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The impact of Dr. Mahmud Ahmad Ghazi on
Contemporary Styles and Practices in Sirah Writing:
A Rsearch Based Study

Abstract:

This research has primarily focused on the
modern approaches and methodologies in Sirah
writing highlighting the valuable contributions of late
Dr. Mahmiid Ahmad Ghazi. The study contains
various old and modern approaches and
methodologies of Sirah writing explained in
connection with diverse innovative issues. It is now
more than fourteen hundred years that Sirah is being
written. Various ages and varying political
conditions had its effects on different approaches and
methodologies of Sirah writings. The life of the
Prophet has been discussed in the perspective of the
upcoming challenges as well. Like other fields of
Islamic studies, the Sirah writing has also been
expanded to great extent in terms of its trends. New
approaches and methodologies are introduced in
Strah writing which are more in line with the needs
of the time. The study has also focused on various
approaches and methodologies in Sirah studies
developed and evolved mainly in twentieth century.

Introduction '

Prophet Muiammad (plus 4de & La) lived an
unprecedented life and each and every minor and major details of
his life are recorded. His life was the ideal life because it fulfilled
all those conditions which were mandatory to become an ideal life
for all the human beings. Each and every detail of his life was
preserved by the Sirah writers. It is now more than fourteen
hundred years that Sirah of Prophet Muhammad (alu s 4dde 4l La)
Is being written. Various ages and varying political conditions had
its effects of the various styles and trends of Sirah writings. And
the life of the Prophet was discussed in the perspective of the



upcoming challenges. One of the most important of these trends
and approaches in Sirah writing is the modern approach or
contemporary trend. Dr. Mahmid Ahmad Ghazi has not only
elaborated the ancient styles but introduced various modern trends
and methodologies in Sirah writings and a few of them are as
follow;
Style of Muhaddithin

The very first style and trend in Sirah writings is the style of
Muhaddithin. The method adopted by the early Sirah writers was
to write Sirah with the name of Styar' or Maghazi and they used to
inscribe various events through different chains of narrators and
they were very particular about these narrators. They used to bring
other conditions of Muhaddithin into consideration. The people
who adopted this method in Sirah writing were the specialists in
the collection of Hadith. They followed the rules and the principles
of the compilation of Hadith for Sirah as well. They used the
standards of Hadith for collection of data for Sirah and put that in
writing according to the events and topics. The most important
thing in this regard for Muhaddithin was to make sure that
whatever they were compiling must be authentic. Whatever they
used to write, they considered it mandatory to hear directly from
the narrators. Their focus was on the authenticity of the events
instead of the complete picture of the event.? Abdul Raiif Danapiiri
elaborates this by saying, ‘there was not much difference between
the scholars of Sirah and Hadith before Imam Zuhri. Some
scholars where knows by Almaghazir because they knew Maghazr
more than others or because they described Maghazr more than
their contemporaries. There were four very prominent scholars in
the time of Imam Zuhri, Ibn Al Musyb in Madinah, Sha bt in Kufa,
Hasan Basri in Basra and Makhal in Syria. All of them were the
specialists in both Strah and Hadith. Imam Zuhrt benefited from
all of them and the students of Imam Zuhri divided Sirah and
Hadith into two separate spheres. Imam Malik and Imam Sufyan
were the students of Imam Zuhri who strengthened the foundations
of the sciences of Hadith while the writings of Muhammad ibn
Ishaq and Misa ibn ‘ugba laid the base of Sirah writing as a
separate science.’
Historical/Traditional Style

The style of Muhaddithin for Sirah writing did not last for



very long and it was replaced by the historical style of Sirah
writing which was the second style created after the style of
Muhaddithin. 1bn Ishaq, 1bn Hisham, Muhammad Ibn ‘Umar Al
Wagqidi, Miasa Ibn ‘Ugbah and others used the same pattern.
Muhaddithin criticized the writing styles of Mukzammad lbn Ishag
and Muhammad Ibn ‘Umar Al Al Wagqidr for their swing to the
historical or traditional style of Sirah writing. For instance, when
Imam Ahmad was asked about Ibn Iskdag he replied that his way of
narrating Hadith is not right.*
Compiling Style

After the acceptance and the recognition of the style of
Muhaddithin for Sirah writing, Sirah writing became very popular
and many books were written on the Sirah of Prophet Musammad
(plos 4de 4l JLa), And a lot of writing in Sirak gave birth to a new
style in Strah writing and that is called the compiling style of Sirah.
The compiling style of Sirah writing is to compile the events of
Strah from different sources and books of Sira/ in a very orderly,
consistent and comprehensive manner. This style of Sirah writing
started in the end of the third century after Hijra or in the beginning
of fourth century after Hijrah. Almost all the books of Sirah
written after that until today followed the same compiling style of
Strah writing.®
Juristical Style
Juristical style of Sirah writing is to highlight the events of Sirah
in a way that issues relating to Islamic jurisprudence are also
explained. Everyone after having looked at Prophet Muhammad
(ple s 3l 40 L2 doing his Hajj formed his own understanding of
the Hajj of Prophet Muhammad (alwy 44 40/ L<). This is obvious
that no one was always with the Prophet. Everyone figured his
opinion on what he saw. When all this information was transferred
to the next generation, they derived various commandments
according to their own way. There are three kinds of Hajj, Ifrad,
Qiran and Tamatt ‘u. Jurists formed their own opinions about the
Hajj of the Prophet in regard with these three kinds. The Hajj of
Prophet Muhammad (adwy 4de 4/ A< is a matter of Sirah as it
denotes the events from his life but simultaneously it’s an issue of
Islamic jurisprudence and various rulings were derived from it.
Elaborating the Sirah of the Prophet in this mode is called the
juristical style of Sirah writing.°



