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Purificational and Ethical Aspects of the Prophetic

Sirah in Social Organization:
A Focused Study of Hujjat Allah al-Balighah
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Abstract

This research examines the spiritual-purification (tazkiyah) and character-building
dimensions of the Prophetic biography (Sirah), which constitute one of the fundamental
pillars in the formation of the Islamic social system. The Messenger of Allah # did not
merely present a structured system of worship and law; rather, he established a strong
and harmonious society built upon purification of the soul, moral refinement, and the
nurturing of a righteous individual—one who creates a positive impact within his
surroundings.

This study situates the subject within the comprehensive reformist vision of Shah
Waliullah al-Muhaddith al-Dehlawi (1703—1762), one of the foremost revivalists of the
Indian subcontinent. He is among the scholars who approached the Strah with a
magqasid-based understanding, presenting a coherent framework in which individual
purification becomes the foundation for community-building. His intellectual vision
clarifies a holistic model of social reform rooted in the Prophetic example.

Keywords: Prophetic Strah, Moral and Character Formation, Islamic Social Order,
Shah Waliullah Dehlawi, Hujjat Allah al-Balighah, Objectives of the Prophetic
Biography, Prophetic Model of Reform, Moral Psychology in Islam
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Siddiqi, Muhammad Yasin Mazhar. Shah Wali Allah ka Falsafah-yi Sirat, 88.
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Shah Sahib has presented the Prophetic history (Sirah), in accordance with Ibn Khaldiin's
methodology, not only by highlighting the external historical narrative alongside the internal
history but also as the practical manifestation of the celestial secrets and philosophy of the entire
religion and Shari'ah. Transliteration: Ibn Khaldiin. Mugaddimah Ibn Khaldiin. Egypt: Matba“ah
Mustafa, n.d., 3541, cited in Siddiqi, Muhammad Yasin Mazhar, Shah Walt Allah ka Falsafah-

yi Strat, 91.
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Dihlawi, Wali Allah. Hujjat Allah al-Balighah. Beirut: Dar al-Jil, 2005, 1/62.
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Since the onset of modernity, the influence of governments on individual life and the grip of
state institutions over individuality have become very vast and strong. Now, the private life of
every person has also become a subject of policy. From the modern era, the state structure has
begun to influence every aspect of an individual's life .
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Dihlaw1, Walt Allah. Hujjat Allah al-Balighah (Bab Ittifaq al-Nas ‘ala Usal al-Irtifaqat), 1/62,
991 .
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According to Shah Sahib, this entire structure of piety (birr) and sin (ithm) is formed through
the knowledge of four matters: what is the universe? What is the station of man? What is the
mutual relationship between the universe and the Creator of the universe? And what are the
requirements of man's own body and soul?

299.62/1 el dlas (SHsuids - ©

2025\10%(#3?;)2}@/



224 BTSSP

1 Siorsp o A2 L U o § 07 LT S e e 10l 351 1 Lo lool
/’/,u)/’mc&’Luﬁ@zicuﬁiw‘;,fedtft{:%}u/uuuwJJL;?:_u)LJI
S Qb LF O S L0 e ol o 22 L
Iy i T e oS T Ui sF 208 40 T i T
;cw’J&wc}d’.(t?J",%zfjj&ﬁq;‘k@uﬁu}mn)u414;‘)'@/,';,;5;!(V)
U6 Lo ot

SELAL s E S QUM b 1 Slomsp 657 £33 L oot
e dip Ll

et b U WA L 0 51 L o $if s £ AT Lol
FE B e Iy L8 F L oS 480 o1 ok iz S
uﬁw@ﬂémldm/:&}/“.,{tLHWL&J/J:;[J(M;?M,"ch:..»uotifaaﬂ_~,/.
s

Dihlawi, Wali Allah. Huj ]at Allah al- Bahghah 1/62, 99.
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Dihlaw1, Wali Allah. Hujjat Allah al- Ballghah 2/234.
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Dihlaw1, Wali Allah. Hujjat Allah al-Balighah, al-Mabhath al-Sabi‘, Bab Bayan Agqsam ‘Ulim
al-Nabr, 1/223.
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Dihlaw1, Walt Allah. Huj_]at Allah al- Bahghah 1/223.
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Dihlawi, Wali Allah. Hujjat Allah al-Balighah, 1/223.
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Dihlawi, Wali Allah. Hujjat Allah al-Balighah, 2/229.
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However, according to Shah Sahib, while this dimension of Sirah is based on Divine revelation,
it also includes some Prophetic ijtihadat (legal reasonings). Nonetheless, those reasonings are
infallible because a Prophet is not allowed to remain in error (‘ismah ‘an al-khata’). Examples
are then mentioned, and it is stated that it is not necessary for these Prophetic reasonings to be
based on a literal text; rather, moving beyond that, the Holy Prophet can exercise personal ijtihad
based on the general objectives of the Shari'ah. (In this context, Shah Sahib has discussed
Shari'ah's facilitation, gradualism, and consolidation independently). This is, as it were, an
ijtihad even superior to that of a Mujtahid Mutlaq.
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Dihlawi, Wali Allah. Hujjat Allah al-Balighah, 1/112 et seq.
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And Shah Sahib explains in detail their opposites, which are fundamental obstacles in character
building and system formation.
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Dihlaw1, Wali Allah. Hujjat Allah al-Balighah, 1/224.
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His phrasing is: "Meaning that Allah taught him the laws of socio-economic management
(irtifaq), so he deduced wisdom from them and established universal principles therein".
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Because dry laws are not the cause of implementation; rather, it creates an oppressive and
dictatorship-based environment. According to Shah Sahib, some of these virtues are based on
revelation and some are the Prophet's 1Jt1hadat
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Dihlawi, Walt Allah. Hujjat Allah al-Balighah, 1/224.
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