaba” (p. 286),
“Koran” (p. 206), “Ya Rasul Allah (O messenger of God)” (p. 164) and “Haq
Allah, Haq” (p. 46). One example is of Asghar who while sitting, sang hymns
addressed to the Holy Prophet, Hazrat Muhammad (PBUH):

O saviour, come to my aid,

I am helpless in defeat.

O saviour of men and faith,
Come in my need to me. (p 83)

Still more examples are there to show the traits of Indian Muslim
culture: “Molvi Saheb’s™ (p. 52), “maktab™ (p. 52), “mureed” (p. 124), “faqirs”
(p- 127), “qawwals”  (p.42) and “qawwali” (p. 44).

In Delhi, beggars seck alms while singing verses and in the novel it is
stated as the beggars stood before the doors and then sang a verse:

Dhum! Qalandar, God will give,
Dhuﬁl! Qalandar, God alone;

Milk and sugar, God will give,

Dhum! Qalander, God alone.... (p. 17)

Shah Magbool, another beggar, came in the month of Ramzam in the
morning, crying loudly:

Here is Shah Magbul,

He will take a pice

And a yard éf tulle.

Give today or tomorrow

But must give on the day of Eed. (p. 131)

The reference to Eed and Ramzan in this example and in “Eed-gah™ (p.
133) clearly reflects on Muslim religion.
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One very important appropriation strategy used by Ahmed Ali is of Urdu
and Persian poetry and their translation in English language to show the
culturally rich life of Delhi where even the every day conversation was done in
the poetic language. Its examples are “ghazal” (p. 118), Iron Shah singing the
“Noor Naama,” a semi-religious poem dealing with the seven skies:

The sixth is made of rubies red,
The seventh of emerald green, ‘tis said.” (p. 130)
Likewise, Mushtri Bai quoted from a poet:
We are but travelers on the road;
It matters not if we are dead or alive;
© Our life is like a candle flame: (p. 77)

This aspect of Ahmed Ali’s writing style has been discussed by a critic,
in whose words, Ahmed Ali has profusely quoted lines from Urdu or Persian
poetry of the highest order as was the style of the day to use language by
beautifying the conversation with tasteful adornments and his rendering of the
verses quoted by his characters offers beautiful specimens of translation into
English (Malik, 2005). At the time of Asghar’s marriage, the domnis sang in a
pathetic voice:

As the palanquin passed a mango grove
A koel began to sing and cry,
A koel began to sing. (p. 177)

Muslim greeting style has also been emphasized as evident from this
meeting between Mir Nihal and Sheikh Muhammad Sadig: “Assalaam-alaikum,
Mir Sahib”, “Waalaikum-assalaam,” Mir Nihal replied to Sheikh Muhammad
Sadig. (p. 93).

Next are ways of addressing such as in the example: “But, amma, I don’t
think....” Begam Waheed addressed her mother, Begam Nihal. (p. 56). Here,
‘Amma’ is used to address mother instead of English word ‘Mama’.

Different titles and names are given, in the Muslim culture of Delhi, to
various persons on the basis of caste, creed, religion -and characteristics as for
example: “Sheikhji” (p. 93), “Pirji”" (p. 236), “Hafizji” (p. 271), “Babban Jan
Begam”  (p. 108), “Iron Shah” (p. 130), “Kambal Shah” (p. 280), “Angrezi
Sarkar” (p. 139), “Farangi King” (p. 155), “Hindu kings” (p. 150), “She looks
like a good-as-dead Farangan™ a woman guest passed comment about Asghar’s
wife, and “Hazrat Amir Khusro™ (p. 146) :
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Marriage matters are dealt with great care in the traditional Asian societies and
Begum Nihal’s angry attitude is portrayed in her reply “I am not going to marry
my son to Mirzaji's daughter, ‘They are Mughals, and we are Saiyyeds.” (p. €0}
Begum Waheed, then reminds her mother that brother Karim had also married a
girl from the Mughal family. At this, her mother says: “Yes, but she came of the
family of Nawab of Loharu. In Mirzaji’s wife there is the blood of a
maidservant.” (p. 60) This is an evidence of the importance of caste and creed in
marriages planned by the elderly people in a Muslim family of Delhi.

While using a non native language but giving it touch of the native
language, the postcolonial writer rightly appropriates the colonial language to
his’her own use. Ahmed Ali has translated from Urdu to English and he has also
used Urdu literary style to write ‘English. Its example is: “The ‘igbal’ of the
British Government had started asserting itself” (p. 204). In Urdu language
‘igbal’ is used to refer the lucky star. In English the use of this term ‘igbal” is
unknown to the native speakers of English. -.

The pronunciation of two languages, Urdu and English also differs but
Ahmed Ali has given Urdu ronunciation to ‘George’ in the example: “But God
has made Jaraj (George) king,...” (p. 221)

CONCLUSION

The analysis of text of novel, Twilight in Delhi, in the backdrop of
postcolonial theory ‘and the application of the concept of language appropriation
has revealed Ahmed Ali’s strategy of effectively appropriating English languages
to achieve his purposes as a postcolonial writer. Ahmed Ali has appropriated
English to resist the colonial domination, to represent his postcolonial identity, to
prove his identity as a postcolonial writer, to narrate the history in his own words,
to describe the experiences of his postcolonial society. He has adopted various
techniques for appropriating including the use of Urdu diction and style. Urdu
and Persian poetry translation, Urdu terms, vocabulary and phrases. His narrative
style of appropriating the colonial language in his own way is similar to Chinua
Achebe and is a useful tool for a postcolonial writer.
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