Style of Mutakallimin

‘Ilm Al Kalam is the science to elaborate Islamic doctrines
with logic and reasoning. It is also meant to analyze and criticize
the beliefs of other religions with reasoning and to prove the
legitimacy of Islamic convictions in comparison of others. This
was for the first time practiced by Muhaddithin and they raised the
questions in regard with the issues of ‘Ilm Al Kalam. Dr. Mahmiid
Ahmad Ghazi has highlighted the significant features of this style
of Sirah writing as well.

Style of Dirayah

Dirayah’ is the study of the texts and the subject matter of
Hadith and it determins the adequacy of a Hadith. The Sirah of the
Prophet has been written in this mode as well and this is called the
style of Dirayah in Strah writing. This style of Strah writing is not
very popular as mostly Sirah writers adopt the style of Riwayah®
in Strah writing. In this style of Sirah writing, the Sirah writers
prefer principles of Dirayah on the principles of Riwayah. While
preferring the principles of Dirayah, the Strah writers try to bring
compatibility in the events of Sirah. This style of Sirah writing
does not mean that the principles of Riwayah are not taken into the
consideration in the writing of Sirah. This style of Sirah writing
can be seen in many books such as Khutabat Ahmadiah by Sir
Sayyad Ahmad Khan, Sirah al Nabt by Shiblt Nu’'mani, Sirat
Sarware ‘Alam by Maulana Maudiidr and many others.
Analytical or Research Based Style

One of the most important styles in Swrah writing is
analytical style and many books have been written on this pattern.
This style is called research based study of Sirah as well. Dr.
Muhammad Hamidullah is considered the pioneer of this style of
Sirah writing. He conducted research based and analytical studies
on Mushkilate® Sirah.

The analytical style of Sirah writing was also meant to
remove the differences in the events of Sirah in terms of time and
dates and to bring compatibility in these events. Early writers of
Sirah used lunar calendars to mention the dates of different events
of Sitrah and when these dates were compared with the solar
calendar and thus a lot of perplexities were found. Christian
missionaries were of the opinion that Prophet Muzammad (4 L=
alu s 4dle) was a mere idol who was worshipped by the Muslims.



Some of their writers thought Prophet Muzammad (4de 4 la
~lu5) urged people to worship him and after his death Muslims
made an idol of him. All this gave way to a new style of Sirah
writing and Muslim scholars gave very comprehensive replies to
all these hostilities in an analytic mode found.*°
Comparative Style

In this style of Sirah writing the life of Prophet Mukzammad
(alus 4ale 4 La) is compared with the lives and teachings of the
prophets and teachings of other religions. This style of Sirah
writing was introduced in twentieth century when Islam spread
widely and it affected those parts of the world where non Muslim
inhabited in majority.!* Early scholars did not prevent the
describing of the preference among the prophets. He further says
that this preference does exist in the light of the Holy Qur’an and
If Qur’an describes the preference of any prophet, this will not be
choosing among the prophets by humans. This will be an
interpretation of the Holy Qur’an and this is allowed by the
consent of the scholars.'? Rahmatullil’alamin by Qadi
Muhammad Sulyman Mansuarpirt and Khutbate Madras by
Sayyed Salman Nadvi are major examples of this very style.
Literary Style

Describing the events of Sirah in pure literary style is called
the literary style of Sirah writing. This style has two important
aspects; poems and prose. Literary style of Sirah writing can be
perceived in Arabic and Persian. This style of Sirah writing is a
novel method. As a matter of fact Muhaddithin and other reliable
writers of Sirah writing did not like this style of lettering in Sirah.
Persian was the first language which opted for this style of Sirah
writing and then from Persian literature it came to Urdu literature
as well. Majority of the books in this style can be found in Persian
and Urdu. This style of Sirah writing took a long time to get space
in Arabic language. Some of the books of this style of Sirah writing
are in poetry while others are in prose and initially books were
written in poetry and then in prose. Many authors of Arabic
presented the events of Sirah in the form of poems. Some poems
had more than thousand verses while others were having three to
four thousand verses. Some authors wrote their poems about the
miracles of the Prophet while some others focused on the wars
fought by Prophet Musammad (alu s 4le 4l L) 13



