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Igbal’s Letters to Abbas Aram
(Comment on Tagore's visit to Iran and the revival of Zoroastrianism on the occasion of Ferdowsi
Festival.)
The following article summarizes and explains the theme of four letters of Allama Igbal which he wrote
in 1932 to Abbas Aram, an Iranian diplomat. In these successive letters, three basic and important things
have been mentioned. The purpose of the letters was to keep Iranians informed of the modern realities
and conspiracies that the colonial powers had started through their propaganda in that time. The letters
cover Allama's views on the future of Muslims in West Asia, commentary on some literary topics and
books, motives and goals of Tagore’s visit to Iran, and the rumor of conversion of Iranian state religion
to Zoroastrianism during the Shah's reign. Another letter addressed to Igbal was sent to G.K. Nariman,
a Parsi journalist in Bombay, in which he has informed Allama of the real facts behind the ongoing
conspiracies. Allama has sent the details of this letter to Abbas Aram. The text ofthe letters is in English.
This article sheds light on the background and reasons for writing all these letters.
Key Words: Iqbal’s letter to Abbas Aram, Iran and Igbal, Tagore’s visit to Iran, Iran and conversion of
state religion to Zoroastrianism.
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Explanation and Notes:

1. It should be remembered that during the Ottoman Caliphate, the ghost of
Pan-Islamism was really hanging over the heads of the Turks for centuries.
Religion was used to unite the Muslims of the Caucasus and the Baltic states
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with them, and now the same ghost is hanging over their heads in the form
of "Pan-Turkism". In the current situation, Turkey is trying to lay the
foundation of a vast Turkestan by mixing the Turks of Uzbekistan,
Turkmenistan and Azerbaijan in the Central Asian states and the Uzbeks and
Turkmens living in northern Afghanistan, and this has been a long-standing
dream of the Turkish nation for some time, for which they have been striving
at the social level.

2. The scholars of Herat wrote and sent 17 questions to the scholars of Tabriz.
The scholars chose Mahmud Shabastri to answer the questions. Shabastri
answered the questions, but the answers to only fifteen questions are
available in Gulshan-e-Raz. Igbal started the poem "Bandig-e-Nama" after
answering nine questions in Gulshan-e-Raz-e-Jadeed.

3. Reference to the hymns titled Tasin Zarathusht in the Falak Qamar of the
Javed Nama.

4. Sidra White robe, a long robe without collar, is the Zoroastrian ceremonial
dress. The Kasti is a belt worn by Zoroastrians from the age of 72, which has
72 threads, symbolizing the 72 chapters of the Yasna, part of the Avesta. The
Kasti is wrapped around the waist three times, symbolizing the three
important principles of Mazdasena; good speech, good conduct and good
character.

5. K.G. Nariman. Letter dated 11 July 1932, Bombay

6. Libd
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