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(Preliminary Western Critical Reflections on Fundamental
Sirah Sources)
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ABSTRACT:

The academic and scholarly study of Sirah of Hazrat
Muhammad (SAW) began in the west during the first
half of the 19th century AD when western scholars
discovered and edited some manuscripts of fundamental
Islamic Sirah sources. However, western writers were
not satisfied with these Islamic Sirah sources. They
argued that most of the hadith material reflect later
developments of Islam and hence must not be used as a
historical source for the time of Muhammad (SAW)
himself. This skepticism was embraced by several
western scholars who were concerned with the original
Islamic Sirah sources. As a result, three main groups
about Sirah sources came into being. The first group was
ready to accept the Islamic traditions as the original Sirah
source unless there was any criticism regarding the
narrator. The second group rejected the Islamic traditions
and emphasized to reconstruct early Islamic history using
non-muslim sources. The third group believed in the
literary criticism of available Islamic Sirah sources. The
article aims to review the skeptical tendencies about
Islamic Sirah sources that emerged from time to time in
western scholarship.

Keywords: manuscripts, western scholarship, sirah
sources, skeptical tendencies
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"Itis [in] a highly poetic garb full of
legends which was calculated to
attack and captivate the maginative
minds of the Arabs."
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! G.Weil, Muhammad der Prophet, sein Leben und seine Lehre, n.p., (1843).
2 G,Weil, The Bible, the koran and Talmud, (New York, 1863) vii, xvi.
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"Reliance upon oral traditions at a time when
they were transmitted by memory alone,
produced everyday divisions among the scholars
of Islam, which opend up a wide field of
fabrication and distortion." !
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1 G.Weil, Geschichte der Chalifen, Nach Handschriftlichen, Gr Sstentheils
Noch Unben Tzten Quellen Bearibn. Osnabruck: Neudruck der Ausg,
(1846-1862), 2: 290.

2 Jeffery Arthur, "The Quest of the Historical Muhammad,” Muslim World 16
(1926): 327-48.
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! Sprenger, Aloys, The Life of Mohammed from Original Sources,(Allahabad
Presbyterian Mission Press, 1851).

2 Sprenger, Aloys, Das Leben und die Lehre des Mohammad, 3 vols. Berlin,
1861-1865.

® Muir, William, The Life of Mahomet, (London, Smith, Elder co.,1861).
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"[1t] consists exclusively of the revelations or
commands which (Mohammad) professed
from time to time through Gabriel, as a
message direct from God; and which, under an

alleged divine direction, he delivered to those
about him." 2
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"Hold it to be surely Mohammad's words, as the
Muslims hold it to be the word of God." 3
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1 Muir, The Life of Muhammad, xiv.
2 Muir, The Life of Mahomet,i.
® Muir, The Life of Mohammad, Apendix, (London, 1878), 563.



e ) o Y . 76
c«t@;dﬁd/’db&'{,%ﬁ‘&a Ll

Qe PGS D et S v K1 et ASKSE
2 d e e (P )z
Seblogl Muir s2s, £ &S et emble e 2 onler SIid sl
LSt oSt st AnE W » )
S bty L SIS S IS S TP St S b o
& ;zrd;ﬁg,agwgu‘? u:"( WC;I‘LGC@JMQ.:,& I L2
Lt it dip B S embin £ 206 Fod sl o2
e b G U bl S nd S e L e B L
oo S b PV SIS S e e St ey -1
m;t;;w,4;0‘@)215&(;“;%'4;'?‘4?6@&fuﬁ ;q,l;/Lf//1{tg
s
P Bl oS ey I E A b e e 23 S 1/?(}?;‘ Aol -2
/%'4#6’5445/,1}.5/4Lé@/&qtﬁd/ak'uuf&ﬁk 3
.f Qorcoigf Fradn g o s S
SUIG L et S c‘_muuwzéz’_tg/ USRI
g,;w:cf“lugj_ L J&&U/Ldﬁfv-u}(}{{,g,yﬁ?d}fulf’ =l
S S TS e s g L e 2 L
N2 QUG e WL P S L L el
»{!cﬁ,//-wu‘@cieuu‘ufw&f 5%’-9&’40“‘(&@'46:@

! Muir, The Life of Mohammad, xxxv.
2 |bid.
 Muir, The Life of Mohammad, xLvi.
* Muir, The Life of Mohammad, xLii.
% Ibid.
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"Although the features of the Prophet were
magnified into majestic and supernatural
dimensions, yet the character of his friends
and followers, and the general events of early
Islam, were undoubtedly preserved with
tolerable accuracy and thus a broad basis of
historical truth was maintained."?
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! Muir, The Life of Mohammad, xxxviii.
2 Muir, The Life of Mahomet, vol. I.