Sufi Style

Sifit* style is a separate and permanent style of Sirah writing
and this can be named as the spiritual aspect of Sirah writing.
According to the Hadith of Jibrail spiritual factor of our lives has
great significance and this factor has great emphasis in the
teachings of Prophets. The companions of the Holy Prophet were
greatly inspired by the spiritual teachings of Prophet Muhammad
(plues ale ) La), The Holy Qur’an has elaborated this vital aspect
at various occasions. For instance Allah Almighty says in Siarah Al
‘Ankabit,
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“And those who strive in our (cause), We will certainly
guide them to Our path, verily Allah is with those who do right.”
This spirit always prevailed in the minds of mystics from very
beginning. Their lives were dominated by this important spiritual
factor and this was seen in their writings as well. Same was the
case with the writing about the life of the Prophet. Majority of the
Muhaddithin had Kitab Al Akhlaq, Kitab Al Adab and Kitab Al
Zuhd in their collections of Hadith. There were separate books
with the titles Akhlag Al Nabi and Akhlag Al Rasil, for example
Akhlag Al Nabi Wa Adabihi by ‘Abdullah Bin Muhammad Al
Isfahani, Misii‘ah Nazrah Al Na‘tm Fi Akhldaq Al Rasul by Saleh

Ibn Humyd and ‘Abdul Rahman Ibn Maliih.
Thematic Style

Thematic style is yet another novel style of writing in Sirah.
This style can be seen in the interpretations of the Holy Qur’an and
Hadith. The style of writing has changed the trend of commentary
of the full text of Qur’an to some extent. One subject or issue from
the Holy Qur’an is selected and all the verses of the Holy Qur’an
relating to this particular subject are collected and explained. A
few examples of these subjects are the foretelling of Qur’an, the
examples of Qur’an, the Qur’an and modern times etc. Likewise
in Hadith the trend of thematic study has become very popular, for
instance the signs of the last day in the sayings of Prophet
Muhammad (als s 4de <l L), the political or economic teachings
of Prophet Musammad (plus 43le &) La), The same style of writing
has exactly developed in Sirah studies.
Style of Approbation



Style of approbation or tolerance is yet another style of Sirah
writing which developed in twentieth century especially in Indian
subcontinent. This style of Sirah writing was an outcome of the
religious and political conflict which initiated between Muslims
and Hindus soon after the arrival of the former in the subcontinent.
Pessimistic approaches of religious leaders, intolerance, prejudice,
insularism and other such factors were the main elements of most
of the writings and the speeches of that period of time which were
aimed at the defamation of Muslims and Hindus. They started to
praise the religious personalities of both the religions in political
and religious meetings.® The works of Hindu and Sikh writers
about the Sirah of Prophet Muhammad (alus e 4 L) was
quoted in the books of Sirah, and in the books written about the
founders of religions, poetic books of Sirah and in books of history
as well.’

Sirah Writing for Children

It is to write the life of Prophet Muhammad (als s 4de 4l L)
for children in an easy and simple language and it is one of the
novel styles of Sirah writing which started in the end of the
nineteenth century. This style of Sirah writing is mainly found in
sub-continent but Arabic books have also been written in this
approach.'® Those who wrote in this style of Sirah writing include
Qadr Muhammad Sulyman Mansarpirt and his book is ‘Muhr-e-
Nabuwat’. 1t is a small book comprising of about forty pages and
has been published so many times. ‘Sarkar Ka Darbar’ was
written by Ilyas Ahmad and it was published in 1928AD in
Hyderabad in India. ‘Sarkar-e-Do‘alam’ was written by
Muhammad Husyn Nadvi. It was first published in 1932AD and it
Is comprised of 148 pages and was included in the curriculum of
various schools. Rasol-e-Pak’ was written by ‘Abdul Wahid Sindhz
comprising of eighty pages. Khawajah ‘Abdul Ha’twrote ‘Hamare
Raso/’ and there were twenty two editions of this by 1975AD.
‘Piyare Rasol’ was written by Sultanah Asif and it was first
published in 1947AD. Khalil Aimad wrote ‘Rasol-e-Pak kay
Akhlag’ and there were few other books of Sirah specifically
written for children to understand and know the life of Prophet
Muhammad (sl s 4le 4 L), Few of these books are; ‘Hamare
Nab:z’ by Professor Nawab ‘Ali, Aamnah Ka Lal by Rashid Al
Khyri, ‘Rahmat-e-‘Alam’ by Salman Nadvi etc.®



Battles of Prophet Muhammad (alws 4de 4 La)

Battles of Prophet Muhammad (plw s 4ile 40 La) have always
remained the centre of attention of Sirah writers. The very early
books of Sirah were even known by the names of Maghazi and
throughout the writing history of Sirah battles of the prophet
remained a vital subject for example the book Ghazawat Al Rasil
Wa Sarayahu by Ibn Sa‘d. The same happened in the twentieth
century and many books were written on this subject.

