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Qadi Sana’ullah Panipati’s Approach to Hadith and
Seerah: An Analytical Study of Irshad al-Talibin
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Abstract
Qazi Muhammad Sanaullah Panipati (1722-1810), a distinguished descendant of
Shaykh Jalal al-Din Kabir al-Awliya, traced his lineage through twelve generations to
Uthman ibn Affan (may God be pleased with him). A scholar of wide learning, he was
a Qur’anic exegete, traditionist, jurist, theologian, and Sufi master.
His renowned work, *Irshad al-Talibin*, composed in Arabic and Persian, occupies a
significant place in Islamic mystical literature for its depth and clarity. The treatise aims
to cultivate sincere obedience to and emulation of the Prophet Muhammad %,
presenting the Prophetic life as a model for moral and spiritual refinement rather than
merely a historical account.
The book guides outward conduct and inward purification, leading believers toward
deeper awareness of God. It also responds to distortions and innovations within certain
spiritual circles, correcting misconceptions about sainthood and moderating
exaggerations concerning the rank and miracles of God’s friends.
Drawing upon the Qur’an and Prophetic traditions, the author outlines the inner spiritual
sciences, stages of nearness to God, and the qualities of spiritual aspirants. Organized
around moral purification, the work reflects his profound insight and awareness of his
religious milieu.
Keywords:Sanaullah Panipati; Irshad al-Talibin; Islamic spirituality; sainthood; moral
purification; Prophetic traditions.
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The author being a great theologian of his age, this work is also regarded as
authentic and reliable from the orthodox stand-point3.
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