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ABSTRACT

Molana Abdur Rauf Danapuri was a great Muslim Scholar. He had multi-
dimentional personality. By profession he was a "HAKEEM". He worked in the field of
"Tib" (medicine). He developed the course for Tib. He wrote valuable books and
articles in this field.

Molana Danapuri actively took part in politics in pre-Pakistan Era. He had been
member of Jamiat-Al-Ulama-e- Hind. He worked for All India Muslim League in Bihara
and Kolkatta.

As a Muslim scholar, he had good command on Tafseer, Hadith, Figh, History ,
Seerah and IIm-ul-Kalam. He wrote many books and articles on different topics. His
book on Seerah named "ASAH -US- SEAR" is an authentic book. He was a renouned
personality of Bihar and Kolkatta.

He spent whole his life there and died in 1948. This article is a brief biography of
Late Molana Abdur Rauf Danapuri and his work.
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(The Structural Elements of a Research Paper in Islamic Studies and their
Requirements)
(A Critical and Constructive Study in the Viewpoint of HEC Pakistan's Approved Research Journals)
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ABSTRACT
The Higher Education Commission of Pakistan has taken many steps to

encourage and support Pakistani researchers for raising the standard of research,
education, and development of the country. One of these steps is the recognition of
research journals and increase their numbers to publish maximum research papers.
However, there are many researchers, particularly in the field of Islamic Studies, who
are new and unexperienced. Their papers are mostly not published in these journals
because they contain many deficiencies and faults. Thus, these authors become
discouraged and cannot contribute in the progress of society. Unfortunately, there is
neither any regular system or programme to train these unexperienced researchers nor
any book of research methodology to help them.

With this background of the problem in view, the basic questions of this research
are: What are the fundamental structural elements of a research paper and how are they
written meritoriously? And, what are the rules and preferences of the experts and
evaluators of the papers submitted in the field of Islamic Studies? Keeping in view these
questions, this paper indicates and analyses, in detail, the drawbacks, mistakes and faults
which are frequently found in the papers written for publication in the HEC’s approved
journals of Islamic Studies. To overcome and solve their problems, it discusses the basic
elements of an acceptable research paper—Nature of the topic, Statement of the Topic,
Abstract in English, Outline of the paper, Central Body of the paper, the Use of sources
of different levels and Conclusions. For the sake of research on this topic, this paper
follows the analytical and critical methods of research. It suggests and recommends

many successful ways to avoid the rejection of experts and evaluators.
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ABSTRACT

The topic of this research is “the study of Rhyming Words in surah Baqarah”. The research
investigates the Rhyming Words in Arabic and their ways of uses in the holy qura’n. The last word
in the verse is called Rhyming Word which has a very important role for the rhythm in reading and
listening and this is the essence of its work. The research showed a statistical and applied study of
Rhyming Words in surah Bagarah,morphologicaly and syntexally. The morphologically study of
rhyme words in surrah showes that the percentage of active participle(Jeléll aw) is on the top and
that came 86 times in the surrah and then Adjectives (4wial/ 4all) which came 71 times, then
pslell isall Jxdll which came 93 times then Jsgaell vl Jedll which came 11 times, and z<>
Alsd) _S3all came 90 times. Syntexall study of rhyming words in the surrah showes that sl
came 177 times and study of rhyming words showes the mirical of the holly Quraan which was the
challenge for the people who know the eloquent Arabic Language very well but this was impossible
for them to bring even one Aayah. After the study of this research it will be cleared that the study
of rhyming words help the reader of Quran to understand the rhytam and rehtoric of holy Quran

in its style which is jmpossib]e in any human Writing.
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ABSTRACT

The idea of deviation has attracted the minds of the scholars, rehtorians and critics since the third

century AH. Many ancient scholars like "Abu Ubaidah (i4# #J) Al-emaam Alzamakhshari" (/Ly/

s /':?/0 and "Abdul Qahir" (u{b /// A& 4+*) in his great book (Dalail ul iejaz) etc... and modern
scholars like Abdul Salam Almasadi" in his book (Method and stylistic) and "Mohammed Abdul
Mutalib" in (Rhetoric and stylistic) and "salah Fadl" in (ilmul Auslub) have taken part in the
study of methodology.

Modern Westerners have also contributed significant shares in the subject, Paul Valery says about
stylistic: "What is the only deviation from the rule or the original topic of speech is a violation."
As Cohen said: "we will not involve quality properties for a method to express Vrdath This does not
preclude that there would be elements inherited traditional beside those unique items, because it is

impossible that the text on what is unique only and does not value him Z'ftbe traditional elements.

Fortunately we find a link in old and modern style in the field although we found the word (o)

and modern usage of it word (Jy’ﬂOfor the same cause. I will try to hold both old and modern

scholarly ideas and deliver some szﬂ‘ﬁcient references for their relations.
In the end ofme research I endeavor to compare both the opinions cypo]d and modern scholars. And

I mentioned the aspects which are agreed upon and aspects which are controversial between them.
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ABSTRACT
Status of Criminal Offence in Islamic Law and Conventional Law.The criminal law is based
upon crime, if there is crime, there is punishment. But there is a dire need to know which act or
omission is crime and which is not. And how a crime is established? Which elements are required to
form a crime? How many kinds of crime? And which crime is liable to be punished? In this article it
has been tried to discuss the definition of crime which is defined by different Islamic scholars,
jurists and conventional jurists. Some Islamic jurists did not confined crime and its punishment to
this world but they included crime to those acts and omissions which could not be punished in this
world but be punishable here in after. There is also a discussion about different kinds of crime and
its effect on punishment. Crime has been defined by Blackstone and Stephen which is almost
applicable in conventional law. Crime has also been defined in Pakistan Penal Code and Criminal
Procedural Code. A comparison of crime has also been done between Islamic Law and Conventional
Law and the differences between these two laws have been highlighted.

Key Words: Crime, Dgﬁnition, Islamic Law, Conventional Law, Jurists, Kinds qf crime,
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21- Blackstone, Sir William (b- July 10, 1723, London, d- Feb. 14, 1780, willing ford.) English
Jurist, auther of commentaries on the laws of England. The new Encylopeadia, Britannica,
Volume. 2 Micropeadia. Ready Reference. Page 263-, Ed. 15.

22.- Khan, S.A., Principles of Criminal Law (Based on Outlines of Crinianl Lawby CS Kenny),page
-4, Mansoor Book House, Lahore, Ed.- 1998.

23.- Stephen, Sir Jams Fitzjamer (b- March 3, 1829, London d- March 11, 1894, Safforlk,
Eng),Britishlegal historian, Anglo- Indian administrator, Hudge, and other noted for his
criminal Law reform proposal. The New Encylopeadia Britannica, vol11, page. 251.

24.- Khan, S.A., Principles of Criminal Law (Based on Outlines of Crinianl Law by CS Kenny),
page -4,Mansoor Book House, Lahore, Ed.- 1998.

25. Khan S.A Principles of Criminal Law p 5. See also Crime and Criminal Law, P. 4, by K.D.
Gaur.

26. R. V. Russel, (1933) V. L. R. 59.

27- The word "offence" denotes an act made punishable by this Code. In chapter 1V,
Chapter V-A and in the following sections namely Sections 64and 445, the word,
"offence, (PPC, sec. 40, p-38).

28- Offence means any act or omission made punishable by any Law for the time being in force,

(Cr.P.C., Sec —4, P -8).
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Russell, Charles Russell Baron (b- Nov. 10, 1832, Newry, Country Down, Ire- d- Aug 10,
1900, London), Lord Chief Justice of England from June 1894 untill his death. A formidable
coutroom advocate, he became widely admired as a strong but moderate Judge. The New

Encyclopeadia, Britanica vol. 10, page 251.
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An analytical study of travelogue “travel towards Hejaz” by Abdul
Majid Darya Aabadi.
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ABSTRACT

Abdul Majid Darya Aabadi is a great writer and interpreter of Quran, He travelled the sacred land
to perform hajj and wrote a book titling “Travel towards Hejaz” in which he wrote about almost
everything which he encountered during his travel. The specialty of his travelogue is, he
'highlighted the Virtues of hajj its miracle and its supremacy over other nations in an effective
way. Moreover he explained issues Virtues and manasik of hajj (Rites of hajj) through the light of
Quran and hadith. In this article I will account the life history of this great writer, then I will
briefly summaries his travelogue “travel towards Hejaz” then I will offer an analytical study of his
writing art and will cover description, narration, events, Emotion, dialogue, characters, and time

and space.