Wives of Prophet Mukammad (alws 4sls 4 la)

Books written on the subject matter of the wives of Prophet
Muisammad (ales 4le 40 La) is another example of the Thematic
style of Sirah writing. For example Nisa’ Al Rasiil by Sayid
Ibrahim Ahmad, Nisa’ Al Nabt by ‘A’ishah ‘Abdul Rahman,
Ummahat Al Mu’mnin by Mahmiid Al Masri, Zijat Al Rasul by
Umymah Muhammad ‘Ali, Ziujat Al Rasul by Sa‘id Ayib. The
English books include the philosophy of the marriages of the
Prophet by Akimad Sharif, Women around the Messenger by
Muhammad ‘Alr. Khawati Ehle Byt written by Aimad Khalzl and
Rasillah Kay Nikah by Muhammad Rafi* Mufii are the examples
of Urdu books. '

Conduct of Prophet Muhammad (aluy 4de &) L)

Many books have been written on the manners and the
conduct of the Prophet is another example of the Thematic style
of Sirah writing. For instance Akhlag Al Nabi Wa Adabihi by
‘Abdullah Bin Muhammad Al Isfahani, Miisii ‘ah Nazrah Al Na ‘im
Fi Akhlag Al Rasul by Saleh 1bon Humyd and ‘Abdul Rahman Ibn
Maliih. In Urdu Khalil Akmad wrote ‘Rasdl-e-Pak kay Akhlag.
Sirah Studies and Human Rights

The discussions of human rights are one of the most vital
issues of the twentieth century. These issues were debated by the
Sirah writers of modern days as well and they tried to address these
iﬁues in the light of the Sirah of Prophet Musammad (4de < Lla

3).
There is no doubt that Prophet Muksammad (alu s 4le 4l L) was
the biggest advocator of human rights and he taught the same to
his companions as well. His life is full of the teachings of
brotherhood, sympathy, protection for the properties and honor,
justice etc. He treated Muslims and non-Muslims alike on
humanitarian grounds. The treaty of Madinah and his Last Sermon



are the ideal documents in connection with issues related to human
rights.?°
Philosophical Style

Philosophy is an integral part of human nature and it has
many branches and dimensions like human nature has many
dimensions. Most of the people do not find it easy when it comes
to the comprehension of the true nature of philosophy and very few
like to write in philosophical approaches. Same is the case with the
Sirah of the Prophet and the philosophical style of Sirah writing is
not very common. The philosophical style of Sirah writing means
to discuss the logic of different issues and to elaborate
philosophical aspects of various events from the life of the Prophet.
Style of Da‘wah

It is not that easy to have a classification of the books of
Sitrah in terms of their styles of writings and these books cannot be
confined to a specific style of Sirah. Most of the books have more
than one styles of Sirah writing. Style of Da ‘wah is one of those
styles which can be seen in the writings of many authors. This kind
of writings started in very early days of Sirah writing. The letters
of Prophet Musammad (alu s 4le & L) to various kings and rulers
were in fact Da‘wah towards Islam. The companions of the
Prophet collected these letters. Muhaddithin have also made a
mention of these letters.
Style of Application in Sirah

Man is always in need of guidance and this guidance must
be in practical form because theories may not work for long. The
authors of Sirah have always been aware of this fact and it is
because of this that style of application was introduced in Sirah
writing. Many aspects from the life of Prophet Mukammad ( e
alu s adde 4ll) were highlighted in a way that practical solutions for
various problems were provided. For example the leadership of
Prophet Muhammad (pls 4= 4 L), the revolution brought by
the Prophet Muhammad (alus 4de 4 La) the love and the
humanity in the teachings of Prophet Muhammad (pls s 4de & JLia)
and the social life of Prophet Muzammad (alw s 4le <l L),
Addressing Style of Sirah (s &) jualaa g ugud «libd)

Addressing style of Sirah writing is to compile the addresses
and the speeches of different scholars on the life of Prophet
Muhammad (ol «le & L), This is not a new style in Sirah



writing, in fact it is in practice for quite some time. The very
Important use of this style of Szrah writing is that the addresses and
the sermons in regard with Sirah are brought into the writing after
slight changes. The speeches are preserved in a very appealing
manner and so that people can benefit from them.

Dr. Mahmid Ahmad Ghazi has got a chain of these
addresses which were complied as well. His addresses are titled
with Muhadrati Sirat and Khutbate Bahawalpur |l. Muhadrati
Strat is comprised of twelve addresses namely the need and the
importance of the study of Sirah, an introduction to Sirah and its
sciences, Sirah writing and its inception and evolution,
Methodologies and trends in Sirah writing, famous Sirah writers
and their attributes, State of Madinah its governance and its
economy, Theological Study of Sirah, Jurisprudential Study of
Strah, Strah studies in sub continent, modern approaches in Strah
writings and lastly Strah studies and its possible future dimensions.
Strah Conferences

