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Editorial 
 

Knowledge is the primary resource for a vibrant society. Efficient 
utilization of existing knowledge can create comprehensive wealth of the 
country to improve the quality of individual’s life. Ability to create and 
maintain the knowledge infrastructure, and develop knowledge workers to 
enhance their productivity through creation, growth and exploitation of 
new knowledge, are the key factors in deciding the prosperity of a society 
or nation.   

In this regard, library and information resource centers in institutions 
of higher learning play an imperative role in facilitating creation and 
dissemination of new knowledge. Owning today’s high-tech learning 
environment in respect of resources and their utilization, research 
services, digital scholarship, users’ need assessment, content provider 
mergers, evidence of learning, new frameworks for information literacy, 
bibliometrics, scientometrics, webometrics, and open educational sources 
puts high emphasis on the role of Library and Information Science (LIS) 
professionals, academicians and researchers to investigate these areas 
and addresses the challenges effectively. Research in librarianship is a 
core aspect of library education worldwide. Consequently, it is the core 
responsibility of LIS academicians and practitioners to investigate the 
cause and effect of the phenomenon to come out with possible solutions. 
By implication, the advancement of any discipline is dependent upon the 
strengths, types, and outcomes of research carried out and how these 
findings are judiciously put to use. 

Keeping in view the aforementioned challenges, an attempt has been 
made to provide a platform where LIS educationists, practitioners and 
researchers around the globe in general and particularly in Pakistan may 
publish their investigated challenges with best possible solution. The 
launching of a new peer-reviewed research journal namely ‘International 
Journal of Librarianship and Information Science (IJoLIS)’ is an 
outstanding initiative by the Department of Library and Information 
Sciences, Allama Iqbal Open University, Islamabad, Pakistan. The IJoLIS 
aims to (a) introduce best practices in modern librarianship to improve the 
current status, process, services and practices of library and information 
centers, and (b) optimize resource utilization and deliver high quality and 
value added research to end users. We are delighted to announce that the 
first issue of IJoLIS has been published, covering all five research articles 
from abroad. We warmly congratulate authors, and are extremely thankful 
to our international and local reviewers for their expert reviews, time and 
contribution. Their input was a pre-requisite in publishing this journal. 





















































































































































































 
 

Author Guidelines 
 

1. Submit your paper via email at: ijolis@aiou.edu.pk 

2. Prepare and submit your paper in MS Word format; letter size, 
normal margins, black toner, Times New Roman, 11 size font for 
text/body with single line spacing, justified paragraphs; 0.25” 
indentation in paragraphs; no space between paragraphs; 6 point 
space before and after every heading. 

3. All pages should be top-right numbered, however, hide the page 
number on title page of the paper. Different headers for even and odd 
pages should also be used. Footnote(s) with asterisk(s) should be 
used for author(s) detail. See the published papers of IJoLIS for 
example.  

4. All authors should write their full names without any title in straight 
order along with their institution name, city, and country on the title 
page. The first author should also write his/her email address as 
he/she will be considered the principal and corresponding author.  

5. No article should exceed 5000 words inclusive of everything. 
Maximum three authors can be written against one paper. However, 
this condition may be relaxed in case of lab research where a group 
of researchers may involve to invent/develop new products.  

6. A structured abstract as per Emerald journals’ style should be given 
comprising maximum 250 words. Try to complete the abstract on 
first page of the article including author footnote(s). 

7. Use APA Style Manual (with some modification) for headings, 
tables, figures, citations, references, and appendices. However, table 
number and caption should be written in one line. No table or figure 
should exceed beyond one page, however, if exceeds, place it as 
appendix after the references. Always give in parenthesis (n = ???) 
after table or figure caption, where applicable.  

8. Check your paper in Turnitin for plagiarism before submitting it to 
the IJoLIS for consideration. The similarity index should not exceed 
15% excluding author(s) details, keywords, acknowledgements, 
references, and bibliography.  
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9. Papers will be selected by a process of peer review, with double-
blind review of each paper. However, preference will be given to 
papers that literally contribute to knowledge innovatively.  

10. See some examples on below pages. 
 
 
 
Headings and their Three Levels 
 

 
Flush Left, Uppercase and Lowercase Heading 
Flush Left, Italicized, Uppercase and Lowercase Heading 
Flush Left, Italicized, lowercase paragraph heading 
 
 
 
 
Tables 
 
 

Table 1. Student Mode of Study (n = 230) 

Mode Frequency Percent 

On-campus 162 70.43 

Off-campus 29 12.61 

Both (mixed mode) 39 16.96 

Note. Figures taken from 2015 calendar. 
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Figure 1. Pie chart of population (n = 230) 
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