Keywords: Abdul Majid Darya Aabadi; travel towards Hejaz; experience of hajj

and its supremacy; hajj and other nations; analytical study.
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(Arabic language and teaching to non native speakers among the muslims and

their impact on the understanding of Quran)
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ABSTRACT
This research paper aims to serve a large number of non-Arabic Muslim children who memorize the
Holy Quran to make them learn Arabic Language by a program which provides guidelines in this
regard and concentrate on the following points:
The Holy Quran provides the essential guidance in the field of education.
The program aims to link the Muslims with the Holy Quran and Sunnah.
The main target of the program is to teach Quranic or traditional Arabic.
The programe serves the need of students who had memorized all the Holy Quran or most of it.All
the part attempts in the field of teaching Arabic to non-native speaker Muslims are experimental and

yet have a lot of space to make them better.
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ABSTRACT
This paper investigates the roots and origins of the story, and demonstrates how the story
has evolved in the East (Arab) and West. A brief description is given about the story in terms of
linguistic as well as idiomatic terms. The evolution of the story is looked at from the perspective of
six main historical episodes originating both in the East and West: the story in B.C.E, (i) A.C.E
(iii) before Islam, (iv) after Islam, (v) in the contemporary West, and (vi) in Arabia. An attempt
has also been made to identify episodes of the story that exist in each of the main historical period.
It is argued that the Arab Islamic story has influenced the Western story by affecting its main
theme, character and plot (e.g. Daniel Defoe seems to have been inspired the theme of “Hai Bin
Yaqzan”, Goithe borrows concepts of bravery and emotion for his drama “Foust” and Amina’s
character from Alif-Laila-Wa-Laila for his heroin in “Mizaj ul Aashiq” and Cervantes and
Shakespear also seem to be impressed by Arab story), whereas the present Arab story is a blend of

the past Arab and the present Western story.
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(Analytical and critical study for the book “Laf-ul-qimat” by Siddique
Hassan khan)
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ABSTRACT

This paper is about lafu-ul-qimat ala tashehbadh ma istaamlat-hul-aamat min
almoaarrabwaadkheelwaalmoaldwa al aghlaat by Siddique Hassan khan al-Qannouji, who is
considerd a great scholar in sub continent.

The study aims at highlighting his sincere efforts in the field of education with special focus
on this book which is divided into chapters and into sub chapters. He in above mentioned book very
intelligently defined and discussed the issue of arabization of non-Arab words and the mistakes
that the commoners commit while using the language in daily life. He has presented the examples
in detail.

This is a humble effort to present an analytical and critical study of this book, focusing on
the characteristic its style, ideologies which enhance its importance. Especially he discussed the
issue of arabization and intruder-generated mistakes with the clear examples.

It is envisaged that this study will add to explain the wonderful efforts of the scholars of
sub-continent for Arabic language. The important reason for choosing of this book is to highlight

gﬁ(orts for them.
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Omitting of Maf’lll and Its Secret Rhetorical Meanings in Arabic Language
(A Comparative Study between Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani and Katib al-Qazwini)
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ABSTRACT
Cutting out and Mentioning are considered very important types in the Rhetoric of Arabic

Language especially Cutting out (—4&) has a pivotal role in the eloquence of Arabic language and
its rhetoric which has several kinds. The most important one is cutting out the Object. The Great

Scholar and Literary Theorist Abd Al-Qahir Al-Jurjani has discussed very interestingly the

aforementioned type in his famous book Auguries Of Miracles (U ‘//ﬂj) Al-Khatib- Al-Quziani
has followed up the same topic in his book The Clarification of The knowledge of Rhetoric ((] cl

:&Mf/@ In this article I have, comparatively, discussed the views of both scholars about Cutting

out the Object and its kind and its mysteries in the light of Quranic verses and Hadith and Poetry.
I have shed light on the purposes of Cutting out the Object and its motives and have also discussed
the academic ambivalence of both scholars about the intentions of Cutting out the Object in detail.

In the end, I have concluded the intellectual ambivalence of these respectable scholars.
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~ ABSTRACT
The Sirah ofProphetQ‘}i is a guiding light for Muslims and rest of
the world. It supports Inter faith dialogue, religious pluralism and
human rights which are of immense importance in the present era. This
article is based on remodeling of interfaith dialogical activities in 21%
century taking guidance from the Sirah of Prophet’@i. In order to

extract principles from Sirah of Prophet&, treaties, letters and verbal
disputations are accessed. After a comprehensive study of interfaith
dialogue prevalent in 20" century, it is compared with principles of
interfaith dialogue adopted by Prophetf: in order to analyze
deficiencies or inconsistencies present in interfaith dialogue practiced
in 20" century. Finally in the light of this study suggestions are put
forth for dialogue with non-Muslims in 21% century. Emphasis on
acceptance of pluralism, human rights and ethical values is stressed.
The proposed model also highlights many deficiencies of 20™ century
interfaith dialogue and caters for changing social needs and
contemporary global trends. The work is significant for re-orientation
of the attitude of reluctance from dialogue among Muslims and to
understand the requirement of bigger and more focused steps in favor
of international stability of Muslims.

Keywords: Dialogue, Prophet’s Sirah, Religious Pluralism, Interfaith

Dialogue, Human Rights.

Introduction

Establishment of a community is necessary for mankind to live serenely
on the globe. This formation of a community is impossible without interaction
between its different fragments. The miscellany in religion has been playing its
role in classifying mankind in distinguishing groups since the beginning of the
universe.

Peaceful concomitance owes a great deal to the peaceful conversation and
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exchange of ideas. Islam imparts peaceful coexistence with different religions
through its text. In addition to the decrees of the text, the Sunnah of Prophet
Muhammad£% is the living model of what Quran stated. There is a strong need
among Muslims to be aware of what Islam says about dialogue. This is
because of the augmented gap of communication between different religions
stereotypically classifying them into ‘Islamophobic Muslim World’ and the
‘Secular Western World’ in the previous century. The conflict of culture and
civilization has created animosity and acrimony in them for one another.
Terrorism and power has boosted the aversion is at its peak. Not only at
international level, Muslims are facing stereotypical humiliation and pigeon-
holing at communal level as well.

Despite the steps taken for promoting the notion of dialogue and cessation
of such hostilities by international organizations and agencies, especially after
9/11, the results are not up to the mark. Apprehension among Muslims for
dialogue with non-Muslims need to be recognized and cautious measures
should be taken to overcome them. Interpretation of Qur’anic verses related to
dialogue and beacon light of Sunnah can play most important role in
orientation of their mind because these two sources of shariah are the most
reliable and understandable for a common Muslim with no exceptions of sect.
or creed. As the globalization of the world in 21% century has changed the
scenario of dialogue that was in the past, the question arises: How can the
principles and guidelines for dialogue with non-Muslims provided by Prophet
£Z in his era be applicable in 21% century? To answer this question, there is a
need for Muslims to derive principles and ethical guidelines for dialogue, from
Prophet’s Sirah, in the contemporary scenario and reformulate principles of
interfaith dialogue with the help of ijtihad. Sunnah of Prophet Muhammad&:
should be construed in detail in order to derive the guidelines for the concerned
issue.

This article first discusses the meaning and types of dialogues. The
discussion is then divided in two parts. Part | deals with principles adopted by
Prophet Muhammad in his dialogues with other religions and nations. To
extract principles of dialogue from Sirah letters, treaties and verbal
disputations of Prophet Muhammad have been used as primary source for this
research. Part Il deals with principles of dialogue adopted in 20" century and
suggestions for dialogue for 21% century in the light of Prophet Muhammad’s
Sirah.

Meaning of Dialogue

The term “dialogue” (n.) (Arabic,hiwar) literally means conversation,
discourse, argument, discussion, chat, debate, conference, consultation.t
Technically, dialogue is a significant interaction between people belonging to
divergent groups in order to exchange notions for the sake of understanding
each other and not for convincing each other. In its interfaith understanding,
dialogue is the interaction between people of different faiths for acquisition of
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knowledge about each other’s belief and building bridges that lead to the

acceptance of each other in a community.?

According to Paul Hedges, there are four different forms of dialogue.

1. Dialogue of Life: is a basic type of dialogue at personal level in which
people of divergent faiths live together and share their routine life
experiences.®

2. Dialogue of Action: is a dialogue in which people of different religious
groups come together and become organized for special matters like human
rights, integral development, etc. aiming at cooperation for the betterment
of society.*

3. Dialogue of Theological Exchange: refers to exchange of the theological
and philosophical ideas related to different religious groups involving
structured meetings. These issues are compared with each other for factual
understanding and promoting spiritual dimensions of the religion. It is also
known as discursive dialogue.®

4. Dialogue of Religious Experience: is called as interior dialogue in which
there is sharing of faith with either discussion or practice. It may occur
between individuals and groups. It is usually carried out by prayer or
meditation in the situation where members of other faiths observe silently.®

literature review
Leading Tafseer and Hadith books have been reviewed for this research. It

ar
contains letters of the Prophet’g‘v-ijw-*L to the kings, emperors and the infidels and his
pacts and treatise with them. These letters are the major source for making the
models of interfaith dialogue in the light of Seerah.