Another addition to Sirah studies in twentieth century is the
trend of conducting Sirah conferences and establishing Sirah
chairs in various institutions and universities. Such an international
Sirah conference was held in Pakistan in 1974 AD in which the
secretary general of Muslim World league announced a writing
competition of Sirah books. A very handsome amount was given
to the winners of first three positions. The first prize was won by
the book Al Rahig Al Makhtim written by Safi Al Rahman from
‘Azamgher, India, the second prize was taken by the book,
Mu/kammad the Final Messenger authored by Dr. Majid ‘Ali Khan
from ‘Aligher, India and the third position was obtained by the
book Peghambar ‘Azam written by Dr. Nasir Ahmad Nasir of
Punjab university, Lahore. The ministry of religious affairs in
Pakistan started a chain of prizes for Sirah writings after that and
handsome prizes are given every year for the books and articles
written on the life and the teachings of Prophet Mukammad ( =
alu s aile 4), This has resulted in the form of many valuable books
and research articles on the Sirah of the Prophet (alw s 4de <l La)2t
Sermons of Prophet Muzammad (alus 4xls &) la)

To collect and compile the sermons of Prophet Mukammad
(plu s 4ale 4l La) is another style of Sirah writing. The sermons of
Prophet Musammad (sl s 4de <1 L) have great significance in

10



Islamic teachings. Besides his usual sermons, whenever he felt the
need he used to speak to his companions. For instance when he
received a complain about lengthy prayers, he got angry and
climbed on the pulpit and addressed his companions in the
following words; ) ) o
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“Whoever leads the congregation, should reduce (his prayer),

because there are sick, weak and needy.”

Encountering Style

Sirah of the Prophet is one of those Islamic sciences where
orientalists have written a lot and their writings in Sirah are very
significant. This is where encountering style of Strah writing
comes into play and intensity of this style depends upon the writing
behaviors of orientalists who were very active in writing about the
life of the Prophet.

Encountering style is meant to encounter or respond to the
objections made on the life of Prophet Muhammad (4de & ta
~lu5). And this style of Sirah writing can also be seen in the book
of ‘Abdul Rauf Danapuri; regarding which Dr. Mahmiid Ahmad
Ghazr says that ‘Abdul Rauf Danapurt tried to respond to the
objections of orientalists on the sources of Sirah with the help of
the most authentic sources of Sirah. He further says that Danapirt
has specifically replied to those objections of orientalists which
they made on the subject of Maghazi.?®
1.3. Different Methodologies and Approaches of Sirah
Writings in Twentieth Century

In comparison to its past the twentieth century is not a big
difference in terms of general writing methodologies of Sirah.
Sirah writers have discussed all the topics and aspects of the life
of Prophet Mukhammad (plus 43le & JLa) as they were discussed in
the past. Sirah books of various styles can easily be found in
twentieth century i.e. the general books of Sirah which are known
as Al Jawami ‘ Al Strah and the books of Maghazi. Various style of
Strah writing was adopted namely historical, compiling, analytical
etc.

Though the twentieth century was a continuation of its past
In connection with Sirah writing, it does not mean that there was
nothing new or unchanged in this century in terms of Sirah writing.
Muslim world had to go through many ups and downs in twentieth

11



century and it had to face many new challenges. The rapidly
happened changes influenced the methodologies and approaches
of writing as well. In literature the methodologies and approaches
have got great significance and it has great influence on the
readers. The relation of the methodologies and approaches with the
contemporary literature is always observed. All kinds of writings
are judged in the light of contemporary literature. It is observed
that whether these writings have considered the needs of their
times or not. The evolution of a writer is judged in the light of his
approach towards a certain subject.

The Sirah writers of twentieth century did realize the
requirements of their times and accordingly molded their scripts.
Various new methodologies and approaches were introduced in
Strah studies. For instance, Jurisprudential study of Sirah, political
study of Sirah, socialistic study of Sirah, theological study of
Sirah, literary study of Sirah, spiritual study of Sirah,
psychological study of Sirah, geographical study of Sirah, study of
the evidences of Sirah and many more.

Strah Studies in the Light of Qur’an o2 8 & s axlldas

The bond between Qur’an and Sirah is indissoluble. The Sirah
of Prophet Muiammad (el 4de 4 =) is the practical
explanation of the Holy Qur’an. Qur’an contains the historical
details of the events from the life of Prophet Musammad (4 1w
L s 43le)?* and his attributes and characteristics as well.? There are
verses in Qur’an that contain consolation for Prophet Muzammad
(Alus ale 4 La) against the non-believers.?® There are verses
which carry warnings as well?” and verse which emphasize on the
obedience to the Prophet of Islam.? It is, because of this that
prominent Sirah writer have declared Qur’an as the basic source
of the Sirah of Prophet Musammad (alu s 4dle 40 12).29 This led to
this trend of studying Sirah of the Prophet in the light of Qur’an.
A lot has been done in this regard in the past. The hints of this
methodology to some extent can be seen in the books of Abi
Muhammad Ibn Hisham and Muhammad Ibn ‘Umar Al Wagidi.
For instance Al Wagqidr refers to Sirah Al Anfal in the description
of the battle of Badr.®® He refers to Sirah Al ‘Imran while
discussing the battle of 'Uhad® and to Sirah Al Hashr in the
explanation of the expulsion of Banii Nazir.3? Likewise Ibn
Hisham also refers to the Holy Qur’an at very few occasions is his

