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Abstract: Maqgaam-e-Khilafat by Sir Sheikh Abdul Qadir is
an important Urdu travelogue that presents a detailed account
of Istanbul and the Ottoman Caliphate from historical,
political, social, religious, and cultural perspectives. The
author does not describe Turkey merely as a geographical
country but as the spiritual and political center of the Muslim
world. Through his journey, he highlights the significance of
the Ottoman Caliphate as a symbol of Muslim unity,
leadership, and civilization. He vividly portrays important
landmarks such as Hagia Sophia (Ayasofya), Yildiz Palace,
and Bab-i Ali, explaining their historical and symbolic
importance in the preservation of Islamic heritage. The
travelogue reflects the author's keen observations of Turkish
society, education, governance, journalism, and public life.
Sir Sheikh Abdul Qadir critically examines the political
challenges faced by the Ottoman Empire, including European
interference, internal weaknesses, and the gradual decline of
the Caliphate. He emphasizes that the Caliphate was not
merely a political institution but a source of spiritual strength
and collective identity for Muslims across the world. The
author combines factual information with deep emotional
attachment to Islamic history and culture. His writing style is
rich, descriptive, analytical, and symbolic, making the
travelogue both informative and thought-provoking. The
mention of revered personalities such as Hazrat Abu Ayyub
Ansari (RA) further strengthens the spiritual dimension of the
narrative. Through historical reflection and personal
observation, the author encourages readers to understand the
importance of unity, cultural awareness, and intellectual
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revival within the Muslim Ummah. Overall, Magaam-e-
Khilafat 1s not only a travel narrative but also a valuable
historical and ideological document that preserves the
memory of the Ottoman legacy and inspires readers to reflect
upon the past, present, and future of the Muslim world.
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