Islamic Perception for the Remedial Solution to the Problem of Religious
Extremism by Prof. Dr. Ahmad bin Yousuf al-Draiweesh is a helpful working
paper to the research. The author has underlined dialogue as a means of
eliminating religious extremism and the existing conflicts between different
communities which is more operative in this globalized world. Interfaith
Dialogue: A Guide for Muslims, is the book of M. Shafiq and M. Abu Nimer,
Reconciliation, Justice and Coexistence: Theory and practice by Abu Nimer, and
Unity in diversity: Interfaith dialogue in Middle East by Abu Nimer and co
authors Khoury and Welty Emily are good sources. The book, Peacebuilding by,
between and beyond Muslims and Evangelical Christians by Abu Nimer and
Augsberger is also cited in the research. Abu Nimer is an expert on conflict
resolution and dialogue for peace. His writing is related to the same subject in
which he has expounded the meaning of interfaith dialogue in detail and its

guiding principles laid down in Quran and Sunnah of Prophet’&w He has

pointed out the treatment of Prophet’gﬂ# with non-Muslims in Makkan and
Madinan period which opens the door for interreligious dialogue.

The Present Day Application of Initial Christian-Muslim Interaction by M.
Riaz Ahmad and Dr. Tahira Basharat is a relevant article for the research. This
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article has helped in extracting further rules from Prophetic Seerah and examines
their application in 21% century.

The book, Muslim-Christian Engagement in Twentieth Century and the
thesis, Isma’il Al-Farugi and the Interfaith dialogue: The Man the Scholar, the
Participant are written by Charles Fletcher. Both of these are basically about the
life and thought of renowned Muslim scholar Isma’il Raj’1 Farooqi. He is famous
for the most systematic attempt for the articulation of dialogue in theoretical
manner. These writings are actually the examination of methodology of his
engagement with non-Muslims and its practical application in the modern world
which is to be viewed in the research for making models for the dialogue in 21%
century. Book of Isma’il Raji Faruqi, Muslims in dialogue: Evolution of
Dialogue is also used for getting assistance from his thoughts.

The article, Peace and conflict resolution in Madinah Charter by Yildirim is also
helpful and relevant.  Christian-Muslim Dialogue in Twentieth Century by
Ataullah Siddiqui is an excellent resource book for the research. The book
centers on six eminent scholars of Islam who are well-known for participating in
organized dialogues and are the representatives of Muslims all over the world.
From Conversion to Conversation: Interfaith Dialogue in Post 9-11 America by
Liyatikali Takim, The Necessity of Interfaith Dialogue by Saleh Yucil,
Interreligious Dialogue and Peacebuilding by Thomas Scheffler are excellent
contemporary writings to be quoted in the research. These are among the most
debated topics worldwide and help for understanding of world peace and
dialogue situations after the incident of September 11. In What Everything
Needs to Know about Islam, John Louis Esposito, somewhat, clarifies through
the sources of shariah, the allegations on Islam to be an extremist religion. The
writings of Esposito are being acknowledged a lot internationally.
PART I: Interfaith Dialogue in Propheti°s Strah
Dialogue had been a tradition of Holy Prophet£%£ from the advent of Islam
in Makkah to the spread of Islam in Madinah. He had dialogue with people of
different faiths as well as people with no faith (kafirtin). Dialogue of life,
dialogue of theological exchange and dialogue of action are found in the Sirah.
Verbal disputations, treaties and letters written by Prophet Muhammad are the
guiding sources for us to derive principles of interfaith dialogue and adopt these
principles in 21% century.
I.  Verbal disputations
Prophet&: opened room for dialogue with Jews, Christians and idolaters to
convince them with logical reasoning and politeness. Some of his verbal
argumentations are as under: _
In the period of Makkah, Utbah bin Rabi’ah came to Prophet&i and tried to
bribe him with money and power. He patiently listened to him and recited first
five verses of Surah Fussilat and told him to react as he likes. He was greatly
moved by Prophet’s behavior.’
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2. Once the Prophetﬂ‘fi received a delegation of Christians from Najran at his

mosque. Prophetﬂ‘}i allowed them to pray in the mosque. They prayed
towards East. After prayer, they spoke to the apostle about ‘Isa. However,
they disagreed with him. They had three stances as follows:
a) ‘Jesus is the God’ because he used to raise the dead, cure illness,
predict future, bring the shape of bird to life.
b) “Jesus is the son of God’ since he did not have father and he spoke
while he was in cradle.
c) ‘Jesus is one of the trinity’ because he said ‘We did, command, create
and decide’. If there was no trinity, He would have said ‘I’ instead of
‘We’ 8 _
The Prophet&i said to them, ‘Submit yourselves’. They said that they
have submitted themselves to him. He said, ‘You lie. Your assertion that God
has a son, your worship of the cross, and your eating pork hold you back from

submission’. They said, ‘But who is the father, Muhammad (4;-*)‘7’ On this,
the Prophet‘-?» remained silent until Allah sent revelation regarding the
Prophethood of ‘Isa and the commandment of Mubahalah®. Prophet&5 asked

them for Mubahalah but they decided not to do it due to fear of curse from
Allah. They requested him to send a person who would decide between them

in monetary disputes. The Prophetg‘}i accepted it and chose Abu ‘Ubaidah
Bin al-Jarrah!® for this matter. The incident of Najran is a great example of
tolerance for other religions.!! _

3. Once a Jew priest came to the Prophetg‘ﬁ and greeted, “Assalamu ‘alaika Ya
Muhammad.” One of the companions pushed him. On this, he asked, “Why
did you push me?” The companion said, “Why didn’t you call him The
Prophet Muhammad££?” The priest replied: “I called him by the name
given to him by his famlly Upon this conversation between the two, the
Prophet Muhammad£&& responded: “The truth is my real name is
Muhammad as given by my family.” The priest then told him that he had
come to ask some questions. The Prophet&» responded: “Is there beneﬁt if
answer your questions?” He said: “I will listen with my two ears.” The
Prophet&u said, “Come on, ask me!” He asked some questions which
Prophet&r replied. Those questions are: “Where is the human on the day of
judgment?” He answered: “At the bridge of al-sirat” The Jew asked: “Who
are the first ones walking on it?” Reply came: “The poor people from
Muhajirin.” The question was raised: “What makes them happy when they
are entering the heaven?” The Prophetg answered: “A slice of shark’s
heart.” He asked another question: “What is their food?” Answered: “A bull
slaughtered for them and eaten from its head.” The Jew asked about their
drink? Prophet®% said: “A spring called Salsabil”. The Jew became
satisfied with the answers and said, “I came to you to ask questions which
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were unknown by people on earth except by the Prophet or known by a man
or two men.” The Prophet£E responded: “Is there benefit if I answer your
questions?” He said: “I will listen with my two ears.” The Jew asked
another question: “What is the process of baby making?” He answered:
“The sperm color of man is white and the woman is yellow, and if they are
united and the man’s sperm controlled the woman’s, as a result, the baby
boy is born by the power of Allah. If the woman’s sperm controlled the
man’s resulted in baby girl by the power of Allah.” He said: “You are right,
and you are truly the Prophet.”!?
Dialogical lessons of Sirah drawn from the above incidents are:

e Dialogue should be initiated with a clear objective.

e Islam adopts some rules and regulations in acceptance of religious
diversity.

e The dialogue is not meant to impose your beliefs and viewpoint.

e The matters of agreement should be discussed first, and then the
matters of disagreement.

e The dialogue maker should be a reliable, trustworthy and truthful
person in the eyes of all.

e Parties to dialogue should listen to each other’s arguments with
patience, without any sort of interruption.

e Respect and honor of the other party should be the foremost
responsibility for dialogue maker.

e Wisdom, Knowledge and beautiful argument are the significant
characteristics of dialogue.

e Dialogue is not meant for just ‘conversation’, it entails working together
with cooperation for mutual understanding of each other while
maintaining the individuality of each other.

e Ethics should be taken as the basis for dialogue instead of theology.

e The dialogue makers have to respect the opinion of the other party and
should accept, openheartedly, the point which causes no damage to the
agenda of dialogue.

e The protection of worship places and tolerance for rituals of each other
are significant for peaceful coexistence.

e Dialogue makers should have proper knowledge about the common
teachings and the text of other religions.

e Dialogue can be made successful with patience and endurance even if the
other party is not so honest in carrying out dialogue.