12



book. For example he refers to Sirah Al Bagarah in the discussion
of the inception of the revelation of Qur’an and the month of
Ramadan.®® Ibn Hisham quotes Siirah Al Kahaf** and Sirah Al
Lahab® as well in an effort to understand Sirak in the light of
Qur’an. This methodology had remained in practice throughout
the history of Sirah writing but this methodology has been
specifically focused in twentieth century and dozens of books have
been written in this approach of Sirah writing to comprehend Sirah
in the light of Qur’anic teachings.® .
Jurisprudential Study of Strah < suw lysd |

The Sirah Prophet Musammad (plus 4dle 4 L) provides
comprehensive guidance in shaping the various aspects of human
life. (sl 43) is a subject in Sirah studies which is generally
focused on deriving legal injunctions from this guidance. Islamic
jurisprudence and Sirah are considered two separate subject
matters. Islamic jurisprudence deals with Islamic law and its
principles while Strah is meant to discuss the history and the life
of Prophet Muzammad (alu s 43de 4 L), As the matter of fact there
Is a sound relation between Islamic jurisprudence and Sirah.
Islamic jurisprudence means a deep and profound understanding
of the injunctions and teachings of Qur’an, Sunnah and Sirah of
Prophet Muhammad (plus 4de 4 L), In order to comprehend
Islamic law in its true spirit it is mandatory to have a complete
understanding of Qur’an, Sunnah and Sirah of Prophet
Muksammad (a1 4de 4l La). It is because of this there is a firm
bond between Islamic jurisprudence and Sirah. This is very
important to study the life of the Prophet in order to understand
Islamic law and this is likewise important to study Islamic law to
have a real understanding of Sirah. In other words Islamic
jurisprudence is the true comprehension and application of Sirah.®
Theological Study of Strah < s Claads

Theological Study of Sirah is in fact a study of those topics
and subject matters of theology (> »le) which have a close
relation with the events from the Sirah of Prophet Mujsammad
(plo s ale ) L), These events of Sirak cannot be comprehended
in their true spirit without the help of theology. The subjects which
are linked to both Sirah and theology are discussed under the title
of theological study of Sirah. Following is a list of those issues
which are equally related to Sirah and theology.
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e Reality and compulsion of prophethood and
messengership

Duties and responsibilities of a prophet

Reality, compulsion and kinds of revelation

The seal of prophethood and reality of Mukammad
Characteristics and attributes of prophethood

Reality of Qur’an and the issue of the creation of
Qur’an

Miracles of the Prophet

The ascension and the night journey of the Prophet
Infallibility of prophets

Tidings of prophets and testimonies of Prophethood?®
Social Aspect of Sirah Studies < s e laial

To study Sirah while focusing on its social aspects is called
the sociological study of Strah. It is also called the sociology of
Sirah. Strah of Prophet Muhammad (alus 4de 4 L) cannot be
comprehended in its true sense without considering the society and
social aspect of the time of the Prophet. The time and the society
of those times are different from other societies and from our time
of today’s modern and complex world.

Sociology has become a very vital subject among its
contemporary subjects. Sociology is meant to discuss human
behavior, mutual relations, structure of various social institutions
and their role. Muslims scholars have discussed these vital issues
of the formation of societies and their stability and instability.® I1bn
Khaldin was the first to use the term of o) sl sle translated in
English as urbanism. /bn Khaldin disclosed the factors for the rise
and falls of the nations and gave the idea of group solidarity.*°

It is because of the dispersal of sociology a new trend has
emerged in Sirah writing and Dr. Makmiid Ahmad Ghazi has called
it the socialistic study of Sirah. He is of the opinion that social
aspects of the Sirah should be highlighted and this can be declared
as the sociology of Sirah. This is the need of the time to study the
Sirah in this new and latest style. He further says that after the
arrival of Prophet Mukzammad (plu s 4dle 40 La) at Madinah he took
many measures and decisions which had their own sociological
background and background is always important to understand the
foreground and reality of the matters. What was the concept of
community in Madinah? Which families and tribes inhabited the
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city at that time and what was the nature of their mutual relations?
What were the main elements of the life and society of Madinah?
What was the nature of the civil state in Makkah? What were the
type of the mutual relations and the transactions of various tribes?
This is an important aspect of Sirah and this is so important that
without its understanding it would not be easy to comprehend
many issues of Strah.*!
Political Study of Strah < s Gl

Prophet Muzammad (alus 4de 4 L) was sent with the
blessings of this life and for the life hereafter. He gave the tidings
of the heavenly sovereignty and explained the rules for the worldly
kingdom and established it by setting examples. To study these
political rules set by the Prophet is called the political study of
Strah. The purpose of the arrival of Prophet Muzammad ( 4 L
aluy 4de) is very clearly mentioned in the Holy Qur’an in the
following words;

SESTEN SEPEEFR D PR (RSP U

42 n5.& : S\j (_,A_’éj\

“It is He Who has sent amongst the Unlettered a messenger

from among themselves, to rehearse to them His Signs, to sanctify
them, and to instruct them Scripture and Wisdom.”

