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SPECIFIC IMITATION: REASONS, DIFFERENCES AND THE
DETERMINATION OF A BALANCED VIEW

ABSTRACT

The research analyzed the differences among the Muslim Jurists regarding the
Specific Imitation (al-Taqlid al-Shakhst) and presented a balanced view thereof.
Initially the research has identified four main reasons of transformation of the
Muslim society from first Diligence (Ijtihad) to Absolute Imitation (al-Taqlid al-
Mutlaq) and then to the Specific Imitation (al-Taqlid al-ShakhsT). These reasons
include: (i) Lack of coherence in judicial process, (ii) Creation of al-Figh al-Taqdiri,
(ii1) Unnecessary and prolonged discussions and differences among the Jurists, and
(iv) Degradation of intellectual level in later generations of Muslim Jurists. In the
context of permissibility of Imitation, the research has identified two main areas:
Imitation in Definite (Qat’i) Ahkam as well as in Probable (Zanni) injunctions. In
Qat’i Ahkam, the scholars are divided into three group with respect to opinion: (i)
Imitation is obligatory, (ii) Imitation is allowed without obligation, and, (iii)
Imitation is prohibited. Similarly, in Zanni Ahkam, the opinion of the Muslim
Jurists is divided into four categories: (i) Specific Imitation is obligatory, (i) It is
allowed without obligation, (iii) Specific Imitation is allowed only in case of four
traditional schools of jurisprudence (namely Hanafi, Maliki, Shafi‘1 and Hanbali),
and (iv) Specific Imitation is prohibited. After a thorough analysis of the Juristic
opinions in the Definite and Probable injunctions, the research has concluded that
the matter of Specific Imitation changes from situation to situation which can be
summarized as: (1) For collective matters, it is necessary to follow the Specific
Imitation, (i1) For general public, which is usually unfamiliar with underlying
reasoning and logic, it is recommended to follow the Specific Imitation, and (ii1)
For a person who is familiar with underlying reasoning and logic of Jurisprudential
problems, it is appropriate to follow Diligence instead of Specific Imitation.

Keywords: Figh, Jurisprudence, Taqlid, al-Shakhst, Imitation, Diligence, Ijtihad.
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