Il.  Letters _

In 6" AH., after establishing stability in Madinah, Prophet£% wrote
letters to different emperors of East and West and to different leaders of tribes
in order to give them the message of Islam. These letters provide many rules
and regulations for carrying out interfaith dialogue. Two of these letters are
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discussed below.
1. The Letter to Hercules, the Roman Emperor
“In the name of Allah the Merciful, from Muhammad son of
Abdullah, the Prophet of Allah to the Honorable Roman
Emperor, Hercules. | ask you to convert into Islam and you are
guaranteed to be save and safety for those who follow the
truth. | confessed that there is no God, but Allah. There is no
one like Allah, and Muhammad is His messenger. | ask you to
come to Allah. | am the Prophet Muhammad£ who gives
warning to the entire humans in the world and have the right
to remind the gentiles. Convert yourself into Islam, and you
will be saved. And if you refuse it, you will bear the sins of
your people” '3
Distinctive features of the letter relating to the dialogical conversation are
as follows:
e Prophet£E started the letter with the name of Allah.
e He introduced himself through the name of his father first and then as
prophet of Allah.
e The word “honorable” was written to give respect to the Emperor.
e The call for Islam was given to him along with the consequences of its
acceptance and non-acceptance.
e The text of the letter is brief but eloquent.
e The dignity of the religion should be maintained in the dialogue by
using polite, yet courageous tone.
e The scheme of dialogue includes the clause of supporting the truth which
is in the welfare of all.
2. Letter to Rifa’a Bin Zaid Juzami:
“In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the merciful. From
Muhammad, Prophet of Allah to Rifa’a Bin Zaid. I am sending
Rifa’a to his community. He will extend the invitation of Allah
and His Prophet to his community. Whoever will accept his
invitation, shall be taken as belonging to the organization of
Allah and His Prophet and whoever will refuse to do so, shall be
secure for two months. "4
As the name indicated, this person belonged to the tribe of Juzam. The
most distinguishing lesson from this letter is that Islam accepts non-Muslims
and ensures peace and safety of them. This letter gave another dialogical
principle that those who refuse to reach to the conclusion of dialogue or to
accept the right thing cannot be compelled or abused. There should be
tolerance and polite attitude towards them and give them space to rethink over
their choices.
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I1l.  Treaties
1. Charter of Madinah:
After migration to Madinah, Muslims were exposed to a non-familiar
environment. There were three basic communities residing in Medina:
e Ansar and muhdjirin,
e Idolators (like Aus and Khizraj tribes)
e Migrant Jews who had strong influence on the economy of Madinah.
Prophet&5 had meetings with latter two communities and designed a
charter of peace which was the first written constitution of Islam.® The rules
and regulations of dialogue extracted from the treaty are:

e The first and foremost aim of the community is to establish peace and
security.

e People belonging to various faiths are independent to practice their own
religions without any hindrance.

e As they are one ummah, they should be united against a third party of
enemies.

e The covenant between various groups should be based upon mutual
consultation on righteousness. There should be no fraud and deception.

e If any of the groups is accused of any wrongdoing, no matter to which
faith it belongs, the policy maker has to help that party against the other.

e There must be a neutral institution for policy making which should act
as the arbitrator if any issue arises and its decision should be binding
upon all.

e People belonging to various faiths are subject to equal protection and
rights, no matter what the religion of the State is.

e Pluralism has always been the characteristic of Islamic society. Islam
acknowledges diversity in religions and sets principles for peaceful
concomitance.

e Once a covenant is made between the states or within the state, all
should forget the past oppressions and suppressions.

2. Treaties with BanuDamrah, BanuJuhaina , BanuZur’a and Banu
Rab’a Tribes

After his arrival in Madinah, Prophet&5 made peace treaties with the
leaders of the border areas of Madinah. Following dialogical principles
are noteworthy in those treaties:

e Muslims should live in peace with non-Muslims within the community
and outside the community.

e If non-Muslim party offers peace covenant on reasonable basis,
Muslims should accept them with full cooperation.

e The life and security of non-Muslims in a treaty are as important as that
of Muslims.
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e Alliance with the states present outside the boundaries of Muslim states
is of great importance and a Sunnah of the Prophet&5.

e As rules and regulations for both parties of dialogue are same, they
should together confront their enemies.

e As religion of both parties cannot necessarily be the same, mutual
combat against the enemies may exclude religious wars. Non-Muslims
cannot be forced to participate in jihad along with Muslims.

e Pious and non-combatant people living outside the boundaries of the
states in treaties should be entitled to the same peace and security.

e There should be no interference from the other party in the internal
affairs of the state.

3. Treaty of Hudaibiyah _

The treaty of Hudaibiyah was signed between the Prophetﬂf and
Quraish at Hudaibiyah in dhul-ga 'dah, 6™ A.H.X® It can be inferred from the
treaty that,

e Peacemaking within the communities was the most significant element
of Prophetic treaties with non-Muslims.

e It is evidenced from the lenient behavior of Prophet&i in the treaty
that the parties of the dialogue should not be so hard to one another.
Lenience towards other may, sometimes, contribute for better results in
the long run.
e If the parties participating in dialogue demand something which does
not have a clash with Islamic conjunction, it is allowed to maintain it.
e There should be no extreme and harsh attitude towards the other party.
PART II: Interfaith Dialogue in 20t Century

Muslim’s apprehensions to carry out dialogue with non-Muslims had been
a hurdle in dialogue activities in early 20" century. Phenomenal emphasis on
Magasid-e-shariah in Islam and necessary participation of other nations for its
implementation was hardly discussed among religious scholars. If discussed, it
was taken negatively. It was a common view of Muslims that dialogue with
West is equivalent to dialogue with secularism.’Dialogue organizers
approached representatives who were appointed by the government were in a
way constrained to speak in a particular way. They could not be the
representatives of the entire Muslim world belonging to different regions and
sects. Furthermore, the language also became the barrier between
representatives of various faiths. Scholars of Islam are well versed in Arabic or
native languages, whereas, dialogue can be properly conducted in the milieu
where each representative is well versed in a particular language in order to
avoid fallacies.!®

The Christian world is more likely to engage in dialogue because they are

politically and economically more stable than Muslim world. When they
organized interreligious dialogues, their agenda was set by themselves which,

9
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according to Muslims’ perception, was different from their culture and
mindset. So dialogue was a sort of disguised Christian missionary practice.*® In
the dialogical initiative between Muslims and non-Muslims, West had become
the actual operator of dialogue while Muslims were just like invited guests
who had not a proper say over the issues. This situation was one of the major
causes of the lack of Muslims’ interest in dialogue.?’ Interfaith dialogue
movement was initiated by Christian churches after mid-90s. Dialogue
movements after mid-90s are summarized as follows:

In 1965, Nostra Aetate?! has been considered as a major turning point in the
history of Muslim-Christian relationship when Roman Catholic Churches
changed their policy towards non-Christian world. In 1974, the Vatican formed
the Commission for Religious Relations with Muslims aiming theological ties
with Muslims in a positive sense.?? In 1976, Muslim organization, Jami yat Al-
Da'wah Al-lslamiyah Al-‘dlamiyah®®and Vatican organized Christian-Islam
Congress in Tripoli where the framework for establishment of joint multi-
religious community was tried to be made and the socio-political and theological
subjects that were needed to be clarified were discussed.?*In 1990, Nostra Aetate
Foundation was established to promote mutual understanding and collaboration
between different religions, and to prepare persons for promoting dialogue. In
1994, a joint conference was led by Pontifical Council of Interreligious dialogue
and Muslim World Congress in Cairo whose basic agenda was the awareness of
human rights.?®

According to Saleh Yucil, Nostra Aetate was truly the first step towards
Dialogue between the religions and that initiative paved way to joint movements
and programs related to dialogue. But the result was not so fruitful in the sense
that there could not be any success in institutionalization of dialogue.?” However,
World Council of Churches and Roman Catholic Church played the most
significant role in this regard. Muslim organizations were developed and moved
towards dialogue in 1980s onwards.?