These were the basic responsibilities of the Prophet and no
one was to come after the Prophet to perform these prophetic
responsibilities. There was no book to be sent after the last book of
Allah and therefore the life of Prophet Musammad (4de & La
ks 5) was made a comprehensive and beautiful pattern. He was not
a role model merely for common people but in fact his life was a
model for the rulers, conquerors, commanders and for heads of
states. Allah Almighty has bestowed him the attributes of
Prophethood and qualities of a best ruler.*®
Literary Study of Strah < s <l

Another significant aspect of Sirah studies is the literary
study of Sirah. This is meant to analyze the sermons and letters of
Prophet Musammad (alw s 4l & L) in literary style. The authors
and experts of literature evaluated the impacts of the sayings of
Prophet Musammad (a1 4le 40 L) on Arabic language and on
the methodologies of Arabic language. The effects of the sayings
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of Prophet Musammad (sl 4= 4 L) on the structure, diction
and pronunciation of Arabic language were analyzed by the
experts of literature. What were the new methodologies in terms of
linguistics which Prophet Musammad (alss 4de 4 L) rendered
to Arabic language? What changes did Prophet Muzammad ( e
ol s adde dll) bring into Arabic language? All such issues are the
subject matter of the literary study of Strah. The very first work in
this context can been found is the book 4/ Bayan Wal Tabyin
written by Aba ‘Uthman ‘Amr Ibn Bahr Al Jahiz. Imam Jahiz has
dedicated a complete and detailed chapter to the literature,
g[?ssgjogy and eloguence of Prophet Muzammad (4l & ta
).

Martial Study of Sirah < m <l Sus

Martial study of Sirah is the study of the military aspects of
the life of Prophet Muhammad’s (plvs «le 4 L), It includes the
wisdom of the wars and various means adopted by Prophet
Muhammad (alws 4le &) L) in his wars. It is one of the modern
trends of Sirah writing and such a diverse and detailed study of on
the military aspects of the life of Prophet Musammad (4de 4 La
~ls) was not conducted in past. People who have conducted
research in this field are the experts of this field and have spent
their whole lives studying military. The vision and insight which
they ezgployed in such research was not easy to employ for
others.

Administrative Study of Strah < s b))

Administrative study of Sirah means the study of the
executive and organizational aspects of the life of Prophet
Muhammad (alus «de & L), The early writers of Sirah have
contributed a great deal of authentic work to this type of study in
Sirah. The two most important books o this subject theme of Sirah
are Takhrij Al Dalalat by Imam ‘Alt Ibn Muhammad Al Khuza T
and Al Taratib Al Idariyah by Imam Muhammad ‘Abdul Kattani.
Both the authors have analyzed and complied all the scattered
information about the administration of Prophet Musammad ( =
alu s ade ) from Tafsir, Hadith, Sirah and Islamic history. For
instance what were the administrative judgments of Prophet
Muhammad (ples 4de & L) and what administrative measures
were adopted by Prophet Muhammad (ples 4de 4l La). The
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information on this subject matter were scattered in various
sources and both the authors collected these facts and figures.*°
Spiritual Study of Sirah < ym Slila g

The spiritual study of Sirah is about the teachings of Prophet
Muhammad (pls 4 4 L) in connection with the purifying of
one’s self. What measures Prophet Muzammad (alws 4de 4l o)
adopted regarding this purification, the way he educated morals to
his people and how he eliminated the incorrect and immoral habits
and customs from the society are the main subject matters of the
spiritual study of Sirah. The Companions used to learn the prayers
of the Prophet and he himself used to teach them. For instance the
following prayer of Prophet Musammad (alw s 4de &) L) in which
he corrected even one word of his Companion who said prophet in
place of messenger;

- , I/

“I said | belleve inthe Messengerthat You (Allah) have sent,
He (Muhammad ol s 4le &) L) said; say | believe in the Prophet
that You (Allah) have sent.”

Another important aspect of the spiritual study of Sirah is
the chains of Sufism and many Sirah writers have written on this
issue including the writers of subcontinent. The personality of
Prophet Muhammad (alws 42 & L) was describes in the term of
Sufism and the spirituality of Prophet Musammad (alu s 4le 4 L)
was compared to other prophets as well.*

Psychological Study of Sirah < s Clauds

Early interpreters of Qur’an, Muhaddithin and Sirah writers
did not use the psychological approach in their writings to great
extent but they did highlight the philosophy and wisdom of the
sayings of Prophet Musammad (alw s 4dle 4 L) and what he took
into the consideration in terms of the mindset and the mental
temperament of the people when he was presenting the message of
Allah. He gradually changed the minds of people and did not ask
them to leave everything at once because this may not have worked
and this is an important point in psychology. Prophet Muzammad
(plu s 4de 4 L) minded the psychology of his opponents in order
to reduce their opposition and took such steps which indeed
minimized their opposition. The attitude of Prophet Mukammad
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(alu s 4o 4} L) at the time of the treaty of Hiidybiyah is another
very good example of the psychological approach of the Prophet.
The Prophet upon watching the head of the Ahabish tribe, Halis
Ibn ‘Algamah, coming, asked his companion to drive the animals
of sacrifice in front of him. After seeing this he was very impressed
and he told Quraysh that they did not sign treaty with them to stop
the pilgrims.*°
Geographical Study of Sirah < s sl i

