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Revisiting Maqasid al-Shar1‘a: Origins, Evolution, and Legal Coherence

Abstract

The science of Islamic jurisprudence (figh) is rooted in the understanding and
interpretation of divine rulings revealed in the Qur’an and the Sunna of the Prophet,
upon him blessings and peace. Among the fundamental principles that inform this
understanding is maqasid al-shari ‘a—the higher objectives of Islamic law—which
seeks to uncover the divine wisdom behind legal obligations. This principle aids
jurists and scholars in discerning the rationale (hikma) for which particular rulings
have been mandated for human conduct. This article examines the origin and
development of the concept of maqasid, its evidentiary foundations in the Qur’an
and Sunna, and the demonstrable application of magasid and masalih during the
Prophetic era and the period of the Companions. It then proceeds to classify legal
rulings into two categories: (i) those whose objectives have been explicitly stated
by the Divine or through the Prophetic discourse, and (ii) those whose objectives
require inferential analysis through reflective engagement with the primary sources
of Islamic law. The former serves as analogical precedents (masdar giyasi) for
understanding the latter, providing a framework for deducing underlying purposes
through careful reasoning and textual reflection. This magasid-oriented approach
remains vital to the dynamic continuity of Islamic legal thought across time.
Keywords:

Magasid, Higher Objectives, Maslaha, Shari‘a, Figh, Ijtihad, Qiyas
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