PART I1I: Interfaith Dialogue in 215t Century: Counseling Muslims from
Sirah

In the start of 21% century in 2001, 9/11 attacks revived the prejudices
against Islam and Muslims and they were regarded as the irrational and extremist
people. Acrimonious attacks on Islamic text by Christian writers made the
situation grim. The effect of the incident was seen at international level when
Irag and Afghanistan had to face the consequences of it. There came a time when
Muslims realized that it was better to speak with, instead of speak about each
other. The major responsibility was on the shoulders of the Muslims residing in
American states where they were facing stereotypical behavior of people living
there. They sought, at that time, the necessity of a paradigm shift from
“conversion” to “conversation” between different faiths not only for coexistence
but also for the remedy of negative depiction of Islamic jurisprudence. Muslims
realized the need to involve other religions to come to the front and speak about

10
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the suppression of rights of Muslims after that incident.?°

2006 was the significant year that moved almost all religious communities
to step forward towards peace and dialogue. Inclusive theological thought of
Pope Benedict XVI made him deliver a lecture in Regensburg, Germany in
which he explicitly declared Muslims ‘the evil and inhuman’. This lecture
provoked Muslim world to protest at international level. It also instigated the
intellectuals to work on the misgivings of Islam that was afflicting the other
religions.®® As a result of this, in 2007, a Common Word Invitation for Muslim-
Christian Dialogue was issued by Iran which was not welcomed by the Catholics
according to the expectations. A mixed response was noticed by them. The best
response was in the University of Yale where 300 eminent representatives of
Christians signed the proposals of Common Word. The involvement of Saudi
Arabia strengthened the movement in 2009.%Interreligious Dialogue Conference
was organized at Seville in 2010 where young Jews, Christians and Islamic
professionals came forward to develop the best methods in order to eliminate the
phenomena of islamophobia, xenophobia, intolerance etc. It continues each year
to re-examine its connotations.

From then onwards, the phenomenon of ‘Clash of Civilization’ started to
change into ‘Dialogue between Civilizations’. Not only Muslims, Jews and
Christians are also working on their texts in order to meet the challenges of
pluralism in the present day world. 3

In addition toJami’yat Al-Da’'wah Al-Islamiyah Al-‘4Alamiyah,Muslim
organizations that were known for initiating dialogue with non-Muslims in 20%
century wereMu tamar Al-‘Alam Al-1slami (established in 1964) and Rabitat Al-
‘Alam Al-1slami (in mid-1950s). Although dialogue was not in the primary
objectives of these organizations, however, they were indirectly related to
promote dialogue on the part of Muslims.

Religious leaders among each community should make their own people
aware about the issue in the light of their own religious teachings. In the
contemporary scenario of 21% century, there is a need to do something more than
tolerating and understanding each other. It is the time to embrace each other and
acknowledge the pain suffered by each other.

Counseling Muslims from Prophet’s Sirah for Construction of Model for
Interfaith Dialogue in 21% Century:
In Prophet’s Sirah, three types of dialogue are prominent:
1. Dialogue of theological exchange
2. Dialogue of action
3. Dialogue of life

e
Models of these three types of dialogue from the Sirah of Prophet‘l‘;"ﬁ'w-hL are as
under:
Dialogue of Theological Exchange

Dialogue of Theological exchange should be carried out as follows:

11



Remodeling Interfaith Dialogue in 2 1st century: Counseling Muslims from Slrah

e Dialogue should begin with the name of AIIahw\g‘ Belief in God/gods

is the basic similarity between all of the religions. So, it is a good gesture

to point out the similarity before commencing the dialogue.

e The dialogue maker should, then, introduce himself in a proper way by
using appropriate words. He should be a reliable, trustworthy and

truthful person in the eyes of all.

e Due respect should be given to the representative of the other party by

using decent words for him.

e Good wishes to the other party can create a peaceful and friendly

environment to proceed the dialogue.
e The memo of dialogue should be discussed in brief but eloquent way.

e There should be a clear objective of dialogue, otherwise, it will be of no
use. The main objective of dialogue should be the elimination of evil

from the world.

e The dialogue is not meant to impose something on someone. The matters
of agreement should be discussed first, and then comes the matters of

disagreements.

e Wisdom and beautiful arguments are the significant characteristics of

dialogue.

e Dialogue makers should listen to the arguments of each other with

patience, without any sort of interruption.

e The dialogue makers have to respect the opinion of the other party and
should accept, openheartedly, the point which causes no damage to the

agenda of dialogue.

e The dignity of the religion should be maintained in the dialogue by using

polite, yet courageous tone.

¢ Ininterfaith dialogue, Dialogue maker should have sufficient knowledge

about the common values between different faiths.

e Convincing the listeners about the credibility of the dlalogue makers is

also a prominent characteristic of the dialogue of Prophetéﬂ*

e Dialogue makers should have proper knowledge about the common

teachings and the text of other religions.

e Dialogue can be made successful with the patience and endurance even

if the other party have bad intention.

e Good will gestures should be made in order to keep environment

conducive to dialogue.

e Psyche of addressee and the teachings of his religion must be kept in

mind during conversation.

e The scheme of dialogue should include the clause of supporting the truth

which is in the welfare of all.
e Itis the responsibility of dialogue makers to ensure the benefit of all.

12
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e Honesty in the conclusion of the dialogue should be the aim. Peace and
security in this world and Hereafter should be made possible.

e The parties of dialogue should not be so hard to one another. Leniency
towards other may, sometimes, contribute for better results in the long
run.

e The party which refuses to reach to the conclusion of dialogue or deny
the right thing should not be compelled or abused. There should be
tolerance and polite attitude towards it and give it space to rethink over
its choices.

e The dialogue maker should be well aware of the religious text of his and
the other party. So that references can be made for settlement in the
required situation.

e Dialogue makers should be conscious about the history and the future of
the community and the consequences of the application of their
conclusion.

Dialogue of Action

e The very first thing worth remembering in Dialogue of Action according

to the Strah of Prophet‘gﬂ* is that Islam accepts religious diversity with
some rules and regulations.

e Dialogue is not meant for just ‘conversation’, it entails working together
with cooperation for mutual understanding of each other while
maintaining the individuality of each other. This is what the Sirah of

Prophet’-&* conveys. In some situations, Prophet&* gave arguments for
converting people to Islam and ended up on a peace covenant of their
freedom and betterment.

e Ethics should be taken as the basis for Dialogue of Action instead of
theology.

e The aim of the community is to establish peace and security.

e The community should come forward for the issues like human rights
and integral development etc. because people belonging to different
faiths living in the same community are regarded as one ummah by the

Prophet’gﬂ*

e There should be no interference from the other party in the internal
affairs of the state.

e The covenant between various groups belonging to that ummah should
base upon mutual consultation on righteousness. There should be no
fraud and deception from any group of the community.

e It must be kept in mind that reconciliation on false thing will lead to the
destruction of the whole society in the long run.

e Once a covenant is made between the states or within the state, all should
forget the past oppressions and suppressions and should work in

13
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complete harmony.
Dialogue of life

The Prophet’g‘ﬂl}fL said:

“Beware! Whoever is cruel and hard on non-Muslim minority, or curtails his
rights, or burdens them with more than they can bear, or takes anything from
them against their free will; I (Prophet Muhammad) will complain against that
person on the Day of Judgment.”

This Hadith of Prophettﬁv-'l}“-bL clearly refers to the dialogue of life. Following
are the principles for Dialogue of Life or Social Interaction based on the Sirah of
Prophet&::

e Pluralism has always been the characteristic of Islamic society. Islam
acknowledge diversity in religions and set principles for peaceful
concomitance.

e People belonging to various faiths are subjected to equal protection and
rights, no matter what the religion of the state is.

e People belonging to various faiths are independent to practice their own
religion without any hindrance.

e Freedom of preaching religion is the basic right of all religions living in a
community.

e The protection of worship places and tolerance for rituals of each other
are significant for peaceful coexistence.

e As they are one Ummah, they should be united against a third party of
enemies. As rules and regulations for both parties of dialogue are same,
they should together confront their enemies.

e Asreligion of both parties cannot necessarily be the same, mutual combat
against the enemies may exclude religious wars. Non-Muslims cannot be
forced to participate in jihad along with Muslims.

e Pious and non-combatant people living outside the boundaries of the
states in treaties should be entitled to the same peace and security.

e If any of the groups is accused of any wrongdoing, no matter to which
faith it belongs, the policy maker has to help that party against the other.

e There must be a proper neutral institution of policy making which should
act as the arbitrator if any issue arises and its decision should be binding
upon all.

e Once a covenant is made between the states or within the state, all should
forget the past oppressions and suppressions.

e If non-Muslim party offers peace covenant on reasonable basis, Muslims

14
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should accept them with full cooperation.

Muslims should live in peace with non-Muslims within the community
and outside the community.

It is allowed to meet, greet and have social and commercial relationships
with non-Muslims.

Alliance with the states present outside the boundaries of Muslim states

-
is of great importance and a Sunnah of the Propheté}:.

If the parties participating in Dialogue of Life demands something which
does not have a clash with Islamic conjunctions, it is allowed to maintain
it.

