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“Critical Review of Some Fabrications by Philip Hitti and Brockelmann
on the Prophet's Seerah (PBUH)”

Abstract

In this article, the opinions and thoughts of two big names of Orientalist
historians namely: Philip K. Hitti and Carl Brockelmann have been
discussed which they have written in their two books namely: "History of
the Islamic people”(Carl Brockelmann) and ", History of the Arabs"(Philip
K. Hitti) have been described with reference to the biography of the
Prophet. Basically, in these two books, the historical events from the
period of Jahiliyyah in the Abbasid era of Islamic history have been
discussed. Among which the biography of the Prophet, the era of the
Caliphs and the Abbasid era are the most prominent. But in the article
under review, only the accusations made in the Prophet's biography have
been critically evaluated.

The reason for choosing these two books in particular is that they
are more popular in Muslim circles, these books are common in general
libraries, they are given importance as teaching in madrasahs and
educational institutions. It is considered necessary to examine the fact that
the pioneers of Oriental thought, who are considered among the most
important historians, did not adopt the scientific and research method in
describing Islamic history. What are the reasons? Because of which both
of them have made a sinister attempt to discredit the Prophet's biography?
If these books are not critically evaluated, it is quite possible that the
Muslim Ummah will begin to understand that the contents of these books
regarding Islamic history, especially the Prophet's biography, are
absolutely correct.

Among the objections raised by both of them on the Prophet's
biography, the main ones are the marriages of Hazrat Muhammad PBUH,
the wrong interpretation of the Quranic verses, the doubts about the
prophethood of Muhammad, the accusation that Islam is a copy of other
religions, Such accusations are at the top.

While describing the accusations of both of them respectively, this
method has been adopted that first the opinion of each Orientalist has been
explained from his book and then in the light of Qur'an and Sunnah,
historical facts and some other fair Orientalists. A critical review is
presented to determine the scholarly value of these views.

After critically examining all the accusations and slanders, it has
come to the conclusion that these two great names of Orientalists have
acted fraudulently and fraudulently in describing Islamic history. No one
has bothered to check what has been said in the exegetical traditions and
books of Arabic literature to come up with a scholarly research and correct
opinion. Both have given evidence of political enmity, bigotry and malice
against Islam which can be estimated from the details described in the
article.

Keywords: Philip K. Hitti , Carl Brockelmann , History of the Arabs ,
History of the Islamic people , Orientalism , Islamic History , Prophet's
biography.
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“The belief in Allah filled him more and
more and made him perceive the emptiness of the
other gods. But in the first few years of his activity
as a preacher he also must have acknowledged the
three goddesses of the ka’bah, whom his
countrymen regarded as the daughters of Allah. In

one of his revelations, he called them superior
beings (Gharaniq).”?®
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“His insight into the emptiness of his countrymen's
polytheism posed for him the problem: how long was god
going to leave them in disbelief , since he had, after all ,
revealed himself to other peoples through his prophets?
thus the thought ripened within him that he himself had
been called to this mission of a prophet.”*
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“Muhammad's religion must not , of course ,
be judged only by the Quran. There is really no
guestion of his having system ; acuteness and
intellectual consistency were never his strong points.
His intellectual world was his own only to the
smallest degree is stemmed mostly from Judaism

and Christianity , and was skillfully adapted by him
to the religious needs of his people.” #?
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“While Muhammad and his followers prayed

twice a day in mecca , and according to Jewish

example three time in medina , subsequent ritual ,

under Persian influence, makes five prayer periods
obligatory.”*°
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“The prophet’s religious interests in the early

days of his stay in medina were governed by his

relationship to the Jews. On his arrival he must have

hoped that they would be converted to his doctrines

, and so he attempted to win them over by adapting

the ritual of his community to theirs in some points.

After the example of the Jewish fast on the Day of

Atonement , the tent of Tishri, he established a fast
for the day of the “Ashura” the tenth of Muharram.”
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Hassan Ibrahim Hassan, *Tareekh al-Islam al-Siyasi* (Dar al-Hilal, Beirut, 1996), Vol.

1, pp. 233-234.
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Al-Ghazali, Muhammad, *Difa' 'an al-Ageedah wa al-Shari'ah did Mazaim al-
Mustashrigin* (Cairo, Nahdat Misr), p. 3.
3 Philip K. Hitti , History of the arabs , 3" edition , Macmillan Education Ltd , 1946 , pg:
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S:tzur ©
Al-Ahzab: 5
36:17u
Al-Ahzab: 36
2891t s /;.Jw?»r )k Qu&j’qm;md g
Al-Amiri, Imad al-Din Yahya bin Abi Bakr, *Bahjat al-Mahafil* (Beirut), VVol. 1, p. 289.
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Dr. Al-Sha'wat, Ibrahim, *Abateel Yajib an Tumha min al-Tareekh*, pp. 75-78.
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Al-Zamakhshari, Abu al-Qasim, *Al-Kashaf* (Dar al-Fikr, Beirut), Vol. 2, p. 213.
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Al-Tabari, *Majma’ al-Bayan* (Beirut, 1380), Vol. 22, p. 140; Sayyid Qutb, *Fi Zilal al-
Qur'an* (Beirut, 1386), VVol. 22, p. 27.
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Ibn al-Khatib, Muhammad Muhammad Abd al-Latif, *Hagaiq Thabitah fi al-Islam*
(Cairo, 1394 AH), pp. 14-15.
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Tafseer al-Khazin (Beirut, Dar al-Fikr), Vol. 4, p. 216.
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Al-Suyuti, Jalal al-Din, *Al-Itgan fi Ulum al-Qur'an* (Dar al-Fikr, Beirut), Vol. 2, p. 116.
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Al-Bukhari, *Al-Jami' al-Sahih*, Kitab Tafsir al- -Quran, Bab: {41 130 &l el G
| 5= 23}, Hadith 4864.
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Al-Bukhari, *Al-Jami' al-Sahih*, Kitab al-Managib, Bab Su'al al-Mushrikeen an Yuriya-
hum al-Nabi (SAW) Ayatan Fa'ra-hum Inshigag al-Qamar, Hadith 3637.
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. For details of the miracle, refer to Surah "Al-Isra" Ayah 1 and the exegeses provided
thereunder.
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Al-Bukhari, *Al-Jami' al-Sahih*, Kitab al-Wudu, Bab al-Wudu min al-Tur, Hadith 200.
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Al-Bukhari, *Al-Jami' al-Sahih*, Kitab al-Maghazi, Bab Ghazwat Mu'tah min Ard al-
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A French philosopher who enrolled in religious schools, mastered Eastern languages,
traveled to Lebanon, devoted himself to Islamic beliefs, and authored 78 books, stated
that without Ibn Rushd, he would never have understood Aristotle's philosophy. He
presented the history of Semitic languages, religions, and Eastern literature.
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A French poet and novelist, born in 1790 and died in 1869, held many political positions,

believed in democracy, social justice, and world peace principles, and became president
of the interim government after the February revolution.
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A Russian novelist and philosopher, born in 1828 and died in 1910, joined the army in
1851, went through a spiritual crisis, resulting in his conversion to Christianity. His works
include reflections on his childhood/adolescence/youth and a war autobiography titled
*War and Peace*, and another book titled *Resurrection™.
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In addition, there are also arguments for the prophethood of Muhammad (PBUH) in the
Torah and the Bible, but for the sake of brevity, only the views of the Orientalists have
been presented and only rebuttal answers have been sufficed.
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