Geographical study of Sirah means to analyze the
geographical atmosphere of the time and the region of the arrival
of Prophet (ol s 4ide 4 L), It is the study of the geography of that
region and other cities which existed in that era. The very first book
about the geographical study of Sirah was written in third century
after Hijrah. Sifat Jazirah Al ‘Arab is the book authored by Ibn
Hai’k Hamdant and it was published in Leyden, Netherlands in
1819 AD. This book discusses the region of Arabia, its geography,
nations, tribes, thoroughfares, mountains, ponds etc. This book
contains precise descriptions of those areas where the wars of
Islam were fought or treaties were signed with various tribes. This
trend has prevailed in modern ages as well and Sirah has been
studies on the basis of geography and it is called Geo-politics.>

Reviving Movement and Sirah < s gl cilSq a3 bl

Twentieth century was the era of reviving movements in
Muslim world. There were many Islamic and religious movements
in Arab and non-Arab Muslims world in the east and the west. The
objective of these movements was the instauration of the Muslim
world through Islamic values. These movements were meant to
restore the Islamic societies and states and to reform the individual
and collective lives of Muslims according to the ancient Islamic
idealism. Pakistan itself came into being as a result of a reviving
movement and one of the basic element of this movement was
Islam and Islamic values and traditions and this is very obvious in
the statements of Muhammad ‘Alt Jinah and Dr. Muhammad Igbal.
In the context of the reviving movements the Sirah of Prophet
Muzammad (sl 4le &) L) was pondered and studies in a new
approach. The Sirah of Prophet Muhammad (alw s 4dle &) 1) asa
role model was highlighted and this purpose added a new
intellectuality in Sirah studies.>
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Western Inference and Sirah < s o g) S-S @ gbal 2 e

Another approach of modern times in Sirah writing is the
approach of western style inference and deduction. Many writers
of Sirah studied in the west and were brought up in western
universities and some others who graduated from eastern
universities but studied in western styles, adopted this modern
approach in Sirah writing especially those who wrote Sirah in
English, French and German languages. Their writings are
according to the western standards and styles of inference. Sir
Sayid Ahmad Khan and Sayid Ameer Ali are the pioneers in the
sphere of Sirah writing. Another prominent example of such
writers in Sirah is Dr. Muhammad Hamidullah. There are many
Arab Sirah writers as well who studies in western universities and
wrote the Sirah of Prophet Musammad (al—-s 4zle &) 1) in
western style of writing.>2
Summary

Sirah writers of twentieth century have discussed all the
topics and aspects of the life of Prophet Muhammad ( 4le & ta
~lus). The world had seen many major events throughout the
twentieth century for instance World War | and World War |1, and
these events had far reaching effects of Muslim Ummah as well.
This century was a reflection of the political downfall of the
Muslims. The needs of the time and time to time developments
gave birth to new styles, approaches and subjects in Sirah writings.
Dr. Mahmud Ahmad Ghazi analyzed and comprehended these
styles and methodologies adopted by various Sirah writers and
introduced novel terminologies of Sirah writing. While doing this
Dr. Ghazi served twofold purpose; the first aim was to promote the
true message and the teachings of Prophet Musammad (4de 4 L
) and secondly he provided guidelines in regard with the new
challenges of twentieth century which Sirah writers are facing now
and in future as well.
Findings and Recommendations

Sirah writers of twentieth century have discussed all the
topics and aspects of the life of Prophet Musammad (4de 4l JLa
ol 5). While writing the Sirah, the Sirah writers utilized ancient
and modern approaches and methodologies. The ancient
approaches such as the approaches of Muhaddithin, historical or
traditional styles and compiling approaches were also into
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consideration by the Sirah writers of twentieth century. But as the
matter of fact the needs of the time and change gave birth to new
styles, approaches and subjects in Sirah writings such as analytical
style, comparative style, argumentative style, literal style, safi
style, subjective style, style of approbation, Sirah writing for
children, philosophical style, style of Da ‘wah, style of application
in Strah, addressing style of Strah, legalist and theological study of
Strah, political, martial, administrative, psychological and
geographical study of Sirah. Figh Al Sirah was one of the most
Important areas of study of few of these authors and they have
inferred various injunctions from the Sirah. Many lessons and new
teachings were deduced from the Sirah. Though there cannot be
two opinions regarding the significance of the ancient approaches
of Sirah writing, there is a need to highlight the modern approaches
which are more in line with needs of the time. The subjective style
of Sirah writing is needed to be promoted more and more.
Mushkilat Al Sirah and Figh Al Sirah needs to be addressed more
in terms of the research of the topics of Sirah. Research projects
and thesis promoting the style of application in Strah may be
supported and encouraged. In this regard the contributions of Late
Dr. Mahmiid Ahmad Ghazi are undeniable and unmatchable.
Research scholars from various universities across the county may
be assigned research topics related to the work of Dr. Mahmiid
Almad Ghazi.
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