There should be no extreme and harsh attitude towards the members of

the same community.
Conclusion

Dialogue in the era of Prophetﬁ was totally different from that of 20™

century. The basic objective of dialogues of Prophet&‘}i with non-Muslims was
spread of Islam and establishment of peaceful society by consultation of all
parties. He himself initiated dialogue with non-Muslims on the basis of
theology, ethics and human rights. He used letters, treaties and disputations as
tools of dialogue with heads of states, tribes and influential persons. He
emphasized not only the matters of agreements but also the matters of
disagreements in his treaties and accepted the pluralism in the society. The
argumentation of Prophet££’s dialogue was on the basis of revelation, theology
and the similarities between the faiths. His preaching activities were not
concealed.

In 20" century, Muslims were reluctant to carry out dialogical activities.
There was no initiative from the side of Muslims in the field of dialogue. It
was initiated by Christians with their own set of principles. The basic objective
was conversion and interfaith peace under the umbrella of dialogue. Matters of
agreements were discussed in conferences, literature and disputations at
scholarly level on the basis of theology. Reliance of Muslims was on textual
interpretations. Theology and ‘ibadat were emphasized and argumentations in
dialogue were based on one’s own text. Pluralism was not accepted in 20"
century.

The model of dialogue for 21% century should based upon the dialogue in

Prophetic era which is according to the current scenario of globalization. The
objectives of dialogue should be changed from conversion to conversation and
peace among humans. The dialogue, today, should be based upon ethics and
human rights which is the most important need of the present day world.
Muslims should, themselves, initiate dialogical activities at grass root level and
should focus on the application of the text by use of ijtihad. There is a strong
requirement to emphasize on mu’amlar in addition to ‘ibadat. Preaching
activities should be unconcealed and separated from dialogical activities. Tools
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for dialogue should be constructed after the consultation of all parties. They can
be legal documents, conferences, and seminars. Format of dialogue should be the
discussion on not only the matters of agreements but also the matters of
disagreements on the basis of the similarities between different faiths. Ethics
should be taken as the basis for dialogue instead of theology.®*
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ABSTRACT

The personality of Mufti Muhammad Abduh has multi facets.
He was known as a historian, teacher ,writer ,reformer and journalist
at the same time. He wrote on various topics, but most of his time was
spent in his efforts to reform the Muslims. This article deals with
several themes that apparently seem different and scattered but
inwardly they are interconnected. First of these themes is the
conceptual definition of reformation and revival. For the reformation
of society, the role of women is significant and this significance is
highlighted through this article. The individual's training and up-
bringing is dependent upon the sincerity for his family and this positive
role of family is conductive towards the harmony, unity and welfare of
the society and broadly of Ummah. The positive role of family gets its
start from the mother who is a woman. So, the rights of women
especially the matters of divorce, bigamy and polygamy have also been
discussed. The only condition which makes polygamy or bigamy
permissible or lawful is the justice with all spouses. The detailed
description of Mufti Muhammad Abduh's decree is also given to help
the readers understand the perspective of Mufti Muhammad Abduh.

Reformation Means: (s &)l 1)

In dictionary reformation means to bring reforms and infuse spirit of
revival or to make something up-to-date. As (-_.2Jl .>) means a thing has

become new(Y). It is opposite to old and it is said that so and so has given a
new existence to something, has formed it a new when it had become old (2
So, reformation, in dictionary means a change in something from its original
shape because of any reason, then making it return to its original form before
the change(®.

Shariah ’s Definition of Reformation

Any command of Shariah which had undergone a change because of
circumstances, and attempt to make the command return to its originality is
called reformation of Shariah % According to scholars, the definition of
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reformation contains various sayings and perspectives, but their essence is
enclosed in three points.
Reviving a thing that had lost its existence from the signs of traditions and
had become famous. It is also needed to motivate people for the earlier form.
Muhammad bin Abdul Rehman bin Ali bin Abu-bakkar Al-Ag]i(-66¢ AH)
syas:

Reformation means reviving the thing from the Holy Qur ’an and
Sunnah, which has come to an end in terms of submission and obedience
resulting into deeds of virtue. ®

(2) Eliminating innovations and relations and disclosing the
innovators, starting a protest even war against them and to purify practices
from all such impurities which were injected in Islam and moulded them
according to the standards of age of Prophet (Blessing and Peace of Allah be
upon him) and Caliphate.®

Shamsul Haq Azeem Abadi@%! AD) said in/Aun-ul-Mabood /(s sall & 5¢)

Giving rebirth to the thing, through Quran and Sunnah, that was abandoned
and eliminate those impurities which emerge from innovations and relations.”

Jalaludeen Suyuti (d.1505A.D/911 A.H) writes in his book sl xldi (al-

Jami’as-sagheer): Reformation of religion means reviving its guidance and
explaining its true status, negating the objections raised about religion by the
innovators and supporters of transgression removing the obstacles that come in
the way to establish religion and giving concessions to masses in their
expediences.®

Maulana Mododi (d.1979 A.D) says, ‘’ the true meaning of reformation is
to purify Islam from all the ingredients ofignorance and to go greatest length to
revive Islam by performing deeds of virtue.””®

Dr. Yousaf Qarzavi (1926 A.D to till) says, “Reformation is to make
something return to its first stage to the first appearance in such a way that it
becomes up-to-date despite being old, modification something which was and
torn into rags so that it may closely match its earliest form.””?

3 Application of religious commands to make troubles and
mishaps come to an end and curing something through revelation.

Umar Ubaid Katib (d.644 A.H) writes “Ijtehad or reformation do not mean
exceed or innovate or surpass or modify something. It means a new and novel
thinking which strengthens the verse and guides a Muslim in decision-making
and problem-solving matters in his coming life. It is a way of treatment that is
achieved from revelation.” %

Abdul Fatah Ibraheem(d.1951 A.D) writes modernization of religion
means to return to things that have been abandoned and to remind people about
forgotten things. These things belong to their lives. We need to mould these
things in the light of religion and not to mould religion in the light of these
things .(*?
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Difference between Reformation and Modernization

Normally people donot regard reformation and revival as two different
and distinct things, and start labelling a modernizer as a revivalist in simplicity.
They misconceive that every person who introduces a new way and method
and follows it to the greatest extent is a revivalist. Specially the ones who try to
support the Muslims in terms of their religious status by finding them under a
cloud. They prepare a new blend of Islam and Jahiliah by having made
adjustments with the flourishing Jahiliah of their age or they paint the whole
nation in the colour of Jahiliah wrapped under the label of Islam. Such peoples
are granted the title of revivalists; indeed, they are not revivalists, they are just
modernizers. Their aim is not revival rather reformation. Revival is a different
task altogether. The efforts to make possible adjustments with Jahiliah is not
revival. It is also not equal to make a new mixture of Islam and Jahiliah.
Revival is equal to purification. It is to purify Islam from the elements of
Jahiliah, and to strive to make it flourish and propagate after making it occupy
its pure and earliest position. %

There comes a time in the history of religions when the principles on
which the religion was founded are rejected, and the history occupies that
place. The end result of this is total chaos and decline of people because of the
absence of true religion. At present same is the case with the Muslims, if
looked deeply, the golden principles revealed by Allah to the Holy Prophet
(Blessing and Peace of Allah be upon him) that came to us through the Holy
Prophet (Blessing and Peace of Allah be upon him) have been put aside, and
there is a dispute amongst us regarding,"So and so reported, so and so said."

As we see that the enlightened section of our society is against this
blind obedience. Similarly, many famous scholars of 19th century protested
against this dispute of blind obedience. Egyptian scholars also supported this
movement raised by the scholars of Indo-Pak. So, a group of reformers there
started a war (Jehad) against the overwhelming stagnation of the Muslims.
There came a wave of commotion in the inert Egyptian society and the
enlightened section of society was forced to think about the future of Islam as
well as their own progress and well-being. The name of Mufti Muhammad
Abduh is at the top of the list of people who revived Egyptian thinking. ¢4

Mufti Muhammad Abduh was a multi-dimensional personality, a
collection of various and numerous characteristics and traits. He was an able
teacher, literary person, research scholar, historian, journalist, reformer and an
intellectual. It won’t be wrong if we regard him as an octagon personality and
scholar. No one knew that a baby, born in an ordinary farmer's house, will
illuminate the world through his thoughts and ideas, and his philosophy will
serve as the lighthouse for the beings thirsty for knowledge and for the
researchers who have lost their way. His personality was felt and realized that
old thoughts and beliefs needed to be collaborated in one to one situation with
new thoughts and beliefs. He utilized his foresightedness and reached the idea
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that there existed severe extremism in society, therefore he was supposed to
adopt such a calculated approach so that there may not be any harm or threat
to the teachings of the Holy Quran and Sunnah, this calculated approach is
dominant in his creative work. He wanted change in this extremism without
making any claims like a reformer. He thought it appropriate to serve like a
guide so that his disciples might extend his originated work. He made his life
the centre of guidance and enlightenment through his pen and preaching. These
two traits of his personality took the form of reforms and consequently freed
wisdom from the restraints of imitations, and awakened the Muslims regarding
performance of virtuous actions after having got an understanding of Islamic
teachings through all their senses. He had come to know through many
baseless customs and rituals that great sensibility was required to make Islam
according to the true spirit of Islam. It was a task needing extreme
cautiousness.

