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Abstract: This paper critically examines the theory of civilizational
conflict between Western and Islamic thought in the light of Allama
Igbal’s Zarb-e-Kalim. It contrasts the materialistic and scientific outlook
of the West with the spiritual and moral foundations of Islam. The study
explores thathow Western philosophy—represented by Hegel and Marx’s
dialectics, Darwin'’s theory of evolution, and the theses of Fukuyama and
Huntington—constructs history, and how these stand in opposition to the
[slamic conception of a Divinely. According to Igbal, Western
civilization, rooted in materialism and internal contradictions, is heading
towards decline, while Islamic civilization offers a holistic framework
grounded in spirituality, morality, and human freedom. The analysis
suggests that the real axis of civilizational conflict is not power or
economics, but the fundamental divergence in the worldview of man and
the universe.
Keywords: Igbal, Zarb-e-Kalim, Western Civilization, Islamic Civilization, Clash of
Civilizations, Philosophy of History, Dialectics, Darwinism, Huntington, Fukuyama,

Spirituality, Materialism
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Despite the power demonstrated by Islam in its current re-vival, however, it
remains the case that this religion virtually no appeal outside those areas that
were culturally Islamic to begin with.
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And while nearly a billion people are culturally Islamic one ——-- fifth of

the world's population ———-they cannot challenge liberal democracy on its

own territory on the level of ideas. W
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Human history is the history of civilizations. It is impossible to

think of the development of humanity in other terms. »)
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Islam is the only civilization which has put the survival of the west in doubt and it

has done that at least twice. <
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The voilent nature of these shifting relationships is reflected

in the fact that &+ percent of wars involving pairs of states of

different religions between 13¥+ and I19F9 were wars between
Muslims and Christians.
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They flow from the nature of the two religions and the civilization
based on them. Conflict was, on the one hand, a product of difference,
particularly the Muslim concept of Islam as a way of life transcending
and uniting religion and politics versus the western Christian concept
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The new culture finds the foundtion of world-unity in the Principles
of Tauhid. Islam, as a polity, is only a practical means of making this
principle a living factor in the intellectual and emotional life of

-

mankind. It demands loyalty to God not to thrones.
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