3 Muir, The Life of Mohammad, xiv.

* Muir, The Life of Mohammad, .
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! Wustenfeld, Ferdinand, Das Leben Muhammad's, 3 vols, (Gottingen, 1857-
1859).

2 Noldeke, T, Das Leben Muhammads nach den Quellen popular dargestelt,
(Hanover, 1863).

® Wellhausen, Julius, Muhammed in Medina, (Berlin, 1882).

* Goldziher, Ignac, Muhammadanische Studien, Halle, 1889-90.
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! Goldziher, Ignac, Muslim Studies, Translated by Samuel Stern, (London,
1967,81).

2 Goldziher, Muslim Studies, 71.

% Goldziher, Muslim Studies, 68.

* Ansari, Zafar Ishag, "The Authenticity of Traditions: a critique of Joseph
Schacht's Argument E Silentio”, Hamdard Islamicus 7, 2 (1984): 51-61.

> Goldziher, Introduction to Islamic Theology and Law, Translated by Andrew
and Ruth Hamori, (Princeton, 1981).
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"We must --- abandon the gratuitous
assumptions that there existed originally an

! Schacht, Joseph, The Origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudence, (Oxford,
1950).
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authentic core of information going back to the
time of the Prophet.”
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! Schacht, Joseph, "A Revaluation of Islamic Tradition”, in Journal of the
Royal Asiatic Society, 49 (1949) 146-47.
2 Coulson, N.J, A History of Islamic Law, (Edinburgh, 1964).
- Fuck, Johann W, "Review of Joseph Schacht's Origins of
Muhammadan Jurisprudence”. Bibliotheca Orientalis (1953): 196-99.
- Guillaume, Alfred, "Review of Joseph Schacht's Origins of
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® Wansbrough, John, The Sectarian Milieu: Content and Composition of
Islamic Salvation History, (Oxford, 1978).
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! Cook, Michael and Patricia Crone, Hagarism, The Making of the Islamic
World, (Cambridge, 1980).

- Rodinson, Maxime, Mahomet, (Paris, 1961).

2 Watt, William Montgomery, "Muhammad at Mecca, (Oxford, 1953)". -------
——————— , Muhammad at Medina, (Oxford, 1956).

® Ar-Rahawan, Muhammad Saeed Mitwally, Early Sources for Prophet
Muhammad is Biography, (Riyadh, KSA, 2015), 37.
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"The personality of the Prophet made such an
impression on his followers that we cannot

believe the picture of him given in tradition is
purely late development.” *
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! Watt, "The Condemnation of the Jews of Banu Qurayza", Muslim World,
XLII (1952): 171.

2 Watt, Muhammad at Mecca, (Oxford, 1953), esp.pp.Xiii-xvi.

¥ Watt, Muhammad at Mecca, Xi-xii.
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corrected, where tendentious shaping is
suspected, and are only to be rejected outright

where there is internal contradiction.” *
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! watt, Muhammad at Mecca, Xiv.

2 Watt, "The Reliability of Ibn Ishag's Sources”, in La Vie du Prophete
Mahomet, Colloque de Strasbourg (October, 1980) (Paris, 1983), 31-43.

® Ibid.

* Watt, "The Material used by Ibn Ishag", in B. Lewis and P.M. Holt (eds),
Historians of the Middle East, (London, 1962), 23-34.
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! Schoeler, The Biography of Muhammad, 6.

2 Paret, Rudi, Muhammad and der Koran, Stuttgart, 1957.

® Rodinson, M, Mahomet, Paris, 1961. Mohammad, Translated by Anne
Carter, (Penguin Press, 1971).

* Rodinson, Mohammad, xii.
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“That a reconstruction of the Prophet's life
could claim historical probability although it
was based on sources considered as "hardly
reliable”, "doubtful" and rather far away from
the facts.”
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“The Prophet's early life can only be sketched,
and that faintly in large brush strokes, while any
attempt to go further must result in hagiography
or romance, which we already have in the
standard Muslim sources.”
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! Rodinson, Mohammad, 12.
2 Blachere, Regis, La Probleme de Mahomet, (Paris, 1952).

3 Blachere, Law Probleme de Mahomet, 18.
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