Mufti Muhammad Abduh had a desire that being the Muslims they
should have awareness of their responsibilities and they should understand that
their religion, Islam, is not the cause of backwardness. On the contrary, Islam
desires social development and Islam is a matchless force as for as the solution
of worldly problems is concerned. Therefore, we should make certain
adjustments and modifications in our system in the light of religion. We should
reform ourselves inwardly and must not support to adopt an unfamiliar system.
The aim he had is not that we should accept and follow this modern world,
rather he had the aim that whether Islam understands and comprehends the
demands of modern era? In this sense, he had to prove that Islam is only such
religion as serves the motives of life in all ages. He emphasized that only Islam
could replace the impurities and evils of modern era by promoting virtue and
piety.

Therefore, the aim of Mufti Muhammad Abduh's reformative
programme and as the revivalists thinking was to make Islam return to its
effectiveness and unique simplicity along with motivating the Muslims to
follow Islamic teachings and commands after having accepted this pure and
true religion. This reformative programme of Abduh was a revival of Islam
with new meanings and in a new way so that the Muslims may get rid of their
backwardness and declined situation and make them to return to their old
dignity.

The circle of Mufti Muhammad Abduh's thinking is not confined to
only one topic or issue, rather it encloses religion, society, economy and
politics. He has expressed his ravivalistic thoughts about all mentioned issues
or topics.

The traces of his thoughts reveal to us the concern and arrangement of
reformation of family system. Because the foundation of family is laid on
perfect grounds which assure the reformation of society as well as Ummah. It
will create a desired or aimed social set-up, and family is the first brick in this
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huge construction. He says about it.

“Verily, nation is composed of families. The reformation of Ummah
depends upon the reformation of families. The being without family has no
Ummah because the features of mercy, kindness and co-operation naturally
exist among children and parents, and transfer into relatives through them. A
person with a spoiled nature is void of sincerity and good wishes for his
family. So, a person void of welfare for others can't be the part in the
composition and development of Ummah. One, who cannot benefit one's blood
relations, can never be fruitful for others. The thing pleasing his family will
surely please, the Ummah. The thing afflicting his family is bound to afflict the
Ummah. Therefore, it is appropriate that one must consider the profit of his
Ummabh as the profit of his family, and the loss of his Ummah as the loss of his
family. It is obligatory on all members of the Ummah”. %

According to his opinion, the family relation is the first stage of being
helpful to the needy and the poor living in the surrounding society. The
reformation of a family at the lowest level strengthens the reform at the highest
level. When a family co-operates with other families because of closeness,
these co-operating families will spring as a greater power. This grown power
will make the care possible for those who have no family to support them.
Next, the cooperation and care will not be confined to clan or family
relationship. It will end all bias, and will serve the unity and harmony of
society.

Mufti Muhammad Abduh has laid great emphasis on the reforms within
the family and clans. Infact, there lie many factors and causes in its
background some of which are related to ideas and thoughts, while others are
related to that common welfare of society which are generated from family
unity and relationships. These were the factors that moved Abduh's perspective
to the direction that he considers the reformation of Ummah dependent upon
the reformation of family. Specially, all those cases which relate file against
each other destroy the harmony of relationships and families become scattered
and divided. Mufti Muhammad Abduh often used to mention this issue in his
scholarly seatings. He says in one of his lectures.

“When I was a judge in a court of civil cases, I, through much labour,
inferred that 75 out of 100 cases were filed by one's relatives against one self.
The only cause of these cases was the undue jealousy, ego and lack of love and
welfare feelings. It is against wisdom that the jealousy and ego among relatives
reach such an extent that they file cases against one another. How it is possible
that we may talk about the harmony and unity of Ummah before establishing a
love and caring relationship among families and clans. It is as same as to cut
the roots of a tree to make its branches and stem dried up, and then hope for
the fruit from the dried-up branches”. 9

The illustration of family bondage and relation in such an examplary
way explains his perspective regarding the reformation of family. He belonged
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to a countryside where the family relations were highly honoured. These are
the relations that industrial and commercial or business minded societies want
to achieve from branches rather than from roots. Usually in an urban society,
relations are based and established on wealth and respect and prestige.
Contrary to this, M. Abdoh was fond of such examplary relations and
bondages which were based on sincerity in the earlier ages. The materialistic
approach and modernism have made those relations roots dried up. That's why
both of these relations have a tension between them and they are far apart. The
lack of love, sympathy, care and harmony among relations is, in fact, based on
the matters and disputes of property and inheritance, and these matters
normally donot happen with common people. There fore, he presented his
perspective about it in detail and put the best of his efforts for this cause.
Therefore, whenever there came a case of such kind to him, he tried to reform
it to the possible extent because according to him it is a fact that the reforms of
a family play a vital role in the reformation of the society where a man lives.
No sensible person can deny the fact that woman plays the most fundamental
role in the rectification (reformation) of the family as she performs the
obligatory duty of the breeding, training and education of the off spring.
Therefore, M. Abduh highlights the rights of a woman and declares it
necessary to fulfil those rights so that she may play an examplary role for the
growth and development of coming generation. He has described several rights
of women, but here we focus only three rights and present a revived
perspective of Abduh about them.

The three rights are:

(1)Education of women.

(2)Limits for divorce of women.

(3)Number of spouses.

At first, we quote the thoughts of him about the matter of education for
women. He wrote while discussing the ignorance of his area in which the
women were suffering.

"There has been a veil between women and their obligations about
knowledge and education. How will it be removed. No. one thinks that women
should have the knowledge about beliefs and religious obligations, and also
perform other religious obligations except fasting.!’

He refuses to accept ignorance as the cause of chastity and modesty.
That is the thinking of apposers of women education that ignorance ensures
chastity and modesty. About it, Mufti Abduh writes that women protect and
keep that chastity and modesty intact which is caused by the guards of chastity.
The belief in lawful and unlawful becomes the cause of chastity is very rare,
rather this ignorance has stuffed the brain of woman with superstitions and
obscenity. First of all, he raised his voice in favour of women's education. He
desired that a small group of intelligent girls should form an organization. The
purpose of this orgnisation should be to establish new schools and colleges for
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the education of girls. According to him that age for women will be wonderful
when they will take part in politics and the common issues will stand up to
welcome them.

Mufti Muhammad Abduh kept defending the right of education for
women along with his desciple Qasim Ameen while being in the background.
Syed Qasim Ameen compiled a book with the title "Tehreer-ul-Mara’t" for the
objective of education for women.

Mufti Muhammad Abduh often kept describing the confinement
limitations of Divorce in his speeches. When he was serving as a member of
legislature for Shariah courts, he handed over the cases of divorce in many
matters to the Qazi because of the loss of women. For example, if the husband
of a woman is unknown etc. He considered the harm caused to the wife by the
husband equal to (1) abusing and beating without any Shariah reason, without
any Shariah cause. Therefore, he handed over the divorce in many matters to
the Qazi. 1®

He formulated a legal way to check the increasing number of divorces
as well as the wrong practice of divorce in the society, which can be adopted
for the divorce matters. Without practising this method, the divorce will not
rather it would afflict pain and suffering. The method of divorce formulated by
him is given in the following steps.

First Step

The husband wishing to divorce his wife must appear before Qazi or
judge or the person authorised by the Qazi, and will discuss the dispute
between him and the wife.

Second Step

Qazi or the authorised person must guide the husband and explain to
him in the light of Holy Quran and the Sunnah that divorce is the most unliked
action in the eye of Allah. They should advise him and explain to him the
consequences of his decision of divorce. They should command him to revise
his decision for one week at least.

Third Step

After one-week consideration and deliberation, if the husband still
insists on divorce, the duty of Qazi or authorised person is to nominate a
facilitator from each family (the family of the husband as well as the family of
wife). This facilitator will try to make reconciliation possible between the two.
If the intimate relations of the two are not there, the Qazi or authorised person
can nominate two strangers as the facilitator but they are bound to be just.

