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Abstract:
The Egyptian Revolution 1952 brought significant change in the intellectual and socio-

political spheres of life of the country. The socialist’s ideas gained popularity among
the liberalists, but the religious class remained cautious in accepting the socialist ideas
and reforms. To create space for social reforms among the religious minded masses, the
Socialist authors attempted to present the religion of Islam as a movement of social
change and the Prophet Muhammad as a revolutionary leader who endeavored for
social reforms. Abd al-Rahman Al-Sharqawi (d. 1987) was a well-known Egyptian
socialist writer. He tried to portray the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) as an
exemplary human being who revolutionized the Arab society. This paper aims to
analyze al-Sharqawi’s Sirah-writing Muhammad Rasul al-Huriyya (Muhammad- the
Messenger of Freedom). Al-Sharqawi opined that there was a plethora of Sirah
literature available regarding the life of the Prophet, his beliefs, miracles, and dogmas,
whereas little attention had been paid to his human and social perspectives in Sirah-
writing. Al-Sharqawi attempted to illustrate the social and humanistic values of the
Prophet Muhammad -peace be upon him- and how he brought freedom and harmony to
human beings irrespective of their religious or racial affiliations. The present research
appraises the extent to which the author successfully composed his Sirah through the
application of Socialist terminologies.

Keywords: Egyptian Sirah-writings, Socialist method of religious interpretation, Abd

al-Rahman al-Sharqawi.
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He does not intend to paint the portrait of a Prophet but a man, a wonderful
man who in spite of the circumstances fought against tyrannical and
rapacious violence for the sake of brotherhood, for the sake of
righteousness and freedom, for the sake of love and mercy, for the sake of
a better future for all men, both for those who do believe in his prophethood
and for those who do not believe. To those who nonetheless expect a sira
he says that there is no need for such a work, in which the reliability of the

mission is defended, or the miracles of the prophet are confirmed.'?
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Al-Sharqawi has been able to actualize the life of Muhammad by making
use of socialist terminology. He has projected his own ideals into it. The
whole image is moulded according to the socialist model. Muhammad
becomes a sort of Marx before Marx, one who then already preached a
social revolution and carried it out. Muhammad is a worker who rises up
on behalf of workers deprived of justice. The battle which he wages is a
class conflict between the rich Quraysh and the Jews on the one side, and
the poor, slaves and women on the other side. The fight against polytheism
is seen as a fight against capitalism. The content of the preaching of Islam
is as sort of socialist manifesto: the right to work and the freedom to work.*'
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Ash-Sharqawi constantly finds enimity, hate, treachery, the breaking of
treaties, the lust for power and feelings of revenge in the Jews. Ash-
Shargawi has established his defence of Muhammad by painting the Jews
completely black, a presentation for which he does not give any historical
evidence, much less "thousands".?®
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