Fourth Step

If the facilitators fail to achieve success regarding reconciliation
between the two, now the duty of both wife and husband is to apply to the Qazi
or authorized person for the demand of divorce Now, the Qazi allows the
husband and grants him the right of divorce to practise.
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Fifth Step

The divorce will be considered as lawful as it is practised in the
presence of Qazi or the authorised and two witnesses. There must also be a
Govt. document for its approval and verification. ¢9

Mufti Muhammad Abduh goes two steps ahead than this and suggests
that such type of exercise is obligatory on those who possess authority as well
as on the whole Islamic society. It means that if this practice or exercise is
ignored or not followed in the true sense, the whole society including the ruler
as well as the subordinates all will be sinners because the disregard of this
arbitration causes a discord situation among children and relatives in family.
This discord permeates gradually in the Ummah and the Ummah suffers. We
have been suffering from it for a long time because of this disregard of
arbitration. We have put it aside as it has not been revealed in the Holy Quran.

Abduh has focussed on certain issues of divorce keeping the mentioned
factor in mind.

1) He declares the intention as the core term for divorce. The
divorce will not occur with just verbal performance without intention.

(2 The intention of separation between the spouses is also
necessary for divorce.

3) He regards the three utterances of the word in one seating as a

retraction of divorce. He follows the opinions of various sects of Islamic
Ummah while having focussed on the factor of kindness and sympathy because
he wants to decrease the harms and damages afflicted on people caused by
divorce. 20

The point of view, that Mufti Muhammad Abduh has given, has not been
propagated and facilitated by various sects and schools of thought. The reforms
pointed by him is a matter of more than a century, but no one has developed a
consensus so far about that.

He has set a point of view about the number of spouses that it is
unlawful and prohibited except a compulsion and this compulsion is also
enclosed in a certain condition. That condition is the sterility and barrenness of
the wife. He had a firm belief about this perspective. He had this idea since the
time when he was a minister. He remained unmoved and firm till his death. In
1881, he preached to limitize and confine the human sexual desires. He opined
that wife and husband should be limited to each other for their sexual
gratification. He further says:

“Economy, the good luck of a human being, the survival of humanity
depends upon the limitization of human lust through a clause of law which be
applicable and it should describe the limits of sexual lust. Every person should
obey this clause, and this clause must declare the sexual lust lawful for only
wife and husband." @V

When Mufti M. Abduh presents the clause of Islamic Shariah regarding
the number of spouses, he says with great conviction that the lawfulness of
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number of spouses rests on the justice with all spouses. He also says that this
just treatment is not easy as it is commonly observed. Therefore, the point of
view of one spouse is necessary as long as there is a chance of injustice. He
says about it.

The Shariah of Prophet Muhammad (Blessing and Peace of Allah be
upon him) has allowed four spouses at one time if a husband knows that he can
treat each of his spouse with justice. If he has no such belief, more than one

spouse is unlawful. @ (si-1351,Ju58 YT 2is 5637

The contentment with one spouse is obligatory as the power of justice
is not in command. A husband should have consideration about all those
aspects where justice is obligatory. The perspective adopted by Abduh in this
context is of great significance. He himself has presented his perspective on
several occasions with apt detail. Keeping this significant perspective in view
we are quoting here the detailed decree of Mufti Sahabin which he has raised
three questions about the issue of more spouses. The answer to those questions
hold arguments which have successfully explained all the aspects of this
confusing issue of number of spouses.

1) The system of more spouses and transformation of this system
into habit is not a distinction of Eastern countries and the dwellers there which
makes them unique and honoured as compared to western countries and the
dwellers there. The system of more spouses is not found in the tribes of Tibet
and Mughal Dynasty. The west had come to know the reality of this system in
the earlier stage of their progress. Then other countries got it known from the
west such as Germany etc. After the advent of Christianity in Europe certain
churches have declared the number of spouses for kings as permissible for
example for the king of France, Sherlimon, although it occurred after the
advent of Islam. Hence, we can say that the system of number of spouses is
dependent upon certain conditions which can not only occur to the East and the
dwellers of Eastern countries, and can also happen to the people of west.
Therefore, we can diminate this system by getting rid of these conditions.

2 This system originated in those societies which were ancient
warrior societies. The reason for it was the number of female members was
more than the number of male members. Those people have also played their
part in propagating this system in those societies who were the claimant of
wealth and richness. They allowed the entry of women to meet their lusty
desires.

3 European authors have supposed that Islam has given the name
of religion to the rituals of Jahiliah and the people of that era. But this
supposition is not true and Islam has introduced and established a reformation
process for this system and has gradually achieved the peak of its perspective.
Before Islam the number of spouses in society was permissible without any
limits. Islam set the limits of four. The effect of this limitation was long
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lasting. Often, such people entered in Islam who had more than four spouses
for example ten wives. They separated 6 spouses showing submission to
Islamic command. This is the point that mislead the European authors and they
were forced to say that Islam gave the status of law to the rituals of Jahiliah. It
is the product of their conjecture which is against the spirit of Islam.

4) When Islam has declared the number of spouses permissible to
a certain extent, the purpose of it is to save humanity from a major tyranny and
oppression. Because at that time people brought up the orphan girls and
married to them to get hold of their property. Islam has addressed them and it
says to them "If the weaknesses of orphan girls lead you to be cruel to them
and you fear that you can not be just to them after having married them, and
the monoply of being the husband will over come, and you can usurp their
possessions, and will humiliate and disregard them, then abstain from it.
Except them, you can marry 1 or 2 or 3 or 4 those women whom you like for
their beauty and riches. It is necessary to judge the commands of Shariah in the
light of these conditions.

(5) Islam has set the condition of absolute justice for more number
of spouses. If there is a slight chance of injustice, the contentment with one
spouse is obligatory. It is such a perspective as makes one declined towards the
number of spouses, rather one finds a feeling of contempt and dislike. If the
condition of justice is fully followed there will be very few people who can
have a second marriage.

(6) The system of slavery, which still exists in some Islamic
societies in one or the other way, is displeasing for Islam. It is said about
religious and political wars that the captivated women of religious wars were
taken as maids. But religious wars mean the battles that were fought in defence
of Islam or to preach Islam, but now these sorts of fights are extinct and they
have been replaced by political wars and battles. The prisoners of political
wars are different than those of religious wars. It is beyond Islam. Islam does
not support or endorse it. Abduction of women and then selling them is a ritual
of Jahiliah and is not among the teachings of Islam.

@) Lastly, Mufti Sahab comes to the main point of his religious
order in which a question was raised "can number of spouses be restricted?"

He replied it quite clearly that yes! one should be stopped and
restrained as far as number of spouses is concerned because absolute justice is
the essential condition; and it is not possible. The injustice causes certainly
harm to spouses because of having more than one. The enmity and dislike
among children is also likely to happen. On these basis, the ruler and the
justice is bound to set restrictions for number of spouses. Only a second
marriage can be allowed in the case of barrenness infertility of first wife. ¢4

According to our thoughts, Mufti Muhammad Abduh has derived such
commands from the Holy Quran through his perspective that are in accordance
with the current period of movement because the Muslim women are leading a
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miserable life as a result of more spouses. These commands always need
efforts to make them coherent to the society. Mufti Muhammad Abduh has

written many articles in Wagaay-ul-Mirria (&I éu,) for social reformation.

Two of his articles are highly significant as they focus on the domestic laws. In
first of his article he declared the marriage as an institution. In second article
he highlighted the social injustice caused by polygamy and by acknowledging
these issues he highlighted that this social injustice has a destructive effect on
the family and the domestic life. He also condemned many customs and habits
prevailed and practised in his society His articles had put great emphasis to
reform them. He declared corruption and bribery as a fatal disease and pointed
that bribery is accepted to implement any Govt. office orders or to get justice
in minor issues. He suggested that it should be dealt with an iron hand.

He compiled several essays to negate many wrong practices, customs
and levish spending of money which are against the spirit of Islam, and
through his essays and articles made people aware of the harms caused by
them.

His idea was that the progress of Ummah rests on adopting the path
which may lead the individuals to an aimed high position. In this sense, it is
necessary to make gradual changes in habits and customs, traditions and
rituals; and adopt an easy and simple way of life. It is included in the most
important duties of Ummah to beautify them with civilized manners and ethics;
to strive for the refreshment of thoughts and character of the common masses.
Without it the reformation is very difficult. But it is a vast task. The first step is
the reformation of education system.

Conclusion

From this research article it can be concluded that

1. The reformation of Ummah depends on the reformation of family.
Family includes husband, wife, children and all elders.

2. The members of family may be different from one another in respect of
their understanding and action, but are equal in respect of rights.

3. If we study the thoughts of Mufti Muhammad Abduh deeply, it
becomes clear that his thoughts have a prominent aspects of reforming
society.

4. Only the training and steadiness of family on correct lines guarantees
the reformation of Ummah.

5. The desired and intended society can be formed only through the
enforcement of social reforms.

6. Islam negates different social classes and puts this responsibility on the
ruling elite.

7. Islam offers a comprehensive system where in lies the prosperity of
every section of society.
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